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7 the REA DER. 


P RHAPS few Books, lately p ubliſhed, hath more 
uſeful, to ſerious and plous Readers, than that in- 
| titled, 7 be Golden Treaſury. It will be eafily obſerv d, 

that This is wrote on the fame Plan: Containing a ſhort 
Exerciſe of Devotion, for every Day in the Year. The 
chief Diffetence between the one and the other, I ap- 
prehend, is this: The Reflections here are abundantly 


deeper: They not only contain the firſt Principles of Re- 
5 ligion, 


* 


3 1 1 

ligion, Repentance towards Gop, and Faith in CHRIST, 
the Doctrine of Juſtification, and the New Birth, but 
likewiſe the whole Work of Gop in the Soul of Man, 
till being rooted and grounded in Love, be is able to com- 
prebend with all Saints, what is the Breadib, and Lengtb, 
and Depth, and Height: And to know the Love of Grif 
which paſſeth Knowledge, and to be filled with all the Ful- 


5 of COD. 28 OC 62 
| 1 f | John Welley. 
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January 1. | (ry Circumciſion. 


AN D when eight Days were accompliſhed for the circumciſing of 
1 the Child, his Name was called Feſus, which was ſo named 
of the Angel, before he was conceived in the Womb, Luke ii. 21. 


Give me, Lord, the Grace, which thou haſt hereby merited for me, to 
circumciſe the Pride and Impurity of my Heart, and whatever remains in 
me of Adam's Corruption. By this firſt Effuſion of his Blood, he exerciſes 
the Office of a Saviour, at the ſame Time that he takes the Name. How 
adorable are theſe firſt Fruits of his Pains ! Let this holy Name be ever my 
Refuge and Confidence, my Strength and Support, my Peace and Conſolati- 
on: And let it be truly to me a Name of Salvation, Exert upon my Heart, 
O Jesvs! the Right and ſovereign Power which it gives thee to ſave me. 


Salvation from our Sins we found, TJzsus from (not in) our Sins, 


Thro' Jzsvs' Grace forgiven; Doth ſtill his People fave : 
And Jesus* Grace doth more abound, Him our Advocate and Prince, 
And makes us meetfor Heaven : Our Prieſt and King we have: 
The hallowing Virtue of his Name Strength in him with Righteouſneſs, 
Our ſpotleſs Souls ſhall prove, With Pardon Purity we gain : 


And, to the utmoſt ſav d, proclaim Prieſts his praying Spirit poſſeſs, 
Our Lord's Almighty Love. And Kings for ever reign. 
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January 2. (2) 


AND Feſus {ith unto him, I will come and heal him, Mat. 
viii. 7. 


The Word and Promiſe of Caz1sT is the great Conſolation of a Sinner. 
— There is no Perſon in the World but what has Need that Jesus CnrisT 
ſhould come and heal him, either of his mortal Wounds, or of his Weakneſs 
and Infirmities. From the Time he has made us ſenſible of our Diſeaſes, 
and given us the Grace to lay them before him in Prayer, let us confidently 


believe, that he ſays to us, I will come and heal you: And let us faithfully 


and humbly ſay to him, without ceaſing, Come, Lord Jesvs! 


Hear Jesvs ! hear my broken Heart, My Lord! my Saviour! hear my Cry ; 
Broken ſo long that every Part By theſe dear Feet by which I he ! 
Hath got a Tongue, that ne er ſhall ceaſe Pluck out the Dart, regard my Sighs, 


Till thou pronounce, Depart in Peace. Now heal my Soul, or now it dies. 
O how gracious is my Lord, O how ready to reply ! 
Liſt' ning for a Sigh or Word: Jeſus come ! thy Servant heal. 


When he hears the Sinner's Cry, Jasvs anſwers me, I vill, 


January 3. &E2 


it 33 unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and Ti 


will give you Reſt, Mat. xi. 28. 


Our only Remedy is, to have Recourſe to Ixsus, the Friend of Sinners, 
under all our Troubles and Affliftions. — How ſweet is it, to have our De- 
pendance on a Gop who comes to meet us, in order to ſollicit us to come to 
him ! Sinners, wearied in the Ways of Iniquity, throw yourſelves into the 
Boſom of this amiable Shepherd. — IEsus excepts none, ALL are invited 
and urged to go to him. — No Man goes to CnRISH without receiving Reſt, 


He himſelf promiſes'it, and ſhall not we believe it? I would fain come to 


thee, O Lord ; but as thou giveſt me the Will, be thou alſo my Ms my 
Light, and my Strength, to conduct me to thyſelf. 


Take my poor Heart, and let it be Firſt-born of many Brethren Thou, 
For ever clos'd to all but Thee: To Thee, 1o! all our Souls we bow, 
Seal thou my Breaft, and let me wear ToThee our Hearts and Hands we gives 
That Pledge * Love far ever there, Thine may we die, Thine may we live. 


Reft of my weary Mind, 5 But gaſp for perfect Peace 
My burthen'd Spirit's Eaſe To live, of Holineſs poſſeſt, 
Coming to Thee I find: To die into eternal Reft, * 


| Janvary 4. (4) 


HE that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his 
Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water, John vii. 38. 


He who has the Spirit of God, and a lively and obedient Faith, has with- 
in his Heart continual Springs of Grace leading to all good Works. — If 
the Marks and Characters of Faith are not ſeen in our Life and Actions, it is 
undoubtedly either becauſe there is no Faith at all in our Hearts, or be- 


cauſe it is, if not quite dead, yet in a very declining Condition. — The Va- 


ter of Faith is not a ſtanding Water, but a /iving Vater, which runs per- 
petually. — My God, vouchſafe to bleſs thy Charch, by ſending it thoſe 
Men of Faith, full of thy Spirit, whoſe Hearts may awerflow like Rivers, and 
bring a fruitful Inundation upon thy Field by their Labours, Prayers, In- 
ſtructions, and good Examples. | Nee! 


To us at thy Feet f The weakeſt Believers 
The Comforter give, Acknowledge for thine, 

Who'gaſp toadmit And fill us with Rivers 

* Spirit and live: Of Water divine. 


Jan. 5. (61 4 
IN Chriſt Feſus, ye, who ſometimes were far off, are made nigh 
by the Blood of Chriſt, Eph. ii. 13. | 


A Creature, a Pleaſure, a meer Nothing ſeparates us from God: And yet 
it coſt Cyk13T ſo much to bring us nigh to him. — Whoever is unwilling to 
return to God, after having offended him, little confiders the Value of that 
Blood which CurisT gave for him. Let that precious Blood bring me nearer 


and nearer to Thee, O Lord, and unite me to Thee for ever. 


And are we now brought near to God Here may we ſee thy Glory ſhine, 


Os. once at Diſtance ſtood ? And taſte thy Mercies here. 

And to effect this glorious Change 3 f 

Dia She hed his Blood? = O iet us for the Far 

O for a'Song of ardent Praiſe May Faith behold a ſmiling God 
To bear our Souls above! hro' Jeſus blegding Breaſt. 


What ſhould allay our lively Hope 


8 2 1. . 
Or damp our flaming Love ? Fir'd with theView,our Soils ſhall riſe 


In ſuch a Scene as this, 


Draw us, OLord, with quick'ningGrace And view the happy Moment bear, 


And bring us yet more near: That ſhall compleat our. Bliſs. 
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Jan. 6. ( 6 ) Epiph. or Twelfth Day. 
HEN they ſaw the Star, they rejoiced with exceeding f 


W 


great Joy. Matt. ii. 10. 


Though the Star be gone that led the wiſe Men, yet God hath not leſt 


us in the Dark. We have (as well as they) a Light in our Souls; which 


as the wiſe Man ſays, Prov. XX, 27. is the Candle of the Lord; it ſearcheth 
all Things below; but not in Heaven. It is no Star indeed, but a Can- 


dle; and (which is worſt) it winks in the Socket too, and burns dim fince 
it fell in Adam. Yet, though it halt, (like . after the Fall), 
it is of the Blood Royal, and ſhould be regarded: For it proceeded from 
God; and by it we are capable of a greater Light, which God hath alſo 

iven us. A Light! which they ſaw not as we do; and that is his written 
Word; which expreſſes itſelf to us (as their Star did) to lead us to the 
Lozp JEsus CHRIST. 1 rr 


Chriſt is a Star! he breaks the Night, Nations rejoice when he appears, | 


Piercing the Shades with dawning Light To chaſe their Clouds anddry their tears, | 


I know his Glories from afar. O let me climb thoſe higher Skies, 
I know the bright, the Morning Star! Where Storms and 5 never riſe, 


- He is a gun: his Beams and Grace, There he diſplays his Powers abroad, 
His Coutfe is Joy and Kighteouſneſs, And ſhines,and reigns th'incarnate God! 


January 7. (22 | 
M fer, Maſter, we periſh. Then he aroſe, and rebuked the 
% Wind, and the Raging of the Water; and they ceaſed, and 


there was a Calm, Luke viii. 24. 


Let us but awake CurisT by Prayer, when the Storm ariſes, and the Calm 


will be immediately reſftor'd to our Hearts. — Let us make Prayer familiar to 


us; for without his Grace we are in Danger of periſbing every Moment. — 
When we have Jesus CHR1sT at the Bottom of our Hearts, we have Reaſon 
to * that Temptations will be no more than Trials, and that they will 
only ſerve to awaken our Faith, to render us more watchful in Prayer, and 
to make the Almighty Power of his Grace manifeſt in us. — The illuſtriou 
Manner in which it ſhews itſelf in this Miracle, is an Emblem of That which 
Grace performs in gaining the Victory over Temptations. It is to Prayer 
that God joins theſe wonderful Effects. þ 


What kind of Man is this? 
Obey'd by Winds and Seas: 
| Whoſe powerful Word controuls +. . 
The Tempeſt in our Souls ! 1 
A Man, who built both Earth and Sky: 
A Man, whoſe Name is Gad moſt high! 


January 8. (8) 
PHE Blind receive their Sight, and the Lame walk; the Le- 

1 pers are cleanſed, and the Deaf hear; the Dead are raiſed 

up, and the Poor have the Goſpel preached to them, Mat. xi. 5. 


_ Cauſe, O my God, Bind Sinners to ſee and know thy Truth, and the 
Way of Salvation: Make them walk therein with a ſteady, even, and con- 
fant Pace: Let them be cleanſed from the Corruption of their Hearts: Let 
them bear thy Word with Joy and with Advantage: Let them, as Perſons 
raiſed from the Dead, live the new Life of ChRIsT : And let the moſt poor 


and miſerable receive, love, and obſerve the Goſpel. — CarisT requires a 


Heart which is poor, void of it ſelf, and convinc'd of its own Indigence, Un- 
worthineſs, Inability, and Miſery. Make my Heart, O Jz8vs, thus poor, 
that it may be enriched and ſatisfied with the ſacred Truths of thy Goſpel. 


Sinful, and Blind, and Poor, Jesvs attend my Cry, 
And loft without thy Grace, Thou Son of David hear, 
Thy Mercy I implore, If now thou paſſeſt by, 
And wait to ſee thy Face, Stand ſtill and call me near; 


Begging I fit by the Way Side, The Darkneſs from my Heart remove, 
And long to know the Crucify'd, And ſhew me now thy pard'ning Love. 


ve, 
Ve. 


January 9: (9) "bl 


BUT he faid unto them, It is I, be not afraid, Yokn vi. 20. 
+ 'F 


The Preſence and Word of Cuz15sT removeth all Fears; but he himſelf 


muſt make Men ſenſible of both, otherwiſe he is preſent only to the Blind, 
and ſpeaks only to the Deaf. What is Man? Nothing but Darkneſs and 
Weakneſs, when he is in Dangers : Full of Diſtruſt and Apprehenfion of be- 
ing deceived, when Aſſiſtance is vouchſafed him: and utterly incapable of 


doing any Thing without Cna is r, at all Times, and in all States and Dif- 


|| poſitions. Lord, what Conduct ſoever thou art pleaſed to obſerve towards 


me, vouchſafe always to ſpeak to me theſe comfortable Words, It is 7; and 
thereby ſecure me both from Preſumption and Deſpair, + EDTA 


Es us I cry for Help to thee, In Love forbid my longer Stay, 


hou haſt, O Lord, the double Key, O beckon me from Earth away, 
Open the gracious Door, Fulfil my Heart's Defire, 


And let me live with Pardon bleſt, And ſign my pardon d Soul's Releaſe, 
And then obtain one Bleſſing more, Now, now my pardon'd Squl require, 
And lay me down to Reſt. And let me die in Peace. ©: 


9 


January xo. { 10)) EO: ng 
H E that cometh from above is above all; he that is of the 
Earth is earthly, and ſpeaketh of the Earth; he that cometh 


from Heaven is above all, John iii. 31. 


p The Divinity and divine Miſſion of CHRIS are the Sources of the Holi- 
neſs and Authority of his Words, — Man, of himſelf, has nothing but what. 


is low-and mean in his Words and Thoughts : And nothing but what is great, 
ſublime, and heavenly, when leaving himſelf and his own Darkneſs, he, by 
Faith, enters into Iss CHRIST and his Light. We all carry within our 
ſelves two Men of a very different Nature, the one Heavenly the other earth. 
4, and it is the great Deſign of God to make them one, in renewing, ſancti- 
fying and rendering the ear:b/y Man happy, by the Spirit in the Body, and 
according to the Pattern of the heavenly Man. Grant, Lord, that I may 
ſhut my Ears againſt every Thing which the Children of this World have to 
ſuggeſt to me concerning earthly Things ; and that the Ears of my Heart 
may be continually open to thoſe divine Truths, which thou cameſt from 
Heaven to reveal to us, O heavenly Man who art alſo God, © 
Ye weak Inhabitants of Clay, With trembling Heart,with ſolemnEye, 
Ve trifling Inſe&s of a Day, Behold Jerovan ſeated high ; - 

Low in your native Duſt bow down And ſearch what worthy Sacrifice I viſe. 
Before the Eternal's awful Throne. YourHandscan give, your Thoughts de- 


l 


January 11. | (u 


SK, and it ſhall be given you: ſeek, and ye ſhall find: knock; 
and it ſhall be opened unto you, Mat. vii. 7. EN 
How rich is a Man, when he knows how 70 aſe, to /eek, and to knock as he 
ht: Let us af with Confidence and Humility : Let us /ce+ with Care 
and Application: Let us &nock with Earneſtneſs and Perſeverance. — Grant 
me, Lord, a Faith, which may make me thoroughly ſenfible of my Needs, 
and humbly 2% thy Grace; a Hope, which may excite me to ſeet thy Hug: 
dom only, and the Righteouſne/s which leads thereto : And a Love which may 
urge me to knock inceſſantly and reſpectfully at the Gate of thy Mercy. 


Father I all thy Fulneſs want ; When inſtant I in Prayer abide, - - 
The Door of true Repentance give, When all thy hallowing Grace is . | 

The Door of Faith and Merey grant, T'admit my Soul, throw open wide 
And let me in thine Image five ; The everlaſting Doors of Heaven. 


O Lord, I aſk, I feek, I knock, O let thy Spirit ſlay with me, 
Thou can'ſt yot thy poor Creature mock: To groar and ſpeak my Wants to thee; 
Thy Word is paſt, and cannot fail, Still let me ſhew my ev'ry Need, 


Here will I wait till I prevail. And that in Thee I'm help'd indeed. 


January 12. ( 12 Y 
EVey one that aſketh, receiveth; and he that ſeeketh, find- 


vii. 8. 


Prayer is always heard after one Manner ar another, when Faith afes, 
Jeeks, and knocks, — She, alone, obtains ALL which ſhe aſts ; becauſe ſhe, 
alone, 2/5 what ſhe ought; and That in a right Manner, and for a good 
_ 4 —_ Way never to be refuſed, is never to deſire any Thing but the 
Will o : 


Every one who Thee believes, Thou art the Door: I knock at Thee 


And at thy Bidding prays, To be redeem'd from Sin; 
Sooner or later, Lord, receives And ſoon thy Heart ſhall open'd be 
The Fulneſs of thy Grace : To take the Suppliant in : 
Praying on while Life remains, Thus will I all my Life employ, 
| Glad he lays his Body down, And wait the welcome Word, 
Gaſps his final Prayer, and gains Enter into celeſtial Foy, | 
A never-fading Crown. And trinmph with thy Lord. 


eth: and to him that knocketh, it ſhall be opened, Mat. 


January 13. EF. 
Wi. AT Man is there of you, who, if his Son aſk Bread, will 
he give him a Stone? Mat. vii. 9. 


We have no Right zo at any Thing of God, but only. 1 Under 
the Quality of Children, and as Members of his Son. 2. With 
the Heart of Children, or a filial Love. 3. Neceſſaries, as Bread 
--- Thou art, O my God, both the Father, and the Bread of 


Life to our Souls, Give thy ſelf to us, Thee and thy Son Jjeſus 


Chriſt the Bread of Heaven.—-How many Times, Lord, have we 
aſked of thee a Stone, namely, the good Things of the Earth, which 
would only have formed in us an Heart of Stone? and Thou haſt 
been pleaſed to give v us tie Bread of thy Grace, of thy Word, and 
of thy Son. 


The living Bread ſentdown fromHeav'n Now Lord on us thy Fleſh beſtow, 


In us vouchſafe to be: And let us drink thy Blood, 
Thy Fleſh for all the World is given, Till all our Souls are fill'd below 
And all may live by Thee. With all the Life of * 
B 


[ 14 ] 


January 14. 
IF a Son aſk 2 Fiſh, will his Father give him a Serpent, 
Mat. vii. 10. | 


If he is an unnatural Father, who gives his Children Things 


hurtful to the Life of the Body : what then is that Perſon who 
cauſes them to loſe the Life both of Soul and Body to all Eternity, 
in poiſoning them with Maxims of the World, in giving them tlie 
Serpent of Ambition or Covetouſneſs, either by bad Example or 
otherwiſe ? --- Thou alone, O my God, art always a Father; 
and never giveſt to thy Children any other than the Gifts of a 
Father. Let me likewiſe always ſhew my ſelf a good Child in 


Prayer, and never ask any Thing but what is worthy of thy 


paternal Love, 
* 


Our Souls with pleaſing Wonder view And in the Cov'nant of thy Love 
The Bounties of his Grace :. They find diviner Store. 

How much beſtow'd, how much reſerv'd But O! what Treaſures yet unknown 
For them that ſeek thy Face! Are lodg'd in Worlds to come! 

Thy lib ral Hand, with worldly Bliſs If theſe th Enjoyments of the Way, 
Oft makes cheir Cup run oer; How happy is their Home. 


January 15. 6 
STI mit is the Gate, and narrow is the Way, which leadeth unto 
Life, and few there be that find it. Mat. vii. 14. 


To live, as the Generality of Mankind do, is not to take the 
May which leadeth unto Life. ---- He who teaches that the Gate 
and Way to Life, are wide and broad, when Jeſus Chritt ſays, they 
are ſo [trait and narrow, can be no other than a Decei ver. Few 
find the Way of Heaven, fewer enter into this Way, fewer yet 
abide in it, tewer ſtill walk in it, and feweſt of all go forward to 
the End. As it is thy Grace only, O Lord, which cauſes us to 
find it, ſo from That we expect all the Reſt. 


Yet every one that ſeeks ſhall find And paſſable the Road to Life, 
The Gate, diſplay'd for all Mankind, A narrow but an open Raad. 
(Who ftrive with unremitting Strife) Quite open — {ince the Death of God. 


To ſuffer, and abſtain, With Thee I daily die, 
My Calling here I ſee, Thy welcome Burthen bear, 
Renounce myſelf, my Lord to gain, And follow after to the Sky, * 
And die to live with Thee : And claim a Kingdom there. 


Devotion, but by our good Works. The good Tree is the good 


January 16. (16) 

| EVey good Tree bringeth forth good Fruit ; but a corrupt Tree 
bringeth forth evil Fruit. Mat. vii. 17. 

Such as is the Will, ſuch are the Actions which proceed from 


it. One important Rule to keep us from Delufion, is to judge of 
our ſelves, not by barren Defires, nor by deceitful Tranſports of 


Heart, the good Fruit isa good Life. The Heart is God's, and 
truly Chriftian, when the Life is ſo. The Heart is the World's, 
when a Man lives like the World. It is thou, O my God, who 
pluckeſt up the corrupt Heart, and who createſt, planteſt, culti- 
vateſt, watereſt, and makeſt the good One fruitful. Mine is in 


thine Hand, make it a good Tree, make it thy own Plant. Fath 
Jesus thy ſpeaking Blood Then dig about our Root, Wh. 
From God obtain'd the Grace, Break up our Fallow Ground, 0 
Who therefore hath beſtow d And let our gracious Fruit Whij 
On us a longer Space, Io thy great Praiſe abound. Le 
Thou didft in our Behalf appear, O let us all thy Praiſe declare, [And 


And lo! we ſee another Year. And Fruit unto Perfection hear. / Oi 


cc 


- 


January 17: [- 9+] 
Line Children keep your ſelves from Idols; Amen, 1 Jahn v. 
2l. 


We have but little Occaſion to keep ourſelves from Idols of Wagd 
and Stone: but how many are there in our Hearts, to Which 
are but too much devoted? Every Thing which we love. n 
than God, is an Idol which we worſhip. Wherever we feet dur 
Happineſs there is our God. Grant, O true God, that we np teft@ 


to DV 1 | 5 at 2% 
o be happy in Thee and of Thee alone aa ; l/ BA 


Father of all we truſt in Thee In Pity to thy Childrtny hlaſtu O 5dT 
Thy Children to ſecure, Our ſelf. exulting abs yizow e 
From Sin to keep our Conſcience free, Thruſt out our by&gerzatilafinice odT 
Our Hearts from Idols pure, And utterlyn daſtraygs mid 95} oT 
While in an evil World we live, Come, Fathel, Gbmiandbibby:Gaol] 
Leſt with our God we part, Our Natubectoimnloytgovs>d 1 H 


And baſely to the Creature give And Simſhall btrfonieveniJdibo=lq Da 
/ Our weak unſettled Heart. In Dopthi af puroſt Ldretον,ο n 


January 18. ( 18 ) 


AND the Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come, and let him that 
heareth, ſay, Come. And let him that is athirſt, Come, and 
whoſoever will, let him take the Water of Life freely. Rev. xxii. 17. 


Lord, kindle in me this Deſire, inflame my Heart with this Thirſt. 


Cauſe my Soul to ſpeak this Word fincerely, and ſpeak it thy ſelf to my. 


Soul, Come: — Lord I refign up my Will to Thee, *that'of captive, blind : 
corrupt, fick, ſenſleſs, and rebellious as it is, thou mayeſt make it a Will 
truly free, inlightened, upright, ſound, prudent, and obedient to all thy: 
Operations. — The Word received into the Heart kindles therein holy 
Deſires ; theſe Defires ſtrengthened and confirmed become a full and per- 
fect Will; and God fills this Will with 2e Water of eternal Life. 


The News of his Coming I hear, 
And join in the Catholic Cry, 
O Jesus in triumph appear, 
Appear on the Clouds of the Sky! 
Whom only I languiſh to love, 
With Fulneſs of Majeſty come, 
And give me a Manſion above, 
And take to my heavenly Home. 


The Church, in her militant State, 
Is weary and cannot forbear, 
The Saints in an Agony wait, 
'To ſee him again in the Air, 
The Spirit invites in the Bride 
Her heavenly Lord to deſcend, 
And place her inthron'd at his Side, 
In Glory that never ſhall end. 


dom, « 
with t! 


* l 3 


January 19. . 
H E which teſtifieth theſe Things ſaith, Surely I come quickly. 
Amen. Even ſo, come, Lord Jeſus. Rev. xxii. 20. 


Jeſus Chriſt leaves us under the Hope and Expectation of bis Coming, 
This 18 his laſt Word delivered from Heaven, the laſt Truth of the Goſpel 


of his Glory, the laſt Information which he gives to his beloved Diſciple, 


That he will come, that he will cone ſurely, that he will come quickly. Grant 
Lord, that this Word may fill my Heart, keep it always lifted: up towards 
Thee, and be the Rule of all its Motions and of all its Deſires. Form in it 
by thy Spirit this Amen of a faithful Adherence to all thy Words, of a per- 
fect Dependance upon thy Will, of a true Submiſſion to thy Diſpenſations, 
of a ſincere Reverence toward thy Deſigns, of an ardent Deſire of thy King- 
dom, of a continual Aſpiration toward Thee, and of a perfect Conſummation 
with thy Church in God. | | | | 1 


Come King of Saints, ſo long conceabd, 
In Majeſty divine reveal'd, 3 

With glorious Pomp and heav'nly Pow'r! - © 
All Things unto thy ſelf ſubdue, e 44H 
Reſtore, create them all anew, 

And reign when Time ſhall be no more. 


January 20. | ( 20 ) 
T HE Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you all, Amen, 
Rev. xxii. 21. | 

Yes, Lord Feſus, come, and *till thou comeſt in thy Glory, 
vouchfafe to come, to live, to reign, to work in us by thy Ak 
mighty Grace, by the Perfection of thy Ways, by the Holineſs 
of thy Spirit. Come and ſhew-thy ſelf victorious in us, over 
all the hoſtile Powers of Darkneſs, of the World, of the Fleſh, 
and of Sin. Come by thy Spirit, for the Glory of thy Father, 
Jzsvs, thou dear redeeming Lord! In perfect Holineſs and Love: 
The Ki of thy Peace reſtor d, Fountain of Grace thyſelf make known, 
Leet all thy Followers perceive, With God and Man for ever one. 
And happy in thy Spirit live, TT IO 
Retain the Grace with Thee beftow'd, — — — — andy ell, 
The Favour, and the Power of God. Till coming witk thy heavenly Train 
Give all thy Saints to find in Thee We Eye to Eye behold the Man, 
The Fulneſs of the Deity; And ſhare thy Majeſty divine, 
His Nature, Life, and Mind to prove And mount our Thrones incircling thine. 
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January 21: 6219 8 
Herefore laying aſide all Malice, and all Guile, and Hypo- 
criſies, and Envies, and all evil Speaking, 1 Pet. ii. 1. 
The new Birth requires new Manners, The Vices of the old 
Man ought by no Means to be found in the new. How can 
the Members of one and the ſame Body deceive, hate, and envy one 
another, &c. --- The Chriftian Infancy is nothing but Meekneſs, 
Simplicity, Sincerity, Freedom from Envy. It has no Tongue, 
but to bleſs God, and to ſpeak well of others: It has none either 
for Lying, or for Poil-ſdeaking. | | 
Great Spirit of immortal Love, Let every Heart and every Hand 
Vouchſafe our frozen Hearts to move, Join in the dear fraternal Band. 
WithArdour ſtrong thoſeBreaſts inflame Celeſtial Dove, deſcend and bring 


To all that own a Saviour's Name. The ſmiling Bleſſings on thy. Wing; 


Still let the heay'nly. Fire endure And make us taſte thoſe Sweets below, 
Fervent and vig'rous, true and pure: Which in the bliſsfal Manſions grew. 
Holy Lams, who Thee receive, Jzsu | ſee my panting Breaſt, 
Who in Thee begin te live, See, I pant in Thee to reſt! 
Day and Night they ery to Thee, Gladly now I would be clean; 
As Thou art fo let us be. _ Cleanſe me now from ev'ry Sin. 


january 22. ( 22 ) 


YE alſo, as lively Stones, are (or be ye) built up a ſpiritual Houſe, 
| an holy Prieſt-hood, to offer up {ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable 
to Godby Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Pet. ii. 5. ; 


- How mortified, how holy is the Life of a true Chriſtian ! Tt ought 
to be a continual — and to have at the ſame Time the Holi- 
neſs of a Temple by Putity of Heart: The Holineſs of a Prieft, 
who deſpiſes the Earth, and has God alone for his Portion. It be- 
longs only to Jeſus Chriſt to ſanctify this Temple, to conſecrate 
this Priel, and to ſacrifice and offer up this Victim. | 


My gracious God I own thy Right Nor could untainted Eden give 
> — ny ry we I can'pay : Such Bliſs as bloſſoms at his Side. 
call it my ſapreme Delight 3 
To hear thy Dictates, and obey. 1 Work my hoary Age ſhall bleſs, 
- Wo 5 en youthful Vigour is no more, 
_ *Tis to my Saviour I would live, And my laſt Hour of Life confeſs 
To him who for my Ranſom dy'd; His Love and animating Power. 


ö 
e, 


January 23. 6 
Herefore alſo it is contained in the Scripture, Behold I lay 
in Zion a chief Corner Stone, elec, precious, and he that be- 
lieveth on Him ſhall not be confounded (or deceived.) 1 Pet. ii. 6. 


The Faith which never deceives is not ſuch as 1s barren and 
without Works, but a practical Faith, which ſubjects the Heart 
to the Goſpel, and to the Ways of Jeſus Chriſt, and makes us 
obedient to all his Commandments. 


Lord, doſt thou ſhew a corner Stone Floods of 'Temptation beat in vain, 
For us to build our Hopes upon, Well doth this Rock the Houſe ſuſtain, 


That the fair Edifice may riſe : 
airs ar, , WhenStorms of Wrath around prevail, 
*ublime in Light beyond the Skies ? Whirlwind and Thunder, Fire and Hail, 
e own the Work of ſov'reign Love, Tis here our trembling Souls ſhall hide, 
NorDeath, nor Hell, thoſeHopes ſhall And here ſecurely they abide. 


move, ; | 
hich fix'd on this Foundation ſtand, Me” that ſcorn this 9 


| aid by thine Own Almighty Hand. Fond of ſome Quickſand of their own, 
hy People long this Stone hath try'd, Borne down by weighty Vengeance die, 
ind all the Powers of Hell defy'd ; nd buried deep in Ruin lie. 


January 24. 6240 
CH RIST is a Rock of Offence to them which ftumble at th 
Word, being diſobedient, 1 Pet. ii. 8. | 


What Advantage is it toa Chriftian to diſtinguiſh himſelf from 
the Jews, by Faith in Chriſt, if the Humility of his Goſpel, and 
the ſalutary Rigors of the Chriſtian Truths, become to him, thro' 
the Hardneſs of his own Heart, no other than Occaſions of Sin? 
It is an Inſtance of Mercy, not to be abandoned to ſuch an 
_ » - Hardneſs, wherein God might juſtly leave us. Break in Pieces, 

Lord, all the Remainders of it in me. 


Go worſhip at Immanuel's Feet, He is a Rock: How firm he proves ? 
See in his Face what Wonders meet, The Rock of Ages never moves: 

Earth is too narrow to expreſs Vet the ſweet Streams that from him 
His Worth, his Glory, or his Grace. Attend us all the Deſert thro', [flow 


The whole Creation can afford, O fooliſh and unwiſe of Men, 

But ſome faint Shadows of my Lord, Who flight the Lams for Sinners lain, 
Nature, to make His. Beauties known, And all that diſobedient prove, 

Moſt mingle Colours not her own. To ſcorn ſuch gracious tender Love. 


"TY 25, F 25) Conv. St. Paul, 


AND he (Paul) fell to the Earth, and heard a Voice, faying 
unto him, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? — And he 


| ſaid, who art thou, Lord? And the Lord ſaid, I am Jeſus whom 


thou perſecuteſt: It is hard for thee to kick againſt the Pricks, 
Acts ix. 4. 5. 


Obſerve here ſeveral Degrees i in the Converſion of a. Sinner. 1. He be- 
gins, by not being deaf to the Reproaches of his own Conſcience, and to 
the Strokes of the divine Rod. 2. He ſeeks to know Jeſus Chrift the true 
Mediator. 3. He becomes ſenſible of his own Sin. 4. He begins to be 
afraid ; for. 1 it is God himſelf who is offended, ſince it is his Saviour 
who is perſecuted, what ought he not to fear? 5. But then, ſince the Mercy 
of that God is infinite, and the 1 of that Saviour almighty, has my 
he nat juſtly hope. 


To the World and Satan fold; Then behold the heavenly Lamb, 
Sinner what is Chriſt to Thee ? Pouring out his Blood divine : 

Pleaſure is thy God, or Gold: On the Brink of Tophet, claim 
Bondſlave of Iniquity, —_  Cax157;the Sinner's Friend, for thine; 


Canſt Thou feel an heavier Chain, Find, with all his Saints, thy Part, 
Panting for: the Praiſe of Man? Find thy Saviour 2 Heart. 


Jan. 26. 26) IX anu 
Aving your Converſation honeſt among the Gentiles. That! 
IT whereas (or wherein) they ſpeak againſt you as Evil Dpers, NE 
they may, by your good Works, which they ſhall behold, glorify t 
God in the Day of Viſitation, 1 Pet. ii. 12, 111118 
Let us with ſo much the more Care avoid giving Offence to worldly O t. 
1 Men: the more they are diſpoſed to believe Ill, the leſs they are apt to {vattc 
| excuſe it, and the more inclined they are to turn the Vices of particular “ Bi 
| Men againſt Religion in general. Evil-ſpeaking is the Life of the thy 
| | World: Piety is the moſt expoſed therets, becauſe it moſt condemns its Futh, 
1 Maxime Where God vi/its an Heart by his Grace, what Changes does , De 
he make in it? perha e Moment of this Viſtatios is juſt approaching itt m 
for this Libertine; and thy good Example ought to be ſubſervient thereto, Ent 
Thoſe Eyes which it ſhall enlighten, will then Bebel, with Joy and Admira- Per 
tion, that which they before looked upon with Abhorrenſdce. ff 
Where Satan reign d inShades of night, While the wide World eſteems it ſtrange, nt 
The Goſpel ſtrikes a heavenly Light, Gaze and admire, and hate the Change. 
Our Luſts its wond rous Power controuls May but this Grace my Soul renew, turn, 
And calms the Rage of angry Souls, Let Sinners gaze and hate me too; . nd. 
Lions, and Beaſts of ſavage Name, The Word that ſaves me does engage il bat 
Put on the Nature of the Lamb, A ſure Defence from all their Rage. Nhe 


at 


ge, | 
e. 
J. turn, ye wand' ring Souls return, Behold, O Lord, we fly to Thee, 


ge 
2 


anuary 27. (27) 


E wereas Sheep going aſtray ; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Biſhop of your Souls. 1 Pet. ii. 25. 


O thou good Shepherd, who deliveredſt up thy ſelf to Wolves, for the 
vation of thy Sheep, ſeek me, carry me, ſave me by thy Grace, O Shepherd 
{ Biſhop of my Soul, who haſt ſacrificed thy ſelf for me, ſhed abroad in 
thy divine Unction, feed me with thy Word, thy Example, thy 
uth, thy Body, thy Blood, and with thy whole Self; preſent my Pray- 
, Defires, and all my Actions to thy Father, inlighten, guide, and ſup- 
t my Steps: render me attentive, and obedient to thy Voice, and 
int that I may be kept with Fidelity, Submiſſion, and Perſeverance 
der thy Eyes, and thy Hand: and that I may follow Thee in walking 
Aaly, 4 N and courageouſly in thy Ways, till thou haſt conducted 
into the eternal Paſtures. : 


and ſeek his tender Breaſt ; Tho? Bluſhes veil our Face, 
Il back the Mem'ry of the Days, Conſtrain'd our laſt Retreat to ſeek 
hen there you found your Reſt, In thy much · injur'd Grace. 


January 28. (28) | I 
HO is he that will harm you, if ye be Followers of that J l 
which is good, 1 Pet. iii. 1 3. 


Nothing can hurt us but Sin — Innocence, Uprightneſs, and ; 
a good Conſcience are'a ſovereign Preſervative againft all the ſin 
Evils of this Life. He who is well with God has nothing to lf 
fear from Men. WER afr: 
Behold the-great eternal-God, - No 
Spreads everlaſting Arms abroad, | 
And calls our Souls to ſhelter there: 
Wonders of mingled Pow'r and Grace, 
To all his Children he diſplays, 

Guarded from Danger and from Fear. 


Thither my feeble Soul ſhall fly, 
When Terrors preſs, and Death is nigh, 
And there will I delight to dwell ; 
On that high Tow'r I rear my Head 
| Serene, nor knows my Heart to dread, 
Amidit ſurrounding Hoſts of Hell. 


Wanuary 29. (29) a 
that F ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, happy are 75 and be not 
afraid of their Terror, neither be troubled, 1 Pet. iii. 14. 


and How little is the Happineſs of Suffering known in the World, 
theſWiince it ſpeaks of it in a Manner to different from this Apoſtle ! 
x tofflf it is an Happineſs to ſuffer for Wie ſake ; far from being 

afraid thereof, let us acknowledge the Honour that God does us. 
Nothing but thy Love, O Lord, can ſuppreſs in our Hearts the 
Fear of Men, and eſtabliſh therein the Peace of God. --- The 


more uncommon this Grace is, the more earneſtly ought we to 
it of him. | | 


duch Honour all thy Saints poſſeſs, When call'd to teſtify thy Grace, 
All Sufferers for Righteouſneſs, O ſet as Adamant my Face, 

Such Honour I have here; My ftedfaſt Heart prepare: 
ut O! thy Righteouſneſs I want, Rejected and abhorr'd of Men, 
want t' endure till thou appear, O might I all thy Burthen bear, 

ng. never, never faint. And Glory in thy Pain, 


January 30- ("7 Charles's Mart, 


T HEY (the Wicked) think it ſtrange that you run not with 
them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, ſpeaking Evil of you, 


1 Pet. iv. 4. 5 


Let us leave the World to be provoked at our Change, to tar 


us with Singularity, to make us the Subject of their Laughter: 


our Advantage is to have it for our Enemy, and our Glory to be 
expoſed to its Inſults after the Example of Jeſus Chriſt. How 
ſtrong ſhould we be, if we had no longer any War to wage with 
our Paſſions, but only with the World, 


Let me but hear my Saviour ſay, Sweet Pleaſures mingle with the Pains, 
Strength ſhall be equal to the Day, While his left Hand my Head ſuſtains 


Then I rejoice in deep Diſtreſs, Not all that M 
en on Earth can do, 
Leaning on all- ſufficient Grace. Nor Pow'rs on high, nor Pow'rs below, 


I can do all Things, or can bear Shall cauſe his Mercy to remove, 
All Snffrings, if my Lord be there: Or wean our Hearts fromChriſtourLoy 


art. 


January 31. 6 | 7 


LE T them that ſuffer according to the Will of God, commit 
the keeping of their Souls to him in well doing, as unto a 
faithful Creator, 1 Pet. iv. 19. 


How happy is a Man, when he can fay he /ufers according to 
the Will of God, and with an entire Refignation to him! Let 
us be faithful under his Trials and Viſitations: and he will be fo 
in giving us Conſolation and Afiiſtance, and in crowning in us 
his own Graces and Mercies. an; 


Deliver from the Wrath to come, 
And ſcourge me, Saviour, to the Tomb ; 
J to thy righteous Will ſubmit, 
And weep unanſwer'd at thy Feet ; 
And when my dying Head I bow, 
Aſſure me then, I hou heard'ſt me now. 


February 1. ( 32 ) 


B ſober, be vigilant; becauſe your adverſary the Devil, as a roarin 
Lion, walketh about ſeeking whom he may devour. i Pet. v. & 


= 


The Devil watches, in order to our Perdition, as God watches 
over .us, for our Salvation. The Devil corrupts our Senſes by an 
inordinate Uſe of the Creatures, and our Minds by caufing it to 
be entirely poſſeſſed by them. Let us reſiſt him in the Faith by 
Vigilance and Prayer.---It is by being vigilant over our ſelves, and 
employing our Thoughts concerning God, that we avoid all Sur- 
prize from our grand Adverſary. 


Take this poor, wand'ring, worthleſs Heart, 
Its Wand'rings all to Thee are known, 
May no falſe Rival claim a Part, 
Nor Sin'&er rob Thee of thine own. 


Stir up thy interpoſing Power, 
Save me from Sin, from Idols ſave, 
Snatch me from fierce Temptation's Hour, 
And hide, O hide me in the Grave. 


rin 
v. 8. 
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February 2. (33) Purificationof the B. J. 


A* D when the Days of her Purification, according to the Law 
of Moſes, were accompliſhed, they brought him to Feruſalem, 
to preſent him to the Lord. (As it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, Every Male that openeth the Womb ſhall be called Holy 
to the Lord). Luke ii. 22, 23. k 

Feſus ſubmits to the Law to redeem thoſe who were oppreſs'd 
with it. --- Would to God that Parents would preſent their Chil- 
dren to the Lord, with a Piety and Faith, pure and diſengaged 
from the Earth, in Imitation of the bleſſed Virgin. O Teſas, 
Redeemer of the World | grant that I may be redeemed by thy 
Blood from its Slavery, and belong entirely to God ; and offer up 
to thy Service, by thy Grace, my Body, Soul, and Spirit, a liv- 
ing Sacrifice, holy and acceptable in thy Sight. 
Father, Lord of Earth and Heaven, Him we call'd not ours but thine, 
Spare, or take, what thou haſt given: Him we promis'd to reſign. 
Sole Diſpoſer of thine own, Meekly we our Vow repeat, 
Let thy ſovereign Will be done. Nature ſhall to Grace ſubmit, 
When thou didſt our {aac give, Let him on the Altar lie, 
Him we trembled to receive, Let the Victim live, or die. 


February 3. T1 F 
nt ye one another with a Kiſs of Love, Peace be with 
%- you all that are in Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. I Pet. v. 14. ( 


Union, Peace, and Love, are the Seal of the Apoſtolic Epiſtles, 
and the Kiſs is the Symbol of theſe Virtues. This Kiſs is hoh, 
when the Principle from which it comes is a pure loving Heart w. 
devoted to God: It is deteſtable when it proceeds from an impure iſ K. 
Soul, abandoned to the World and Sin. --- Let this Prayer, O my yi 
Saviour! of thy Apoſtle, be always in our Hearts, and let this C 
Deſire, and this Amen, draw down upon thy Church the Grace 
and the Peace, which thou haſt purchaſed for her with thy moſt 
precious and invaluable Blood. 


Prince of univerſal Peace ! O that now, with Pardon bleſt, 


| Deſtroy the Enmity, We each might each embrace, 
Bid our * and Diſcords ceaſe, Quietly together reſt, 
Write us all in thee : And feed upon thy Grace, 
Cruel as wild Eeaſts we are, Like our Chriſtian Parents live, 


Till vanquiſh'd bv thy Mercy's Power, Great Shepherd make thy Goodneſs 
Men like Wolves each other tear, All into thy Fold receive, [known, 
And their own Fleſh devour. And keep for ever one. 


1th 
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February 4. (23 


RACE and Peace be multiplied unto you, thro' the Know- 
ledge of God, and of Feſus our Lord, 2 Pet. i. 2. 


Hou little Satisfaction does all Manner of Learning give to one 
who reliſhes the Knowledge of God and of Feſus Chriſt : Other 
Knowledge often puffs and dries up the Heart, and diſturbs it 


with a thouſand Inquietudes, The Knowledge of God and of Feſus 
Chrift, is a Source of Humility and Peace. 


The Grace, and Peace of Gon, 
The Father, and the Son, 
All Bleflings are on us beſtow'd 
By Two for ever one: 
From God, and Chriſt our Lord, 
The Spirit we receive, 
And by his perfect Grace reſtor'd, 
In perfect Peace ſhall live. 


February 5. ( 36 ) 


g Ccording as his divine Power hath given unto us all Things 
=> that pertain unto Life and Godlineſs, thro' the Knowledge of 
Him that hath called us to Glory and Virtue, 2 Pet. i. 3. 


Faith is the firſt Grace, and the Fountain of all others. All 


Things that pertain unto Life and ware are the Gift of God. 
The glorious Life of Fe/us Chriſt is the Origin of our Call 10 Glory 
thro' Faith. What 1s he not able to perform in our Heart, who, 
in order to draw us to God, employs the ſovereign, efficacious 
Power, which he received from his Father in his Reſurrection ? 


Js 


Thou ſeeſt our Weakneſs, Lord, Let us, in Life and Death, 
Our Hearts are known to Thee, Ty ſtedfaſt Truth declare, 

O lift Thou up the ſinking Hand, And publiſh, with our lateſt Breath, 
Confirm the feeble Knee. Thy Love and Guardian Care, 


* 


February 6. L 37 ] 


WHereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miles ; that by theſe you might be Partakers of the divine 
Nature, having eſcaped the Corruption that is in the World 
thro' Luſt, 2 Pet. i. 4. | 


The Grace of Jzsus Car1sT is truly precious, being purchaſed at the 
Price of his Blood : It is truly great, working in us, after ſuch a Manner, as 
1s proportioned to our Weakneſs, and to the Majeſty of God: It is a Grace 
promiſed in the Old Teſtament, and given in the New: A Grace, which 
makes us love God, which cauſes us to accompliſh his Law, by engraving it 
on the Heart, which changes the Heart, heals it and frees it from the Love 
of the World, and from a fond Affection for the Creatures; and which Re- 
news in it the Image of God, unites it to him, and makes it n of the 
Holineſs of his Being in Jeavs CHRIST, 


Love divine, all Love excelling, _ Jeſus, thou art all Compaſſion, 
Joy of Heaven, to Earth come down, Pure unbounded Love thou art, 
Fix in us thy humble Dwelling, Viſit us with thy Salvation, 
All thy faithful Mercies crown : Enter every waiting Heart. 


| 
i 


February 7. 389 


M Y beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as you 
know that your Labour is not in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58, 


The Victory is never ſo compleat in this World, but that there 
is always Occaſion for us to fight, to watch, and to pray. There 
is not one Moment wherein we have no Need that God ſhould 


work in us by the Grace of Feſus Chriſt. Without him, there is 


nothing in us but Inability and Unworthineſs. Our only Refuge 
is, to addreſs ourſelves, and adhere to him, by a lively Faith and 
humble Prayer; to labour in him by an abundant Love; and to 
expect from him, by a firm and unmoveable Hope, the eternal 
Recompence. : 


Come, Almighty, to deliver, Thee we would be always bleſling, 
Let us all thy Life receive, Serve Thee as thy Hoſts above, 
Suddenly return, and never, Pray and praiſe Thee without ceaſing, 


Never more thy Temple leave: Glory in thy perfect Love. 


February 8. [ 39 ] 


REloved, ſeeing ye look for ſuch Things (new Heavens and a 
new Earth) be diligent, that ye may be found of him in Peace 
without Spot and blamelets, 2 Pet. iii. 14. | 


Let the Expectation then of eternal good Things quench in us 
the Thirſt of all earthly, which deprives us of Peace; let it make * 
us hate the World which corrupts us ; and let it ſeparate us from 


Sin, which renders us unclean, and altogether unworthy of God, 


of Happineſs, and of Heaven. 


Thou Judge of Quick and Dead, O may we thus be found 


Before: whoſe Bar ſevere, Obedient to his Word ; 
With holy Joy, or guilty Dread, Attentive to the Trumpet's Sound, 
We all ſhall ſoon appear; And looking for our Lord / 
Our caution'd Souls prepare O may we thus inſure 
For that tremenduous Day, Our Lot among the bleſt, 


And fill us now with watchful Care, And watch a Moment, to fſecars 
And ſtir us up to pray. An everlaſting Reſt. 


February 9. ( 40 ) 


HAT which we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you, 
that ye alſo may have Fellowſhip with us; and truly our 
Fellowſhip is with the Father, and with his Son Feſus Chriſt, 


„„ \ 


The Chriſtian Religion is the Felloauſbip of Men with Jeſus Chrift, and WM fel 
by him with God, and with other Men in Jeſus Chriſt, for the Sake of 
God, by the Means of Faith. — Faith joins us in Fellowſhip with God, wh 
that we may be filled with him as his Temples ; be made Partakers of his 
divine Nature, as his Children ; be received into his Glory, nouriſhed 
with his Truth, and conſummated in his Love, as the Members of his Son, fro: 
Is there enough in one Heart to comprehend ſo great a Love, to receive ſuch Ble 
divine Graces, to acknowledge ſuch ſtupendous Mercies? Let us at leall 


give it him all intire. a | | M 
Our heavenly Father calls, God pities all my Griefs, | = 
And Chriſt invites us near, |  Hepardons every Day, Gi 

With both our Friendſhip ſhall be ſweet Almighty to protect my Soul, No 


And our Communion dear. And wiſe to guide my Way: 


February 10. [ 41 ] 14165" 


F we walk in the Light, as he is in the Light, we have Fel- 
lowſhip one with another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son cleanſeth us from all Sin, 1 John i. 7. e 


We reſemble God only by our Spirit and Manners. By theſe 
we enter into Fellowſhip with him; hy theſe we ſeparate our- 
ſelves from him. All the imitable Perfections which are in God, 
ſuch as Truth, Love, Purity, Juſtice, Mercy, are the Light in 
which we .ought to walk, and the ſhining Pattern which we 
ought to imitate. It is to this End that we have been cleanſed 


from our Sins by the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and it is by the ſame 


Blood that we cleanſe our ſelves daily. 


Prince of Life! for Sinners flain, Surely now the Prayer he hears, 
Grant us Fellowſhip with Thee, Faith preſents the Crucify'd, _ 
Fain we would partake thy Pain, Lo! the wounded Lamb appears, 
Share thy mortal Agony); Pizrc'd his Feet, his Hands, his Side, 
Give us now th' amazing Pow'r, Hangs our Hope on yonder Tree, 
Now bring back the dying Hour. Hangs and bleeds to Death for me. 


February 11. (42) - v7 Yay Fe 


1 F we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us oufſſ{xx 
Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouineſs. 1 John i. 9. U 


Comfortable Words theſe to a Sinner! whom the Sight of hüt v 
Sins caſts into a Dread of the Judgements of God. A Confaſton which galt 
is humble and ſincere can ſecure him from them; but to make it Th. 
ſuch, it muſt proceed from the Hatred of Sin, and from the Love 
of God. Both theſe are the Fruit of the Blood of Chriſt ; and 
to that adorable Blood God owes, as one may ſay, the Salvation 
of the converted Sinner, both by the Juſtice of the Redemption, 
and by his Faithfulneſs to his free and voluntary Promiſes. 


Father, I now my Sin confeſs © may thy ſweet implanted Love, 
The Cauſe of all my ſad Diſtreſs, This Root of Bitterneſs remove, 
Compell'd, alas! to know: This carnal Mind deſtroy; 


Spoil'd of my Crown by Sin I am, Renew'd in perfect Righteouſneſs, 
It turns my Glory into Shame, My Soul ſhall then be Life and Peace, 
And everlaſting Wae. And pare eternal Joy, 


- 


Our 
9. 


his 
nich 
de it 
oe 
and 
tion 
ion, 


ace, 


February 12. (43) 


WI CH (Faith) ſome profefling, have erred concerning the 
Faith. 1 Tim, vi. 21. | 


What is the ordinary Fruit of a vain Curioſity, and of a Philoſophy 
full of Pride and Preſumption, but a fatal erring concerning the Faith? 
That which puffs up the Mind, fills it with Vanity, and renders it incap- 
able of that Humility which Faith requires, cannot but be the Deſtruction 
thereof. The moſt holy Inſtructions do not ſanctify a Man, if Grace do 
not cauſe him to practiſe them. — Let us open our Ears to the Word 
delivered by Men; let us open our Hearts to the Grace of God. But 
who can open theſe, but he alone who openeth, and no Man ſhutteth, and 
mutteth, and no Man openeth ? Open thou, O Lord, that Heart which thou 
deſigneſt to fill with thy Truths, and cauſe me to love them, to preſerve 
them with Care, and to practiſe them with Fidelity. | 


The Caution is not vain : Yet will we boldly preſs — 
We may unfaithful prove, T'ward our high Calling's Prize, 
And turn from God, to Sin again, And follow after Holineſs, 
And fall from pard'ning Love: And to Perfection rife, 


February 13. 644) 

5 A we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, If any Man picagh any 
other Goſpel unto you, than that ye have oa bet him 

be accurſed, Gal. i. . 


The Apoſtle cannot poſſibly be ſilent concerning the Unity, Parity, and 
Immutability of the Goſpel. Let us not fear, left we ſnould carry this Mat- 
ter too far, ſo long as we follow Jesus CitisT and his Apoſtles. — The 
Goſpel of Cnri1sT is crucified between two Thieves: namely, the Feavs, who 
render it more difficult, by adding thereto the inſupportable Burden of the * 
Law; and wicked Chriſtians, who would fain render it more eaſy, by leſſen - * 
ing the amiable Yoke of the Croſs. Nature defends itfelf ſufficiently againſt to 
the former, and Grace ought to give us an Abhorrence of the latter. al 


Ye that paſs by, behold the Man! Beneath my Load he faints and dies, 

TheMan of Griefs! condemn'd for you, I fill'd his Soul with Pangs unknown, P. 

The Laus of Gov! for Sinners ſlain, I caus'd theſe mortal Groans and Cries, F. 
Weeping to Ca/fary purſue. I kill'd the Father's only Son. Fe 
His ſacredLimbs they ſtretch, they tare, O thou dear ſuffering Son of God, 7 

With Nails they faſter to the Wood How doth thy Heart to Sinners move? U 

His ſacred Limbs — expos'd and bare, Help me to catch thy precious Blood, T 
Or only cover'd with his Blood, Help me to taſte thy dying Love. 


February 14. [ 45 ] 


G ROW in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: To him be Glory both now, and 
for ever. Amen. 2 Pet. iii. 18. 


What do we here below, if we advance not daily in the Know- 
ledge and the Love of Feſus aſh gp! Paul may plant, and Apollos 
may water, but none but Thou, Lord, can give the Increaſe, which 
we beg of thee. Work it-in us by thy Grace that we may render 
to thee the Glory thereof in Time and in Eternity. It is to thee 
alone it entirely belongs. 


Praiſe to thy Name, Eternal God, = Make all thy potent Virtues known, 

For all the Grace Thou ſhed'ſt abroad, To chear a Plant fo much thy own. 

For all thine Influence from above, And thou, bleſt Spirit, deign to blow 

To warm our Souls with ſacred Love. RreſhGales of Heav'n on Shrubs below, 

Unchanging Sun, thy Beams diſplay, So ſhall they grow, and breathe abroad 

To drive the Froſts and Storms away; A Fragrance grateful to our God. 
D | 


(46) 


REbold, he cometh with Clouds; and every Eye ſhall fee him, 
and they alſo which pierced him; and all Kindreds of the 
Earth ſhall wail becauſe of him: even ſo, Amen. Rev. i. 7. 


February 15. 


" Happy that Perſon, who prevents the Wrath of God, by fix- 
ing the Eye of a lively Faith upon Jeſus Chriſt crucified, and judg- 


ing himſelf before the Lord comes to judge him. --- God ſeems to 


conceal his Power at preſent, and to yield to Sinners ; but in how 
dreadful a Manner will he avenge himſelf upon them at the lait 
Day! The Death of our bleſſed Saviour is the Conſequence of 
Sin; and the Cauſe of the Sinner's Converſion, but it will be 
then the Confufion and Puniſhment of the Unbeliever. Grant, 
O Jeſus, that it may be. our Confidence and our Refuge! 


' Deſcending on his azure Throne, Shout all the People of the Sky, 

He claims the Kingdoms for his own, And all ye Saints of the moſt High; 
The Kingdoms all obey his Word, Our Lord, who now his Right obtains, 
And hail him their triumphant Lord. For ever, and for ever Reigus. 


(47) 
H I M that overcometh will I make a Pillar in the Temple of 
my God, and he ſhall go no more out; and I will write upon 
him the Name of my God, and the Name of the City of my God, 


which is New Feruſalem, which cometh down out of Heaven from 
my God; and I will write upon him my new Name. Rev. iii. 12. 


February 16. 


Nothing but the Glory of God is worthy to crown a Victory, which his 
Grace has obtained. It is by this Victory that the Deſigns of God concern- 
ing his Children are accompliſhed : It is by Hope and Love that they arrive 
at the Gift of final Perſeverance, and receive the Crown — Vouchſafe, 
O Jesvs, my Lok b, to write upon me the Name of God thy Father, in giving 
me to him for one of his Children, and in evri#ing his Law in my Heart, 
by the Spirit of the divine Adoption which is Love. Write upon me the 
Name of the City of God, in making me a Citizen thereof, a living, and an 
immoveable Pillar to all Eternity. Write upon me the new Name, which 
thou received'ſt at thy Reſurrection, in making me partake of thy zeww 
celeſtial and divine Life, and of thy magnificent Titles of Son of God, 
of King, and of Prieſt, into the Poſſeſſion whereof thy Reſurrection has fully 
Put thee, according to all the Glory, and all the Rights annexed to them, 


February 17. © 
1 Counſel thee to buy of me Gold tried in the Fire, that thou may- 
eſt be rich; and white Raiment, that thou mayeſt be cloathed, 


and that the Shame of thy Nakedneſs do not appear; and anoint 
thine Eyes with Eye- ſalve that thou mayeſt ſee. Rev. iii. 18. 


I counſel thee, who art poor, and blind, and naked, to buy of me, without 
Money or Price, Gold purified in the Fire; true living Faith which 1s purified 
in the Furnace of Affliction, and white Raiment, true Holineſs and Zye- ſalve, 
ſpiritual Illumination; the Unction of the Holy One, which teacheth us all 
Things. — I. W. | | | 
Gladly I take thy lov'd Advice, To ſwallow up my ſinful Shame, 
While without Money, without Price, Whate'er I have, whate'er I am, 

I come thy Grace to buy; In Purity of Love. 

Faith, as the golden Bullion pure, All Things that I may clearly ſee, 


Which can the fiery Teſt endure, The Spirit which proceeds from thee, 


And all my Wants ſupply. The Union I implore : 
I come to buy that richeſt Dreſs, O might 1 now the Bleſſing gain, 


The Saints unſpotted Holineſs, The Sight of Thee, my Loxd, obtain, 


The Covering from above; And never loſe it more, 


e, 


un, 


February 18, ( 49 ) 

Ehold, I ſtand at the Door, and knock: If any Man hear my 

Voice, and open the Noor, I will come in to him, and wall 

ſup with him, and he with me. Rev. iii. 20. 5 

There is not one Moment of our Lives, which may not be that of our 
Death, and of our Judgment. Happy that Perſon whom neither the Death 
of Sin, nor the Sleep of Lukewarmneſs, ſhall render deaf to the Voice of 
Jesus CyrisT! To open the Door to him, is to be always ready to quit 
Life, in order to be reunited to Him to all Eternity. O happy Day! where- 
in Thou, O Loxp, wilt enter into the inmoſt Receſſes of my Heart, and of 
all my Subſtance, to penetrate it with thy immortal and glorious Life, to 
nouriſh me with Thyſelf, to cauſe me to enjoy thy Reſt, and to ſatisfy me 
with thy Delights in the Poſom of thy Father. | 


Haſt thou not invited all, Full of Pain and Sin am], 
Who groan beneath their Sin ? I ever bear my Shame, 

Weary I obey thy call, Waiting till my Loap paſs by, 

And come to be made clean: And call me by my Name, 


Give my burthen'd Conſcience Eaſe, Surely now my Pain he fees, _ 
O grant me now the promis'd Reſt, And I ſhall quickly be releas'd, 

Jzsvs, Maſter, ſeal my Peace, Jesvs, Maſter, ſeal my Peace, 
And take me to thy Breaſt, And take me to thy Breaſt. 


February 19. EY > I 
A ND the ſeventh Angel ſounded, and there were great 1 / 

in Heaven, ſaying, The Kingdoms of this World are become 1“ 
the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign I u 
for ever and ever. Amen. Rev. xi. 15. 


O inconceivable Joy of Believers, at he Proſpe& of the Kingdom of Gov, ¶ Sa 
and of ]EsUs CHrIsT on Earth, and of its Perfection in Heaven! Let us T} 
learn of them to ſay frequently, and with the loud Voice of great Love, O pol 
my God, Thy Kingdom come. — The Lord's Chriſt is primarily our ador- the 
able Head, anointed. with the Divinity itſelf, and all thoſe, who believe in me 
Him here, ſhall be Partakers of his Kingdom hereafter. How much Adoration, N 
Joy, Love, and Thankſgiving, on the Account of the Glory and of the King- 75 

dom of Gov, does this Amen of the heavenly Choir contain! Let us begin Th 
here on Earth to fill our Hearts with theſe devout Affections, and to ſay this W 
myſterious Amen as we ought, by placing our Joy in ſeeing * Kingdom of An 
Our LORD eſtabliſhed by the Sanctification of Souls. 77 


Now reveal thy full Salvation, While both Saints and Angels join; J Bat 
Let thy brighteſt Lightnings ſhine, Sounds the Trumpet, 
In the thund'ring Acclamation Fame's unfurl'd the Crimſon Sign: || Th 


February 20. a} 


ND they overcame him by the Blood of the Lamb, and by 
the Word of their Teſtimony ; and they loved not their Lives 
unto the Death. Rev. xii. 11. | 


To Jztsvs CHr1sT, and to his Death, is due all the Glory of our Salvati- 
on, and all the Honour of every Victory gain'd over the Devil and Sin. — 
Salvation depends upon the Fidelity we owe to the Goſpel, and to the Truth : 
This Fidelity depends upon our Diſengagement from Life, Eaſe, and tem- 
poral Conveniencies ; and all this depends upon the victorious Grace which 
the Blood of Cnxisr has merited for us. Ought we to continue one Mo- 
ment without deſiring it, and without returning him unfeigned Thanks for it? 


Now the old Dragon is o'erthrown, By that they quench'd his fiery Darts, 
Th* Accuſer of the Saints caſt down, And holding faſt the ſacred Word, 
The grand Deceiver of Mankind, They flew him with the Spirit's Sword. 


Who brought their ſecret Sins to mind, Arm'd with the dear Redeemer's Mind, 
And charged them at the Bar of Gor, Their Lives they chearfully reſign d, 


Till cover'd with theirSaviour'sBlood. ambitious of the torturing Flame, 


But _—_ in the martyr'd Lamb, They ſhew'd the Power of Jeſas* Name, 


The witneſſes their foe o ercame, hearts Rejoic'd their Faithfulneſs to prove, 


The Blood that calm'd their ſprinkled And paid him back his dying Love. 


February 21, Len 1 


A ND the Earth helped the Woman, and the Earth opened her 
Mouth, and ſwallowed up the Flood which the Dragon caſt 
out of his Mouth. Rev. xii. 16. 


Let us adore this Portion of Earth united to the Word, which, 
being opened by ſo many Wounds upon the Croſs, has ſwallowed 
up the World and Sin, and abſorbed Death in its own Death. | 
In the Holes of this Rock we muſt hide ourſelves; from thence 
we muſt draw all our Strength, 


. 


By our illuſtrious Gen'ral fir'd, We'll trace the Foot-Steps thou haſt 
We no Extreams would fear, To Triumph and Renown, [drawn 

Prepar'd to ſtruggle and to bleed, Nor ſhun thy Combat, and thy Croſs, 
If Thou, our Lord, be near. May we but ſhare thy Crown. 


February 22. £7; 82 

ND I heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, 
Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth : 

ea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their Labours; and 

their Works do follow them. Rev. xiv. 13. 

Do thou thyſelf, O Holy Spirit, write this ſo important Fruth in our 

Hearts. If all conſiſt in dying well, then ought it to be our whole Bufineſs 

0 prepare ourſelves for it by a holy Life. — To die in the LORD, is to die 

in the Truth of his Faith, in the Unity of his Body, and in the Love of his 


h, ord. — How ſweet is the Labour of Love to thoſe who fix their Thoughts 
h. pon the eternal Ref, which they ſhall enjoy in Gop himſelf ! — Nothin 
7: Vill /o//ow us into the immediate Preſence of Gop, but that which we ſhall 


have done and ſuffered for his Sake. 

The Saints who die of Cuxisr poſſeſt Cloſe followed by their Works they go 
Enter into immediate Reſt : Their Maſter's purchas'd Joy to know; 
For them no farther Teſt remains TheirWorks enhance the Bliſs 3 
Of purging Fires and torturing Pains, And each hath its diſtin Reward: _ 
Who, truſting to their Lozp, depart, Yet glorify'd by Grace alone, 

Cleans'd from allSin,and pure in Heart: They caſt their crowns before the throne 
he Bliſs unmix d, the glorious Prize, And fill the echoing Courts above 

hey find with Cur1sT in Paradiſe. With Praiſes of Redeeming Love. 


iſt 


n 


February 23. Fs ( 54. ) Fe 
A ND the Angel thruſt in his Sickle into the Earth, and gather- . 


2 ed the Vine of the Earth, and caſt it into the great Wine- 
preſs of the Wrath of God. Rev. xiv. 19. 


As the favourable Sickle of Jeſus Chriſt reaps his Wheat when 
ripe for Heaven: ſo that of the Executioners of his Juſtice cuts 
off from this Life the Tares which are fit only for the Fire of 
Hell. — Then at length ſhall the Blood of Chriſt ceaſe to be 
trampled under Foot by Sinners; and that of the Wicked ſhall be 
eternally troden down in Hell, which is the great Wine-preſs of the 
Wrath of God. 


My waken'd Soul extend thy Wings Children of Adam all appear 
Beyond the Verge of mortal Things; With Rev'rence round his awful Bar; 
See this vain World in Smoke decay, For as his Lips pronounce, ye go 
And Rocks and Mountains melt away. To endleſs Bliſs or endleſs Woe. 
Behold the fiery Deluge roll [Pole; Lord to mine Eyes this Scene diſplay, 
'Fhro' Heav'ns wide Arch from Pole to Frequent thro? each revolving Day; | 
Pale Sun no more thy Luſtre boaſt, And let thy Grace my Soul prepare B 
Tremble and fall ye ſtarry Hoſt, - To meet its full Redemption there. Izut 


February 24. =o St, Matthias. 
1 


Gop never fails to make known his Will to Men, when they ſincerely be- 
tech him to do it, and ſeek nothing but his Glory. — Who would not have 
bought that Barſabas was to have been preferred, who, from the Reputation 
i his Sanctity had been /urnamed Juſtus? But God thought fit to determine 
therwiſe : Let it be our Deſire to follow Providence our ſelves; and let 
s pray that Gop will ſet over all his Churches Paſtors after his own Heart, 
ho may feed them with Knowledge and Underſtanding (Fer. iii. 15.) Let us | 
un his Hand in the Determination of every Circumſtance which befalls us, 
ud eſpecially in thoſe by which any ſolemn and important Truſt may be 
tommitted to us. And may the Conſideration of it be an additional En- 
_ upon us, to diſcharge it with becoming Diligence and entire 
delity. * l 


ND they gave forth their Lots; and the Lot fell upon Mat- 
thias, and he was numbred with the eleven Apoſtles, As 1.26. 


Let none within thy Church be found, The humble, pure, and holy Seed, 
But ſimple //-ae/ites indeed, Who truely are what they profeſs, 
but Men of upright Hearts and ſound, Thy Band of Blocd-bought Witneſſes. 


Fury 25. .. (36) Fel 
HEY did eat, they drank, they married Wives, they were 
given in Marriage, until the Day that Noak entered into the I 

Ark : and the Flood came, and deſtroyed them all. Luke xvii. 27. 


The Life of Men, in the Days of Noah, repreſents to us, in a lively Manner, 
the Sottiſhneſs and ſtrange Stupidity of worldly Men, who are entirely taken Ta 
up with this preſent Life, and regard not in the leaſt the Threats of the 
divine Wrath. — It looks as if this Life was given to Men to no other 
Enid, but only that they might acquire ſuch a Share of the good Things 
thereof, as will enable them to paſs it at their Eaſe, in the midſt of all Sorts 
of Conveniencies in Abundance, and with Splendour, and that they might 
ende avour to perpetuate their Name and Family, by advantageous Matches. 
For is not this the Thing which takes up the whole Care and Concern of 
thoſe, whom the World tiles, People of Faſhion, and that which generally 
makes them unhappy Reprobates ? | 


Sin has a thouſand treacherous Arts, She pleads for all the Joys ſhe brings, 
To practice in the Mind; [Hearts, And gives a fair Pretence ; 

Wich Rattering Looks ſhe tempts our But cheats the Soul of heavenly Things, 

But leaves @ Sting behind, And chains it down to Senſe, 


P RO 7A Am eta Pa 


February 26. E69. 


4 | Ikewiſe alſo as it was in the Days of Lot, they did eat, they 


27. drank, they bought, they ſold, they planted, they builded. 
luke xvii. 28. | 
To ſee the Lives of the Generality of Mankind, would one not be apt to 


ner, 


ke 
the nagine, that they were made only to eſtabliſh themſelves upon Earth, to 


1, and drink, and to perform the Buſineſs of the natural or civil Life, and 
lat the World to come, did not at all relate to them: They will open their 
jes at the Time of Death, but Gon grant it may not he to as little Pur- 


ther 
ings 


orts 

ight le as Men opened theirs in the Days of Noah and of Lot. Theſe two dread- 
hes, l Hiſtories are read with the ſame Indifference with which the Roman 
of iſfory is read: and yet they are Types and Prophecies of the miſerable 
ally Nad of the Sinners who read them, if not prevented by a timely Repentance 


wards Go, and Faith in our Lonp Jesvs CHAIsT. 


ge, Tie empty Pageant rolls along, It paſſeth in ſwift March away, 
he giddy unexperienc'd Throng, Still more and more its Charms decay, 
ng, Purſue it with enchanted Eyes: Till the laſt gaudy Colour dies. 


16 


February 27. 1 85 
UT the ſame Day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained Fire 
and Brimſtone from Heaven, and deſtroyed them all. Luke 
XVII. 29. | 
When wa theſe Words and this Figure mean, but only that the greateſt 
Part of Mankind are ſurpriſed by Death, while ſome are thinking only of 
their Pleaſures, others of their Fortunes? — Let us learn of Lot to depiſe 
and forſake every Thing, if there be Occaſion, rather than continue expoſed 
to the Wrath of Gov. — Let us loſe no Time in deliberating ; the Danger 
is always great and imminent, when a Man is not ſure of one Moment, and 
Eternity lies at Stake. One Moment's Delay had expoſed Lot to inevit- 
able Deſtruction by the Fire and Brimſtone of Sodom; we have infinitely 
more to fear. 
To the Haven of thy Breaſt, 
O Son of Man, I fly ; 
Be my Refuge and my Reſt, 
For Oh! the Storm is nigh ; 
Save me from the furious Blaſt, 
A Covert from the Tempeſt be; 
Hide me, Jesvs, till o'erpaſt 
The Storm of Sin I ſee, 


Welcome as the Water-ſpring, 
To a dry, barren Place, 
O deſcend on me and bring 
Thy ſweet refreſhing Grace : 
O'er a parch'd and weary Land, 
As a great Rock extends its Shade, 
Hide me, Saviour, with thine Hand, 
And fkreen my naked Head. 


Fel 


ire 
the 


teſt 
of 
piſe 
ſed 
ger 
and 
vit- 


tely 


7 


February 28. ( 59) 
E. VE N thus ſhall it be in the Day when the Son of Man is 
revealed. Luke. xvii. 30. 

A ſudden and univerſal Deluge, and a Rain of Fire and Brimſtone, are on- 
Types and Shadows of the laſt Deſolation. — Even thus ſhall it be in the 
Day, &c. are not Words ſpoken at Random: No, they are Words of 
faith, which aſſure us, that the World ſhall be ſurpriſed, that the Wrath of 
God ſhall pour down upon Sinners like Rain, and ſwallow them up like a 
Deluge, and that a very ſmall Number ſhall eſcape his Juſtice. — A falſe 
Notion which Men frame to themſelves of a Mercy, without Rule or Mea- 
ire, incourages the greateſt Part of the World in the Neglect of their Salva- 
ton. Let us judge of the divine Juſtice by theſe two Examples, fince it is to 


tis End that our bleſſed Lord propoſed them to us. 
I the Time of my Diſtreſs Firſt and laſt, in me perform 
Thou haſt my Succour been, The Work thou haſt begun, 
lu my utter Helpleſſneſs, | Be my Shelter from the Storm, 
Reſtraining me from Sin ; My Shadow from the Sun; 
0 how ſwiftly didſt thou move Sprinkle ſtill the Mercy-Seat, 
To ſave me in the trying Hour! And bring thy Father's Anger down, 
Still protect me with thy Love, Skreen me, I ESU, from the Heat 


And ſhield me with thy Power. And Tertor of his Frown. 


February 29. (60) 


N that Day, he which ſhall be upon the Houſe-top, and his 

Stuff in the Houſe, let him not come down to take it away: 

and he that is in the Field let him likewiſe not return back, 
Luke xvil. 31. | 


Let us leave that to periſh, which muſt periſh : Let us ſave our immortal 
Part. — There is nothing among all the good Things of the World, which 
deſerves we ſhould hazard our Lives for it, much leſs our Souls. Life is 
mort. —Death is at the Gate, the Hour is uncertain: and, at that Hour, 

"whatever we love and value in the World will be taken away from us; what 
Folly is it then to ſet our Affections upon any Thing here below! —— Let 
us not be ſollicitous to change that State and Condition wherein Gop hath 
thought · ſit to place us; but let us therein, with Patience, wait for that State 
which will never change. | 


In Hope believing againſt Hope, To me he ſoon ſhall bring it nigh, 
Feſus! my Lord and God I claim, My Soul ſhall then outſtrip the Wind, 

Jeſus! my Strength, ſhall lift me up, On Wings of Love mount up on high, 
Salvation i in Jeſas Name: And leave the World and Sin behind. 


Fd 
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March 1. + 8 
REMEMBER Les Wife. Lube xvii. 32. 


When we have once quitted the World we muſt not think any more of it, 
nor return to our former Inclinations, when God has weaned us from them. 
— A Man is ſometimes ſo great an Enemy to his own Good, that he re- 
grets the Loſs of wicked Company, and of thoſe Opportunities of ruining 
himſelf, from which he has been delivered through the Mercy of God. This 
is a Piece of Ingratitude which He cannot bear, and which He puniſhes very 
ſeverely. We muſt, even with Joy, relinquiſh our Friends and Relations, 
our Wealth and temporal Advantages, and raze them out of 'our Memory, 
whenever they become Obſtacles to our Salvation. — We love them with a 
criminal Fondneſs, when we leave them with Grief and Anxiety, - | 


Engrave her Doom upon my Heart, That I may never more draw back, 
That I may never wiſh to part, Saviour, into thy Boſom take, [mine 
(So apt to tempt my loving God, And make, this dear-bought Houl of 
To ſtop and 8 on the Road) A Monument of Grace divine. 


March.2. | (62) 


WW Hoſoerer ſhall ſeek to ſave his Life, ſhall loſe it : and who- 
ſoever ſhall loſe his Life, ſhall preſerve it. Luke xvii. 33. 


Happy is the Loſs when a Man * himſelf, full of Sins and 
corrupt Inclinations, and ſubject to Death, in order to find him- 
ſelf again innocent, full of Love, immortal and glorious ! ---- The 
Love alone of this ſhort and periſhing Life can make us 
reſolve 175 All in Order to ſaue it; but we muſt reſolve to loſe 
even this Life it ſelf for the Sake of One infinitely better and 
eternal. --- Had we but Faith ſhould we not be willing to do 
more for the Life of the Soul, than for that of the Body ? But 
that which. we do now is too often the direct Contrary. | 


| To ſuffer and abſtain With Thee I daily die, . 
My Calling here I ſe, Thy welcome Burthen bear, 
Kenounce myſelf my Lord to gain, And follow after to the Sky, _ ö 
And die to live with Thee; And claim a Kingdom there. 


March 3. ( 63) 1 
1 Tell you, in that Night there ſhall be two Men in one Bed; 
* the one ſhall be taken, and the other ſhall be left. Luke 
XVII. 34. | 1 | | 

It is an Advantage to be united to Chriſtians, either by Friend - 
ſhip or Relation ; but if we defire to improve this Advantage as 
we ought, and to be ſaved with them, we muſt imitate their Ex- 
ample. --- God can eafily diſcern, in all Places, and diſtinguiſh 
thoſe who are his. It is in the Night of Tribulation, Perſecution, 
extreme Calamity, and Death, that this Diſtinction is made. Let 
us prepare ourſelves for it, while it is Day. ; 


If Thou, my Jesvs, ſtill be nigh, Secure when mortal Comforts flee, 
Chearful I live, and joyful die; To find Ten Thouſand Worlds in Thee. 


T know Thee, Saviour, who Thou art, Lame as I am, I take the Prey, 
Jesvs, the feeble Sinner's Friend; Fell, Earth, and Sin withEaſe o'ercome; 
Nor wilt thou with the Night depart, I leap for Joy, purſue my Way, | 
But ftay, and love me to the End; And as a bounding Hart fly Home, 
Thy Mercy never ſhall remove, Thro' all Eternity to prove | 
Thy Nature, and thy Name is Love. Thy Nature and thy Name is Love. 


March 4. (4) 


Two Women ſhall be inding. together; the one ſhall, be 
taken, and the other left. --- Two Men ſhall be in the Field; 
the one ſhall be taken, and the other left. Luke xvii. 35, 36. 


God has his Children, and the Devil his Slaves, in all Places, 
and in all Conditions of Life; it is therefore neceſſary in all, for 
Men to labour and watch, that they may be of the Number of 
1 vw belong to God, and that they may avoid the Snares of 
the evil. E | 3 1524 Pri” *ft: 2 


I would be fiript of all, But a& according to thy Will, 


And calmly wait 2 * And ſpeak, and think, and be. 
Poor, at thy Feet, and helpleſs fall, Te” 
And weep my Life away, n 
I would be truly ſtill, Inceſſant pray, Thy Will be done * - 


Nor ſet a Time to Thee, In Earth, as 'tit in H 


March 5. 665 ) 


ND they anſwered and ſaid unto him, Where, Lord? And 
he ſaid unto them, Whereſoever the Body is, thither will the 
Eagles be gathered together. Luke xvii. 37. 


The Children of God are ſpiritual Eagles, who ſoar towards 
Heaven, to ſeek Jeſus Chriſt there; and not Ravens who ſeek 
only to gorge themſelves with the Things on Earth. -- "Theſe 
Eagles and Ravens are here below mixed together in the Church, 
which is the Body of Chriſt, diffuſed throughout the World, and 
compoſed of all Nations. But in Heaven none but Eagles will be 
gathered together, and reunited in this immortal Body of which 
Chriſt is the Head, the Strength, the Food, the Joy and the 


eternal Felicity. 


Let Cares like a wild Deluge come, There ſhall I bathe my weary Soul 
And Storms of Sorrow fall, In Seas of Heav'nly Reſt, 

May I but ſafely reach my Home, And not a Wave of Trouble roll 
My God, my Heav'n, my aut. Acroſs my peaceful Breaſt. 


March 6. ( 66 ) 


ND he ſpake 2 Parable unto them to this End, that Men 


1 ought always to pray, and not to faint. Luke xviii. 1. 


Prayer is a Duty properly belonging to ſuch as are Poor and Needy; 
which muſt be continual in this Life, becauſe we are continually filled with 
Wants. The Tempter is never weary in aſſaulting us, let us never grow 
weary in reſiſting him with the Arms of Prayer. To pray always, and to 
ſpeak but little, is one of the Paradoxes of the Goſpel : This Duty requires 
little of the Tongue, much of the Heart. — A Man may be juflly ſaid a/- 
ways to pray when he has God akways 1 8 to his Mind, and always de- 


ba, him, whether he do it ſtanding or kneeling, in Reſt or Labour, in Grief 
Or Oy. | f | F | | 


« 


Surely if we ovght, we may, Thou, who gaveſt the Command, 


Every Moment watch and pray : Nothing can thy Will withſtand; 
Simply I receive thy Word, And, if I believe in Thee, 


| |} Mercifal, Almighty Loxp : Nothing is too hard for me. 


2 I ow WP 


March 7; ( 67 ) 
A ND the Apoſtles ſaid unto the Lord, Inereaſe our Faith. 
Luke xvii. 5. 8 | 
How neceſſary is this Prayer continually throughout the whole 
Courſe of our Lives ; and eſpecially when we are to ws Inju- 
ries, and to ſacrifice to Love the deceitful Sweetneſs of Revenge 
--- Faith decays every Moment, unleſs it be ſupported by Prayer 
--- Prayer owes its Birth to Faith; but Faith owes its Increaſe to 
Prayer: and both are a Gift of God in every Degree - Lord, 
Thou alone, canſt infuſe, preſerve, and perfect thy Gifts in us, 
and make them helpful and ſubſervient one to another. | 


Away my unbelieving Fear ! Barren altho' my Soul remain, 
Fear ſhall in me no more have Place; And no one Bud of Grace appear, 
My Saviour doth not yet appear, No Fruit of all my Toil and Pain, 
He hides the Brightneſs of his Face: But Sin, and only Sin is here: | 
But ſhall I therefore let him go, Altho' my Gifts and Comforts loft, 
And baſely to the Tempter yield? My blooming Hopes cut off I ſee, 
No, in the Strength of Jesus, No! Yetwill I in my Saviour truſt, 
I never will give up my Shield. And glory that he dy d for me. 


—— — é 


March 8. | ( 68 J ＋ - RIES 


] 

PT HEN drew near-unto him all the Publicans and Sinners for ; 
to hear him. Luke xv. 1. „ 
ae | | 


Chriſt draws Sinners to him, and does not treat them as Per- 
ſons unworthy to hear his Word. --- To hear it with Pleaſure, 
is one of the firft Steps toward Converſion --- To what End did 
our bleſſed Saviour come into the World, if it were not that the 
Sick might feek their Phyſician, that the Blind might draw near 
to the Light, the Ignorant to Truth, and the Miſerable to Mercy? 
-== To draw. near to Chrift o/ aith, Prayer, Love, and Medita- 
Hon yoo his Word, is almoſt every Thing which is to be done in 
this L5e6--- Fs | ag opt ogy 


Lamb of God for Sinners ſlain, From this Bondage, Lord, releaſe, 


bp. ea} M1 LA Q_. = n &S oo - 


To Thee I feebly pray, No longer let me be oppreſt; 
Heal me of my Grief and Pain, Fieſaus, Maſter, ſeal my Peace, 
O take my Sins away. And take me to thy Breaſt, 


— 
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March 9. (669 e 
No he faid, A certain Man had two Sons: - And the younger 
A of them faid to his Father, Father, give me the Portion. of 
Goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his Living. 
Luke xv. 11, 12. | : 


The Prodigal Son is an Emblem of a Sinner. How dangerous is it for us 
to deſire to be at our own Diſpoſal, to live in a State of Independency, and 
to be governed only by ourſelves ! — It is the greateſt Mark of the Wrath 
of God, for Him to hearken to this proud Inelination of our corrupt Hearts, 
and to leave us to ourſelves. — What is the Will of Man (light and incon- 
ſtant as it is) if it be not governed by the unchangeable Will of the Creator! 
It withdrew itſelf from his Guidance and Direction, even when it was ſound, 
and by ſo doing impaired and ruined its Health ; and therefore now that it 
is blind, ſick, and fainting, how extremely does it want the Support of his 
divine Hand. LL | 16 8 


Ve Sons of Adam, vain and young, Purſue the Pleaſures you deſtgn, [Wine, 
Indulge your Eyes, indulge your Tongue; And chear your Hearts with Songs and 
Taſte the Delights your Souls deſire, Enjoy the Day of Mirth, but know 
And give a Looſe to all your Fire. There is a Day of Judgment too! 


— — een 


March 10. ( 70 ) 3 
A ND not many Days after, the younger Son gathered all toge- 
ther, and took his Journey into a far Country, and there waſt- 

ed his Subſtance with riotous Living. Luke xv. 1123. 
Man cannot be guided long by himſelf, without finding, by fatal Experi- 
ence, that he is under the Direction of every blind and deceitful Guide, — 
The Miſery of a Sinner has its Degrees, and he generally arrives Step by 
Step at the higheſt Pitch of it. The firſt Degree of his Miſery is, That he 
loſes Sight of God, and removes at a Diſtance from him. — There is an in- 
finite Diſtance between the Love of Gop and the Love of ourſelves ; and 
yet we paſs in a Moment from the one to the other. 'The ſecond Degree of 
the Sinner's Miſery is, That the Love of God no longer reigning in his 
Heart, carnal Love and Deſire muſt neceſſarily reign therein, and corrupt all 
his Actions. The third Degree is, That he loſes all the ſpiritual Riches of 
his Soul. — Self. love is a very bad Guardian, and a great Waſter of the 


Divine Gifts. He only, who beſtows them on us, can ſecure them; and we 


endeayour to loſe them, if we pretend to keep them without him. | 
No, I ſhall envy them no more, They taſte of all the Joys that grow, 


Who grow profanely great, Upon this earthly Clod ! 


Tho' they increaſe their golden Store, Well, they may ſearch the Creature thre' 
And riſe to wondrous Height, But I will ſearch for God. 


g 
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March 11. [ 71 ö | | mY 


A ND when he had ſpent all, there aroſe a mighty Famine in 
that Land; and he began to be in Want. Luke xv. 14. 


The fourth Degree of a Sinner's Miſery is, that having forfaken 
God, and loft his Grace, and his Love, he can find nothing elſe- 
where, but Poverty, Miſery, and Want. --- It is juſt, that He, Who 
thought he could be happy without God, ſhould find, at a Diſ- 
tance from him, nothing but Affliction, Neceſſity, and Oppreſ- 
fon. How empty is that Soul which no longer enjoys the Bread 
of Truth ! What a Famine is there in that Heart which is no longer 
nouriſhed with Love. | 5 

| The Vengeance to your Follies due, 
Should ſtrike your Hearts with Terror thro), 
How will ye ſtand before his Face, | 
Or anſwer for his injur'd Grace. 


Almighty God turn off their Eyes 
From theſe alluring Vanities ; 
And let the Thunder of thy Word 
Awake their Souls to fear the Lozs. 


March 12. [ 721 


A* D he went and joined himſelf to a Citizen of that Country, 


and he ſent him into his Fields to feed Swine. Luke xv. 15. 


The fifth Degree of the Sinner's Miſery is, That he renders himſelf a Slave 
to the Devil. — The farther a Man removes from the ſupreme and ſove- 
reign Good, the more likewiſe does Darkneſs overſpread his Underſtanding, 
the more heavy does the Yoke of Sin fit upon hisWill, and the more abſolutely 
does this Will ſurrender up itſelf into the Hands of the ovly Maſter, whom 
he deſerves to meet with, who would not continue in the Service of Jzsvs 
CHRrIsT. — We are never ſenſible of this Miſery 'till Gop makes us feel it, 
The fixth Degree of it is, That the Sinner finds by Experience the Hardſhip 
and Rigour of his Slavery. — There is no Maſter ſo cruel as the Devil; 
no Yoke ſo heavy as that of Sin; and no Slavery ſo mean and vile, as for 
a Man to be a Slave to his own carnal, ſhameful, and brutiſh Paſſions, 


Lo the young Tribes of Adam riſe, They give a looſe to wild Deſires ; 
And thro' all Nature rove ; But let the Sinners know 


Fulfil the Wiſhes of their Eyes, The ftri Account that God requires 


And taſte the Joys they love. Of all the Works they do. 


——— öügʃñ — 


March 13. 1 81 M 
A ND he would fain have filled his Belly with the Hufk 
that the Swine did eat : and no Man gave unto him. L 

x7. 16. 


The ſeventh Degree of the Sinner's Miſery is, That havipg deprived 
himſelf of every Thing which he could lawfully and innocently poſſeſs, 
he, in his Hunger, feeds upon worldly Pleaſures or Riches, wherein he. 
J imagines he ſhall find ſome Thing to ſatisfy his Luſts. Miſerable is he 
in not obtaining. That which he defires; and yet more miferable would 
he be if he did obtain it! —— The Pleaſures of the World are the 
Pleaſures of Sabine, always ſtooping towards the Earth, always wallowing in 
Filth and Mire. e Es OM n 


Man has a Soul of vaſt Defires, In vain on Earth we hope to find, 


He burns within with reſtleſs Fires; Some ſolid Good to fill the Mind; 
Toſt to and fro his Paſſions ly, We try new Pleaſures, but we feel 


From Vanity to Vanity. The inward Thirſt and Torment ſtill, 


March 14. 6740 


A Servants of my Father's have Bread enough and to 25 and 
1 periſh with Hunger! Luke xv. 17. 


Let us obſerve here the ſeveral Degrees of a Sinners 8 The | 


firſt is, That he knows his Miſery and the Corruption of his own Heart, 
but how ſhould he ever know this, if the Light which he deſerted did not 
return toward him, and ſeek him in the Abyſs of Darkneſs? — We can- 
not come to ourſelves unleſs God return to us; as we are far from ourſelves, 
when we are far from God. It is the utmoſt Miſery, when God per- 
mits the Sinner to be lulled aſleep in criminal Pleaſure, without being 
awakened by Affliction; or when a continual and undiſturbed Proſperity 
makes him loſe the very Remembrance of the true and ſubſtantial Felicity — 
It is a Beginning of Happineſs, for a Man throughly to comprehend the Mi- 
ſery of Sin, and to own the Happineſs of thoſe who ſerve God. 


I die with Hunger here, he eries, 
I ſtarve in foreign Lands; 
1 Father's Houſe has large Supplies, 
And bounteous are his Hands, * 


ND when he came to himſelf, he ſaid, How many ire 


— : i 


WR 


March 1 5. (75). + cnt 
| Will ariſe, and go to my Father, and will {ay unto him, Father, 
J have finned againſt Heaven, and before thee, Luke xv. 18, 


The ſecond Degree of the Sinner's Converſion is, that he reſolves to ſor- 
fake Sin, and the Occaſion thereof. A Man cannot forſake them both 


I too ſoon, tho it were more from a Senſe of the grievous Conſequences of 


Sin, than from a Hatred of Sin itſelf. Grace purifies all in the Sequel. 
The third Degree of Converſion is, when a Sinner turns toward God, looks 
upon him as a Father, entertains a Deſire to return to him, takes a Reſo - 
lution of doing it, and is convinced he muſt not delay it one Moment, 
becauſe he cannot too ſoon ceaſe to be miſerable ; or without the greateſt 
Folly, by Delay, run the Hazard of being ſo eternally. The fourth Degree 
of the Converſion of a Sinner is, His making a Confeſſion of his Sin, and 
ng. that Confeſſion by a Name of Love, my Father; becauſe the 
Love of Gop is the Foundation of true Repentance. — The chief Motive 
tothe Hatred of Sin is, becauſe it is contrary to the Goodneſs of Gop, and 
becauſe He, who is the beſt of all Fathers, is offended thereby. 


My Father, O my Father hear, And yet thou know'ſt me Heir of all. 
Thy weakeſt Child's imperfect Call; O make me know as I am known, 
Now as a Servant I appear. Speak, Father, am I not thy don, 


March 16. [56] 


AND when they were come into the Houſe, they ſaw the 
OF 


oung Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and wor- 
ſhipped him: and when they had opened their Treaſures, they 
preſented (or offered) unto him Gifts; Gold, and Frankincenſe, 
and Myrrh. Matth. 1i. 11. | js 1 


Loet us learn of theſe to humble ourſelves, to adore Jeſus Chriſt, 


and to give up ourſelves intirely to him, as ſoon as we have found 


him. --- What Faith was here, to worſhip a poor neglected Infant 


as 2 God! And what Power in this Infant, to beſtow ſuch a 
Faith as this, ſo pure, ſo humble; ſo courageous, and ſo deſtitute of 
all human Support ! --- To open one's Heart, is to open one's Trea- 
fare: It is Chriſt who fills it; it is to him that it muſt be opened, 


Celebrate Iumanuel's Name, e Is our Fleſh reveal'd, 
The Prince of Life and Peace, Heaven and Earth in Jefus join, 
God with us our Lips proclaim, Mortal with immortal fill'd, 


Our faithful Hearts confeſs : And human with divine. 


| 
| 
7 
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March 17. (77) 


A ND being warned of God in a Dream, that they ſhould not 
return to Herod, they departed into their own Countryanother 
Way. Matth. ii. 12. © lat... IS 

Let us, like theſe Wiſe-men, be obedient to his Inſpirations, 
and like them take the contrary Courſe from the World. — It 
is one of the firſt Leſſons given to the firſt Chriſtians, That they 
muſt obey God rather than Man, We can never return to Hea- 
ven but by a Road different from That which has carried us away 


from it. It is the greateſt of all Deluſions, to pretend to be con- 


verted without changing our Lives, and to go to Heaven by that 
Way which was leading us to Hell. 


Tis Faith that changes all the Heart, This is the Grace that ſhall prevail : 
Tis Faith that works by Love, In the decifive Hour. 


| That bids all finful Joys depart, Faith muſt obey hee Eacher's WII. 


And lifts the Thoughts above. As well as truſt his Grace, 
'Tis Faith that conquers Earth aud Hell A pard' bing God is jealous fill 
By a celeſtial Pow'r ; For his own Holinefs, _ 

F 


March 18. (78) 


*R EEEN T ye: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand, 
Matth. iii. 2. gf | | 
Repentance is the true Preparation for the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Let this therefore keep us every Moment prepared for it, becauſe 
this Kingdom is every Moment approaching nearer to us. --- If 
this Kingdom is a — — of Love, the Repentance which pre- 


| 

1 

( 

pares us for it, muſt likewiſe be a Repentance of Love. It is 

from thee, O Lord, that we hope to receive both this Love, and | i 

this Repentance ; both the Principle and the Works. 

The Summons reach thro · all the Earth, Bow e'er the awful Trumpet ſound, 1 

Let Earth attend and fear, And call you to his Bar, a 

Liſten ye Men of royal Birth, ForMercy knows the appointed Bound, 

And let their Vaſſals hear. And turns to Vengeance there. 
Together in his Preſence bow, Amazing Love! that yet will call, 

And all your Guilt confeſs, And yet prolong our Days, ; 

Accept the offer'd Saviour now, Our Hearts ſubdu'd by Goodneſs fall, | 


Nor trifle with the Grace. And weep, and loye, and praiſe, 


C1 


March 19. (79) _ 


OR this is he that was ſpoken of by the Prophet Eſaias, 
ſaying, The Voice of one crying in the Wilderneſs, Prepare 
ye the Way of the Lord, make his Paths ſtraight. Mat. iii. 3. 


It is difficult to hear this Yoice except in the Vilderneſi, that is, in Retire- 
ment, and out of the Noiſe and Hurry of worldly Affairs; or, at leaſt, 
in a recollected, ſedate Mind. — The Sinner is gone too far from God, 
to be called back any otherwiſe than by a great Cry, that is to ſay, a great 
Grace. Repentance is not the Buſineſs of a Moment, becauſe. it is a 
Preparation for being reconcil'd with Gop; nor does this Preparation con- 
fiſt only in a few Thoughts or Words, becauſe the Vay of Go lies in the 
Will: nor is this Vay eaſy to be prepared, ſince by it the Heart mult paſs. 
from Darkneſs to Light, nor is all this the Work of Man, becauſe The 
Preparations of the Heart in Man are from the Lord, and He only can order 
and direct his Steps and make him chuſe and de/zght in his Nay. 


Return, my roving Heart, return, Wiſdom and Pleaſure dwell at Home, 

And chaſe theſe ſhadowy Forms no more, Retir'd and ſilent, ſeek them there; 

Seek out ſome Solitude to mourn, True Conqueſt is ourſelves t o'ercome, 
And thy forſaken Gon implore. I rocfrength tobreakthetempter's ſnare, 


S * 
* 
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March 20, (80) 
T HIN K not to ſay within your ſelves, We have Abraham 


to our Father: for I ſay unto you, that God is able of 
theſe Stones to raiſe up Children unto Abrakam. Mat. iii. 9. 


The Virtue of Fathers is of no Advantage to Children, unleſs 
they tread in the ſame Steps. --- God has no need of us to ſerve 
him, becauſe he can make Worſhippers of the moſt hardened Sin- 
ners, can change Hearts of Stone into tender Lovers of his Word, 
and form Children out of the vileſt Slaves. O that this Heart, O 
Lord, hitherto ſo hard, may feel the Effects of this Sovereign 
Power! Vouchſaſe to ſhew thy Glory in making me a Child of 
Faith and Promiſe, 8 | 


O thou, my God, whoſe piercing Eye, And fill its radiant Beams impart, 

. Diſtin& ſurveys each deep Receſs, Dill all be ſearch'd and purify d. 
In theſe abſtracted Hours draw nigh, Then with the Viſits of thy Love, 
Aud with thy Preſence fill the Place. Vouchſafe wy inmoſt Soul to chear, 


1 'Thro' all the Mares of my Heart, Till ev'ry Grace ſhall join to prove, 


My Search let heav nly Wiſdom guide, That God hath fix d his dwelling there. 


March 21. ($1 ) | 
HOSE Fan is in his Hand, and he will throughty pur 
his Floor, and gather his Wheat into the Garner; but he 
will burn up the Chaff with unquenchable Fire. Mat. iii. 12. 
The preſent and viſible Church is the Floor where the Corn is as yet mingled 
with the Chaff, the Children of Gop with the Children of Satan. 
Sufferings for the Goſpel ſeparate them in this Life, the one from the other, 
the Fan of the laſt Judgement ſhall remove them from the Floor, in or- 
der to be either carried into the Garner, or. caft into the Fire. Terrible 
but inevitable Separation! We ſhall eternally belong either to the one or the 
other; and out of the Floor we ſhall be the ſame that we have been in it, 
either Cha or Wheat. — Grant, O Lonxs, that I may have a Heart nat as 
of Chaf, feeble, light, empty, barren, and toſt about with every Wind: but 
as of Wheat, pure, full of ſubſtantial Virtue, firm in Goodneſs, and fruitful 
in good Works, and fit to become the Bread of Go .¶ ͥs 


Who may His Day abide, Come then the purging Flame, 
Or ſtand by Jeſus tried? The Power of Jeſus' Name 
He whoſe Sin the Flames conſume, Jeſus with thy Blood . 8 
Glad to be by Fire refin'd, Blood that waſhes white as Snow, 


He ſhall from the Furnace come, Purify a People here, 


Leave his inbred Droſs behind. Sinleſs make thy Church below. 


March 2. (82) 
0 N faid to Jeſus, 1 have need to be baptized of Thee, and 
oF comeſt thou to me? Mat. iii. 14. s 


How holy and lovely is that Conteſt which ariſes, on either 
Side, from nothing but Humility! The Deſigns of God are in- 
- comprehenſible, even to the Saints. There is no Perſon but 
has need of being purified by Chriſt : Let us go to him with Con- 
ndence every Moment, becauſe every Moment we have need of 
his Grace - An important Leſſon this, which God here, at the 
very firſt, delivers to us, by his Apoſtle, The Neceſſity we have 
of a Saviour, and of his Grace, were we as innocent and ſincere 
as Saint Jolin. | | 2 


Our Souls he waſhes in his Blood, Thus we engage our ſelves to Thee, 

| As Water makes the Body clean, And ſeal our Cov'nant with the Lord, 

And the good Spirit from our God, O may thegreat Eternal Three, 
Deſcends like purifying Rain. In Heaven our ſolemn Vows record. 


March 23, ( 83) 


HEN faith Jeſus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: FE 
is written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. Mat. iv. 10. | 25t5-5,97 n ene, 


God alone is truly worthy of our Service, Adoration, and Love. 
To worſbip, is not to ſay, worſhip and adore Thee; but is to be 
really obedient to God, and from the Bottom of the Heart to 
prefer his Will before all Things, to live and act only for Him, 
and to eſteem nothing but him, or with Relation to him. When 
we fee Men buſied and employ'd about every Thing, except their 
God, can we believe that there are many who worſhip and ſerve 
Him only? Grant, O Lord, that, by thy Grace, TOY amon 

the ſmall Number of thoſe, who worſhip Thee in Truth, and 
ſerve none but The. | | HR 


Inſpire me, Saviour, with that Pow'r Quell'd by the Spirit of thy Grace 
Which caſt the Tempter down, Again the Foe ſhall flee: 

80 ſhall I bear the fiery Hour, He cannot ftand before my Face 
And bid the Fiend begone! When thou rehidR in me. 


W 
A ND ſeeing the Multitudes, he went up into 2 Mountain: and 
when he was ſet, his Diſciples came unto him. Mat, v. 1. 


* 


Since all Chriſtians are the Diſciples of Chriſt, they have All 
2 Right to hear his Word. To this End they muſt have a Diſ- 
ciple's Heart, humble, full of Reſpect, teachable, ſwift to hear, 
| r to learn, and faithful to obey. . To go up with Chriſt, is to 
Iiff up one's Heart from the Earth, in order to hear the Truths of 
Heaven. To fit down, is to hear them with Calmneſs, Peace, and 


1 


: 


 Repoſe of Mind. To come unto this Divine Mafter, is to be united 


to bim, and to hear him with Faith, Attention, and Love for 
| Great Teacher of thy Church, we own Deep in our Hearts thy Law 


YI 


O may thy mighty Power be ſhown That while we truſt thy Pow'r to fave, 
To fix them {till before our Eyes, We may that ſacred Law fulfil, 


I ſhall, when thou beſtow'ſt the Power, And ſerve my God, lik thoſe above, 
Tn Spirit and in Truth adore, — With perfe& Purity and Love. = 


— 
Thy Precepts all divinely wiſe: And fill our Breaſts with heav*nly Zeal, 


8 

t 

( 

Y 
| 

| 


wy 
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March 2 5. ( 85 ) Annunciationof theVirgin, 

A ND in the fixth Month, 1 Angel Gabriel was ſent from 
God; unto a City of Galilee, named Nazareth, Toa V ** 
eſpouſed to a Man whoſe Name was Foſeph, of the Houſe bf 

Heri and the Virgin s Name was Mary. uke i. 26, 2 

At length the Moment is come, which is to give a Son to the iin a 

Saviour to the World, a Pattern to Mankind, a Sacrifice to Sinners, a Head 

to the Angels, a Temple to the Divinity, and a new Nature to his Divine 

One: — With what holy Wonder and Pleaſure ſhould we trace this Notice 

of an incarnate Redeemer * And how thankfully ſhould we adore his conde- 

ſcending Goodneſs, that for us Men, and for our Salvation, he did not de- 

ſpiſe the Womb cf ſo obſcure a Y;rgin ? — This Day he is become Emmanuel 

Cod wvith us; The Mord is made Flefs : The Holy Ghoft bath wrought this | 

Miracle: The Father hath married, and the Son is married to our poor %s: | 

and this is the Nedding-· Day. "This 6 is the Lord's doing, and it is wyonderful int 

our Eyes: This is the Day the Lord bath mad: ; nay, this is the Doy wherein 

the Lord is made : Let us rejoice and be glad in it. n 

O ye baniſh'd Seed be glad. Shout. ye little Flock ! and bleſt, 

Chriſt our Advocate is made: Vou on Jz$9v's Throne ſhall reſt, 


Us to fave, our Fleſh aſſumes, 0 There your Seat is now prepar d, 
Brother to our Soul becomes. There your Kingdom, and 


March 26. On (86) 


Biers are the Meck: "Be they ſhall tl inherit the 1 Lan. Mat. 


The: Goond Leſſon of Chriſt is the 13 of 1 21 in Heart, 
in Countenance, and in Word. It is no ſmall Victory for a Man 
to ſubdue the Severity of his Temper. - The Meekneſs — 45 leads 
to Bleſſedneſs is not a Meekneſs of Conſtitution, of Artifice, .or of 


Deceit ; but a Meekneſs of Grace, of Love, and of Patience. 


It is diſpoſed to ſuffer itſelf to be ſpoiled of all in this World ; but 
of what Treaſures, what Inheritquces does it not put us into Poſ- 
ſeffion in the Land of the Living. To poſſeſs the Land of our 
Heart in Patience, is the B inning of the perfect Kingdom of 
Love, and the Fruit of Chriſtian Meehheſs. Inſtruct us, Lord, in 
this Vane, Thou who art the Maſter and the Teacher of it. 
Mreken my Soul — 838 Lamb, My rich Takeritance polleſs, - | 
That I in the new Earth may claim Co“ heir with the great Prince of Peace, 
My hundred · fold — Co: partner with my Lord. | 


March 7. 87 e 00 


Leſſed are they which do hunger and thirſt after Righ teouſ 
neſs : for they ſhall be filled. Mat. v. 6. R 


This Leſſon of Chriſt ſhews us, that a, Zeal for Righteouſneſs 
and Perfection, a Hatred of Sin, and the Defire of the ſovereign 
and eternal Righteouſneſs, ought to be the ſole Hunger and Thir/t 
of our Hearts. The ſalutary Hunger is after That alone which 
can nouriſh and ſatisfy our Souls according to God. The Hunger 
after every Thing elſe is a Diſeaſe of the Body; or a Folly of the 
Mind. --- May 1 hunger after nothing but Thee, O my God, be- 
| * Thou * canſt feed me here on Earth, and ſatisfy me 

n eaven. | Ty- 09 7737321 2 J0/T a MM 


Me with a reſtleſs Thirſt inſpire, = Leſs than thyſelf cannot ſuffice, 
That ſacred infinite Deſire, My Soul for all thy Falneſs cries, 
And feaſt my hungry Heart; Por all thou haſt, and art. 


March 28. BT >» vx 
A ND if thy right Hand offend thee, cut it off, and caſt it from 
--> thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy Members 
ſhould periſh, and not that thy whole Body ſhould be caſt into 
Hell. Mat. v. 30. LT, 


This is to ſhut the Gate againſt the Enemy, namely, to ſhut our Senſes 
Againſt dangerous Objects, to avoid the Occafions of Sin, and to deprive 
.onrſelves of aLL that is moſt dear to us, in order to ſave. our Souls. 
Men often part with the Members of the Body, at the Diſcretion of a 
"Surgeon, that they may preſerve the Trunk; and die a little later, and yet 
they will not deprive themſelves of a Look, 'a'Touch, a fmall Pleafure, to 
fave the Soul, and ſecure theinſelves from dying eternally. — It is not 
eno 

And the other ex? of: Neither is this yet enough, we muſt caft them both 
from us, — Not one Moments Truce with Tut, it muſt be rooted up 
and deſtroy d. | 


Forbid it, Lord, that I ſhould firive Rather from all I leave behind, 
Mme Idols to conceal,”'' - My naked Soul ſhall flee, 
Or keep one Boſom-Luft alive, And loſe its Life on Earth, to find 

And carry it to Hell. : Its Heavenly Life in Thee. 


to ſhut the Zye, nor to ſtop the Hand; the one muſt be plucked aut, 


March 29. 689) 


THoſoever heareth theſe Sayings of mine, and doth them, 
Iwill liken him unto a wiſe Man which built his Houſe 
upon a Rock. Mat. vii. 24. V | 


We muſt build 2 the Rock, which is Jeſus Chriſt, doing that 
Good by Love which we know by Faith, --- True Wiſdom con- 
fiſts in working on the Building of our Salvation, in making it fim, 
Wy keeping cloſe to the Word and the Maxims of the Goſpel, and 
Win conforming our Lives thereto. And when, in order to this, 

cc 
af k. $92 ThewdOE os. hat —_ 


Rock of everlaſting Lore, On thy dying Love I fand, 501 250 
Into thy Cleft f fle, l! hear thy Werds and keep them to, 
Never, never, to remove, D.uteous to thy kind Command. 


I build my Hoaſe in Thee; By Works my Faith I he 


March 30: tap) 

A ND the Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, and the Winds 
| blew, and beat upon that Houſe : and it fell not, for it was 

founded upon a Rock. Mat. vii. 253582. 


It is the Practice of the Word of God, which renders our Call- 
ing and Election ſure, and which ſecures our Salvation againſt 
the Divine Wrath and the laſt Judgement. There are three Kinds 
of Trials and Temptations. 1. Thoſe of temporal Afflictions, 
which come from above like the Rain. 2. Thoſe which proceed 

from the Paſſions of Men, which are like Floods. 3. Thok i 
which, like impetuous Winds, ariſe from the Devil - it is Love, 

andnot Light alone, which can enable us to ſtand againſt ſo many 
Temptations. WO PIR N 


Let the Rain deſcend, the Flood Built on Cux rer the Rock it ſtands, 
And boiſt rous Wind aflail, 'Stabliſh'd in Obedience ſure, 
Built on the eternal Gd. Man, who keeps his God's C 
The Houſe can never fail: Shall as his Gov endure. 


March 31. 1 


ND every | one that heareth theſe Sayings of mine, and doth 
them not, ſhall be likened unto a fooliſh Man which built 
his Houſe upon the Sand. Mat. vii. 26. 


He who knows and does not, builds upon the Sand and is a Fool. 
ns, if How many Fools on Earth paſs for Men of Wiſdom! and 
ed i very often he who pities them is himſelf of the Number. It is 
ole ¶ 2 great Misfortune not to know the Goſpel ;. but it is a greater to 
ve, know its Truths, and to make no Uſe of them. Render us faith- 
07 WW ful in this Matter, O eternal Wiſdom, and give us that Wiſdom 
which conſiſts in knowing how to be ſaved. 


Lord, tho! thou fill my Fleſh withPain, I muſt thy Righteouſneſs declare, 
With Bitterneſs my Cup, Whate'er on Earth I feel, 
And let me in my Sins remain And leſs than my Deſerts I bear, 


To fill the Meaſure up: Who am not yet in Hell, 


April rt, (92) | | 


AND the Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, and the 
A Winds blew, and beat upon that Houſe: and it fell, and 
great was the Fall of it. Mat. vil, 27. 


This is a lively Repreſentation of the Caſe of a Soul, which, find- 
ing itſelf at the Hour of Death without that Faith which worksſſ 
by Love, has nothing to reſt upon. --- hoowledge alone cannot 
ſupport a Soul againſt Temptations, nor againſt the Judgement oi] 
God: it will ſerve only to overwhelm it the more. The Fall oi 
the Soul is irreparable, and without Remedy, after this Life. Let | 

7 ſtrengthen and ſecure our Building whilſt we have Time to, 
it. 
| 
| 
| 


Ab, fooliſh Man! who hears thy Word, How infinite the Ruin is 
But doth not what thy Laws command, Of a loſt Soul, cut off from thee ! 
Who fondly calls the Lamb, his Lord, He falls into the dark Abyſs, 
Till the Houſe tumbles on the Sand! He falls — to all Eternity. 


W 


April 2. ( 93) i _ £_ 
HEN the Even was come, they brought unto him many 
that were poſſeſſed with Devils; and he caſt out the Spirits 
with his Word, and healed all that were fick. Mat. viii. 16. 
O my God, make the Sinner | throughly ſenſible that he falk into the 
Power of the Devil, when he refuſes to have Thee for his Lord and Maſter. 
—— The Paſeſſed with Devils are not to be ſeen without Horror: but 
what is this Poſſeſſion, | if compared to that of the Soul? How: terrible to 
the Devil is the Word of Jeſus Chriſt !- Let us with Faith and Confidence 
employ it againſt his Temptations. Let us bleſs God for having left 
this Word to his People, to be the Scourge of the Devil. It is Chriftian 
Prudence, by conſtant Reading to fill our Hearts therewith, . to the End that 
the Devil may always meet there with this Safeguard and Defence. — That 
which the Word of God in the Mouth of Chriſt, performs in a Moment, it 
performs by Degrees in the Sinner who feeds upon it. — O the Goodneſs 
of Chriſt ! not to reject any ſick Perſon. O wonderful Power 1 to B 
hou all. Let none therefore deſpair under the Sight and Senſe of their 
eries. Eye | ; | a ' 88 
Enter my Heart, poſſeſs me whole, My ſelf no longer let me be | 
Inſpire and actuate my Soul, hat ſuffers, or that lives, but Thee. 


ff 


April 3. ( 94 ) | 
I. I cait' out Devils by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of 
God is come unto you. Mat. xli. 28. 3 


None but Chriſt can deſtroy the Kingdom of the Devil. --- 
Wherever the Spirit of God is, there is alſo the Kingdom of God. 
+-< The: Deſtruction of That of Satan, is a Proof, and an Effect 
of the Inearnation.Chriſt by freeing the Bodies of the Poſ- 
fefſed, 'ſhews plainly what he came to do in the Soul. Exert thy 
Power upon mine, O Jeſus, and by thy Spirit prevent all the 
Attempts againſt thy Rights, which the evil Spirit would other- 
wiſe there make. pages + DO 
| Speak the Word, and we ſhall be Come, O come, all-gracious Loan, 
| From all our Bunds releas'd ; No longer now delay, 
{/]] Only. Thou, canſt ſet us free, With thy Spirit's two-edg'd Sword, 
Dy Satan long oppreſt:  _ The crooked Serpent ſlay ; | 
Now thy Power Almighty ſhow, Bare thine Arm, and give the Blow, 
Ariſe theWoman's conquering Seed, Root out and kill the helliſh Secd, 
O enge us of our Fe. O avenge us of our Foe, 
For ever bruiſe his Head. For ever bruiſe his Head. 


April 4. ( 95) W 


O R elſe, how can one enter into a ſtrong Man's Houſe, . 
_ his Goods, except he firſt bind the ſtrong Man t and 
then he will ſpoil his Houſe, Mat. xii, 29. pd | 


Men, thro” Sin, are become the Houſe of Satan, having, of their 
own Accord, ſurrendered themſelves up to the unjuſt Poſſeſſor. 
Whoever gives up his Soul to Sin, gives it up to the Devil. Chriſt 
alone can deliver from this Bondage, and bind the Power of this 
ſtrong One. Return into thy Houſe, and into thy Rights, O 

God; and take Poſſeſſion again by Chriſt of my Heart and Mind, | 
_ > all the good Things wherewith thou haſt been pleaſed to 


Stronger than the ſtrong Man, Thou Satan's Kingdom overthrow, 
His Fury can' ſt controul, On all the Pow'rs of Darkneſs tread, 
Caſt him out by ent'ring now, O avenge us of our Foe, © ö 
And keep our ranſom'd Soul: For ever bruiſe his Head. 


April 5. (96) 


HE that is not with me, is againſt me; and he that gat hereth 


not with me, ſcattereth abroad. Mat. xii. 30. 


In vain do Men ſeek for Ways of Accommodation to ſoften the Goſpel. 
There is no Medium between loving God, and being his Enemy; between 
belonging to Chriſt, or to the Devil; between being governed by the Love 
of Chriſt, or by Self- love. — If we would belong to Chriſt as we ought, 
we muſt give ourſelves entirely to him: He alone has paid down the Price 
for us, He alone onght to be our Lord — When Jeſus Chrift, his Truth, 
bis Precepts, and his Children, are openly aſſaulted, how can a Man avoid 
declaring for them, without incurring the Guilt of deſerting and betraying 
them? How many are there in the World who are really again Chrift and 

ſeatter abroad, who yet flatter themſelves, that they are Workers together 
with him, and in the Number of his Friends? 


By not appearing on thy Side But lo, henteſorward I abhor 77 
I fided with thy Foes, The baſe Neutrality, ' - , 
By not confeſſing I deny'd, Wage gainſt thy Foes eternal War, 


And dar'd my Lord oppoſe : And live and die with Thee, 


1 
2 
| 
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April 6. | ( 97 ) hw 
Ether make the Tree good, and his Fruit good; or elſe make. 

the Tree corrupt, and his Fruit corrupt: for the Tree is 
known by his Fruit. Mat. xii. 33. 

The Fruit is always like the Tree; the Works like the Will : 
Nothing good can proceed from an evil Spirit, no good Fruit from 
a corrupt Heart, untill it is renewed and moved by the good 
Spirit, which only can render it good. --- If we would know 
our Hearts, let us view our Actions. That is good, if our Lite 
be ſo; That is devoted to the World, if This be conformable to 
the Maxims thereof. 3 | 
Are Words the Proof of Sin forgiven ? His Faith the pardon'd Sinner /pows, 
Then Satan might return to Heaven, While after Holineſs he goes, 


And every Autinomian Liar And loves throughout his Life t'expreſs 

Eſcape that everlaſting Fire : The genuine Fruits of Righteouſneſs. 

Miſtaken Souls! that dream of Heay's, 'Tis Faith that changes all the Heart, 
And make their empty Boaſt "Tis Faith that works by Love ; 

Of inward Joys and Sins forgiv'n, That bids all finful Joys depart, 
While they are Slaves to Luft. And lifts the Thoughts above. 


(8 | 


April 7. - Co) 

FT HE Kingdom of Heaven is like unto Leaven, which a Wo- 
man took and hid in three Meaſures of Meal, till the whole 

was leavened. Mat. xiii. 33. | 


Whatever Uſe we make of our Underſtanding, our Will and our Body, 
without the Leaven of Faith and Love, is diſagreeable and nauſeous to 
God. — The Divinity united to the human Nature in Chriſt, the Goſpel 
diffuſed throughout the World, the Spirit of God working in a Sinner's 
Heart, and the ſacramental Bread and Wine nouriſhing a Chriſtian Soul: 
theſe are the different Sorts of Zeawen which thy Wiſdom, O my God, has 
found out, to render Man altogether ſpiritual, to raiſe him to the Love of 
heavenly Things, and to make him bear ſome Reſemblance of thyſelf. — 


How can a Heart, ſo often filled with the wholeſome Leawen of thy Body 


and Blood, O my dear Jzsvs, ſtill retain its Heavineſs and Inclination to- 
wards the Earth ? Let thy Holy Spirit, I beſeech Thee, cauſe mine to riſe, 
to be united, and to cleave inſeparably to Thee. 


Ah! give me, Lord, my Sins to mourn, Thy laſt tremendous Agony, 
My Sins which have thy Body torn, To weep o'er an expiring God, 
Give me, with broken Heart, to ſee And mix my Sorrows with thy Blood, 


\ 


v5 wi „ wes mp ro; 


April 8, tom) 

[ Will open my Mouth in Parables, I will utter Things which 
+ have been kept ſecret from the Foundation of the World. 
Mat. xiii. 35. be, 


The Myſteries, which lay hid in God from all Eternity, and in Types and 
Prophiecies from the Foundation of the World, are at length diſcloſed and ful- 
filled in and by Jesus Crxrisr. — How happy are Chriſtians in being born 
in the Times of Manifeſtation, if they make a good Uſe of this Blefling b 
their Faith! — Let us leave the covetous Wretch to dig to the Center, after 
Treaſures of no Duration, and the Naturaliſt to loſe himſelf in fearching in- 
to the Secrets of Nature; tlie Treaſures and Study of a Chriftian are 1505 
CngrsT and his Myfteries, which he diſcovers to us by his Word. — Thou, 
JEsvs, openeſt thy adorable Mouth, O, eternal Wiſdom, do thou inſtruct me 
in them; for this will be all in vain to me, unleſs Thou openeſt my Heart, fo 
as to make it throughly apprehend them. : £542 


The Types bore witneſs to his Name, Predictions in Abundance meet 
Obtain d their chief Deſign, and ceas'd To join their Bleſſings on his Head: 

The Incenſe, and the bleeding Lamb, Jzsus, we worſhip at thy Feet, 
The Ark, the Altar, and the Prieſt, And Nations own the promm d Sced. 


April . ( 100 ) 

T HEN ſhall the Righteous ſhine forth as the Sun in the King- 
dom of their Father. Who hath Ears to hear, let him hear. 

Mat. xiii. 43. 


How will the Condition of the Children of God be changed in 
Heaven ! Here they are in Obſcurity and Contempt, there they 
will ſhine forth as the Sun; here under Oppreſſion, there upon 
the Throne of God himſelf; here in Poverty and Want, there 
in Poſſeſſion of the eternal Inheritance of their heavenly Father, 
and of all the Rights of the Children of God. --- To conceive 
and underſtand This, requires a very lively Faith; and all the 
Misfortunes of Men proceeds from their not conceiving it. The 
ſmall Number of thoſe who endeavour as they ought to attain it, 


ſhews, that this Faith is very rare. Let us not ceaſe to requeſt 


it humbly of God. 
Lord, we long to ſee thy Glory Bright as the Meridian Sun : 
Made eternally our own, Come, Mess1an, 


Long, with all thy Saints, to adore Thee, Raiſe us to thy Father's Throne! 


My Pardon is not ſeal'd: To buy thy perfect Love. 


April 10. (101) , «1 1 ns 
HE Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a Merchant-man, ſeek- 

ing goodly Pearls; who when he had found one Pearl of great 
Price, he went and ſold all that he had, and bought it. b. 
xiii. 45, 46. Es > | "4 


The Sloth and Indolence of the greateſt - Part of Chriſtians, 
with Reſpe& to God and their own Salvation, are condemned by 
thoſe Merchants who traverſe the World and venture all upon the 
uncertain Proſpe& of temporal Advantage. We muſt ſeek if 
we would find: We muſt prefer God before all Things, and be 
diſpoſed to part with them all to ſecure our own Salvation. Woe 
to him, who expects to find any Thing more amiable than God, 
more worthy to fill his Heart, and more capable of making him 


happy. 
Have I not found that Pearl divine, The aſcertaining Terms I know, 


That Treaſure in the Field ? And would with Joy approve, 
Yet ſtill it is not ſurely mine, Sell all, my ſelf, my Life forego, 


April 11. ( 102 ) 


TESUS faith unto them, Have ye underſtood all theſe Things? 
They fay unto him, Yea, Lord. Mat. xiii. 51. 


Let us not ſlightly paſs over theſe divine Truths, if we deſire 
to be the better for them. Let this Queſtion of our bleſſed Lord 
_ *convince us of their Importance.---It is very proper when we read 
them, to call ourſelves to an Account, as to the Impreſſions which 
they make upon our Minds and Hearts, as to the Conſequences 
which we thould draw from them for the Regulation of our Lives, 
and as to that Eftrangement from worldly Luſts and Amuſements 


— 4 


which they ought to inſpire into us. 


Midſt all our various Forms, Then let us walk in Light, 
We in this Center meet, Like Chriſt, whoſe Name we bear, 


Our Hearts cemented by his Blood, And as the Pledge of endleſs Bliſs, 
Shall tae Communion ſweet, Our Father's Image bear. 


IF; 
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April 12. 6103) 


” * 


P ETER ſaid, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto Thee on 
4 the Water. -- And he ſaid, Come. And when Peter was come 


down out of the Ship, he walked on the Water to go to Jeſus, 


Mat. xiv. 28, 29. 


To walk on the Water to go to. Jeſu, is to follow him, and, to. da 
bis Will, notwithſtanding all Troubles and Loſſes, Contradiftions 
and Perſecutions of carnal Men. Lord, ſay. to my Soul, Come, 
and it will then go to Thee, and do whatever Thou wouldſt have it, 
without the leaſt Apprehenſion from the World. N 


daviour, thou haſt bid me come, Walking on at thy Command, 
But bid me come, again, O' er Danger's moſt tempeſtuous Sea, 
Till I reach my heavenly Home, Save me by thine out · ſtretch'd Hand, 
My ſinking Soul fuſtain: And ſave me up to Thee. 


April 13. (ms) De 
B UT when he ſaw the Wind boiſtrous, he was afraid : and 
beginning to fink, he cried, ſaying, Lord, ſave me. Mat. 
XIV. 30. 4 
Upon every new Danger and Temptation, there is new Want 
of Grace, and new Neceſſity for Prayer. --- It is of great Ad- 
vantage to a Chriſtian, for God to make him ſenſible, from Time 
to Time, of his natural Weakneſs and Inability, that he may ſtill 
have recourſe to his Saviour. --- Temptation in the Children of 
God, ſerves to awake their Faith. Not one Moment paſſes, 
but we have Occafion to ſay, Lord, ſave me. 


O may cry for Help to Thee, I know, in anſwer to my Prayer, 


The Moment I begin Thou would'ſt extend thine Hand, 
To fink into the troubled Sea, My Soul above the Billows bear 
Or yield to my own Sin; Io the celeſtial Land. 
Tendereſt Branch, alas! am I, Unſuſtain'd by Thee I fall, 
Wither without Thee, and die, Send the Strength for which I call, 
Week as helpleſs Infancy, Weaker than a bruiſed Reed, 


O confirm my Soul in Thee. Help I every Mothent need. 


April 14. ( 105 ) 

ND immediately Jeſus ſtretched forth his Hand, and caught. 
him, and ſaid unto him, O thou of little Faith, wherefore 

idſt thou doubt? Mat. xiv. 31. K bs 0 


Jeſus holds Peter up in the midſt of the Water, and knows the. 
Bottom of his Heart. --- Let us take great Care that we do not, 


70 like Peter, confider more the Danger in which we are than the 
\ of Nower of Chriſt; ſuch a Piece of Infidelity would make us deſerve 
les. eo be left entirely to ourſelves --- His Word is our Light; his 

and our Strength. He permits his Children to be exerciſed 


ith Trials and Temptations, in order to humble them, and by 
delivering them out of them to increaſe their Faith and Patience. 


d, 1 
Whether or no my Heart of Stone This Record do I leave behind, 
Will yield-to be renew'd, Whether I ſtand or fall, 
Sufficient is thy Grace I own, Sinners, ye all his Grace may find, 
il, I juſtify my Goo. His Grace is free for all. 


' \7 


April 15; \ L ( 106) 


A ND when they were come into the ip the Wind ceaſed, 
Mat. xiv. 32. 


Wherever Chriſt is there is Reſt - The Ship — the 
Church, which is the Houſe of Faith, of Peace, and of God him- 
ſelf, but continually ſubject to be toſſed to and fro in this World, 
Command the Winds which toſs it to ceaſe, * Make God! tor, 
e haſt full 1 abſolute Power over them. ? 


He does the raging 7 oi N And for the mighty Works which He 
— makes the Billows calm and ſtill, Throughout the wond'ring Al dil 
ith Joy they ſee their Fury ceaſe, ToGod JB, 

your grateful Voices raiſe | 
And their intended Courſe | fulfil. Who does your daily patron prove, 


O then that all the Earth, with me, And let your never-ceafing 
WouldGop for this hisGoodneſs praiſe, Attend on his eternal Love. 


; 


pril 16, ( wt, 
ceaſed HIS People draweth nigh unto me with their Mouth, and * 


noureth me with their Lips: but their Heart is far from me. 
at. xv. 8. 


its the | 
d him. Nothing is due to a Re putation-un -aſtly acq uired It is not 
World ſpeaking, but an Act * publick Charity, fo expoſe the Hy- 


fore riſy of a cer, --- Outward Worſhip is nothing without the 
| ward. It is in the Heart, and by the Religion thereof, that God 
$ honoured. --- True Piety confifls in the Union of the Heart 


ith God : This is what we muſt labour to e 


rld dif 
[play [f in theſe fatal Fetters bound, To humble Penitence and Prayer 
rove, A wretched Slave I lie, | Be — Pity Te | 

inite off myChaing, and wake mySoul Speak ample Pardon to my Heart, 


To Light and Liberty. ..,"* An ſeal its claim to Heav'n. 


April 1 (108) 


Heart, and they defile the Man. Mat. XY. 18. 


Mos EE is it, to watch over the Heart, fines that "Ia 
the Tongue, and is the Fountain of all human Corruption It is 
according to what we are in the inmoſt Receſſes of the Heart, 
that we are either righteous. or wicked, that we belong either to 
God, or the World; either to Chriſt, or the Devil: And it is ac- 
cording to the Srate and Condition of our Will, that we ſhall be 
judged. The Regulation of this Heart, and the Reformation of 


this Will, demand our chief Care; the Reſt follows their Diſpo- 


_ Lord, from Thee I expect to receive this. Vi ilance and 
1 Thou alone art 85 Light, the ——— and the 
of my Heart. 


Omniſcient God, to Man declare That glad out of Purtelvez to run, 
His Heart unſearchable, And take the Blefling given, 10 
And ſhew us, as our Souls can bear, We, in thy manifeſted Son, 
A — of our own Hell, May find our — Heav'n. 


T de K OSE Things which proceed out of the Mouth, come from 
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April 18. "— 109) 


OR out of the Heart proceed evil Thoughts, Murders, Adul- 
teries, Fornications, Thefts, Falſe-witneſs, Blaſphemies. 


Mat. xv. 19. | 


Man has in his Heart the Principle and Seed of all Kinds of 
Sin : and he finds only in the Heart of Jeſus Chriſt the Principle 
of the contrary Vertues. Of himſelf he is nothing but a Sinner, 
by Grace and Mercy he becomes Righteous. Yes, O my God, 
whatever Good I do, and whatever Evil I avoid, it is entirely 
owing to Thee alone. 


Arm of God, thy Strength put on, Conquer thy worſt Foe in me, 

Bow the Heav'ns and come down, Get thyſelf the Victory, 

All mine Unbelief o'erthrow, Save the vileſ of the Race, 
Lay th' aſpiring Mountain low; Force me to be ſav d by Grace. 


Faithleſs Heart, be this thy Grief, Aggravates thy heavy Load, 
Groan beneath thy Unbelief, Will not let thee come to God, 
Unbelief, the damning Sin, Suffers not his Grace to move, 


Keeps thee all _— unclean, Robs him of his Truth and Love. 


April 19. | ( 110 ) 
A Woman of Canaan came out ofthe Coaſts of Tyre and Sidon, 
2 and cried unto Jeſus, ſaying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
thou Son of David: my Daughter is grievouſly vexed with a Devil. 
A /4Þ> - ws | 
We ſee here, in this Woman, the Picture of a Sinner deeply ſen- 
ſible of the Miſery of his Soul. He ought to begin by removing | Pt: 
from the Occaſions of Sin, by turning towards his Saviour, put- | $0 
ting his whole Truſt in him, praying heartily to him. --- How 
proper is this Prayer for a Soul deeply under Conviction? It is | fu 
hort, humble, full of Faith, fervent, reſpectful, rational, relying | ou 
only upon God's Mercy, modeſt, perſevering, not preſuming to 
preſcribe to God. Gan he, who looks upon himſelf as 2 | 
Slave of the Devil, beg with too much Earneſtneſs to be forgiven F 
and deliyered ? | 


To the Sheep of 17a:!'s Fold ee me then, with Pity ſee Sti 
Thou in thy Fleſh was ſent, A Sinner, whom thou cam'ſt to ſave , 
But the Gentiles now behold = Mercy, Mercy upon me, | Hi 


In Thee their Covenant Thou Son of David have. 1 


e, 


April 20. (n! 
UT he anſwered her not a Word. And his Diſciples came and 


beſought him, ſaying, Send her away, for ſhe crieth after us. 
Mat. xv. 23. 


This Woman's Faith firſt cauſes her to pray, and then her 
Prayer adding Strength to her Faith, makes her capable of under= 
going the Trial of a lighting Silence, an expreſs Refuſal, and a 
Treatment, in Appearance, ſome what hard and injurious. It is 
ſuch a Faith as this which ſhould make us cry inceſſantly after 
our Deliverer. | 


Still to'Thee, my God, I come, Dare not ſtand before thy Face, 


And Mercy I implore, But lowly at thy Feet I fall, 
Thee, (but how ſhall I preſume) Help me, J eſus, ſhew thy Grace, 
Thee trembling I adore ; Thy Grace is free for all. 
Still thou anſwereſt not a Word O let them prevail with thee, 
To my repeated Prayer, To grant the Bleſſing, which I crave, 


Hear thine own Diſciples, Lord, Mercy, Mercy upon me, 
Who in my Sorrows Share; Thou Son of David have. 


April 21. 6112) . 
TESUS ſaid, It is not meet to take the Children's Bread, and to 


caſt it to Dogs. -And ſhe ſaid, Truth, Lord: yet the Dogs eat 
of the Crumbs which fall from their Maſter's Table. Ma. xv. 26, 27. 


Favours are for Children, and Love only renders us ſuch. — It is through 
Mercy, that God makes the Sinner ſenſible from whence he is fallen, what 
he is become, and to what he ſhould aſpire. Jeſus inſtructs by humbling; 
his Repulſes ſpeak to thoſe who can underſtand their Language. — It is 
Thou thyſelf, O Jeſus, who art the Children's Bread; and who turneſt 
even Dogs inte Children of God, that thou mayeſt feed them with thyſelf. 
I know indeed iny own Miſery and Unworthineſs; but I know alſo thy 
Mercy and the Power of thy Grace.—True Faith conſents to all the Denials 
and Severities which come from God, but at the ſame Time makes Uſe of 
them to raiſe, unite, and faſten itſelf more ſtrongly to him. — When a Man 
fincerely deſires to be ſaved, he is diſcouraged by no Difficulties, but on the 
contrary, changes even Obſtacles into Means. — God defers ſometimes to 
ſhew Mercy, on Purpoſe, by Delay, to increaſe Deſire by Deſire, Hope by 
Hope, the Fervency of Prayer ; and by Prayer, Humility. — God loves the 
Earneſtneſs and Importunity of Prayer; and at length grants every Thing to 

a perſevering Hope, which grows the ſtronger by being humbled and refuſed. 


April 22. ( 113 ) e lig, 


H E N Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, O Woman, great is 
- thy Faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her 
Daughter was made whole from that very Hour, Mat. xv. 28. 


Faith remains victorious at the laſt, triumphs, as it were, over God him- 
felf, and by an holy Violence wreſts out of his Hands, what he ſeemed 
determined not to wo! they —— Jesvs admires this Faith, to the End that we 
may admire and imitate it; and may reap the ſame Fruits and Advantages 
from it. — O Woman, great indeed is thy Faith ! But, O my God, much 
greater is thy Mercy ; becauſe this great Faith is the Gift thereof. — Faith 
is the Foundation of the whole Chriftian Building, but the Foundation, as 
well as the Building, is the Work of God. — Faith, and the Deſire to belong 
entirely to God, increaſe together in a Sinner's Heart, and his Cure is an- 
ſwerable to them both. This is wrought in a Moment, but the Sinner is 
not ſo ſuddenly prepared for it. | 


That mighty Faith on me beſtow, Till Thou into my Soul inſpire, 
Which cannot ask in vain, Thy perfect Love unknown, 

Which holds, and will not let Thee go, And tell my infinite Deſire, | 
Tin I my Suit obtain; th) © What e er thou wilt, be done.” 


April 23: ( 114 ) eo Trans 
TH EN anſwered Peter, and ſaid unto Feſus, Lord, it is good 
for us to be here : If thou wilt, let us make here three Ta- 
bernacles, one for Thee, and one for Moſes, and one for Elias. 
Mat. xvii. 4. 505 
Let us not ſet our Hearts upon our outward Comforts: The 
Sweetneſs of them is apt to make Men forget the Neceſſity of 
paſſing through Sufferings in their Way to — We are diſ- 
poſed to lay hold of the firſt Object which preſents it ſelf, when 
it flatters our Inclination towards Eaſe and Pleaſure. But we ought 
ſtill to miſtruſt it, and give our ſelves Time to reflect; that we 
may ſee, whether it agree with the Rule of our Duty, and with 
the Will and Deſigns of God concerning us. --- If this ſmall Dro 


of Viſion put St. Peter into an Extaſy, my God, what Effect will 


that Torrent of Delights have, with which Thou wilt fill thy 
Children, when they ſhall ſee Thee Face to Face to all Eternity! 


Good for us thy Joy to ſhare, Beſt of all when Nature dies 
And Tabor's Glory ſee, 8 — back thy final Groan; 
Better ſtill thy Croſs to bear. Then to Zion's Heights we riſe, 


And bleed on Calvary ; And hail Thee on thy Throne. 
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April 24. ( 115 ) 55 
W HIL E he yet ſpake, behold a bright Cloud overſhadowed 
them: and behold a Voice out of the Cloud, which ſaid, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed; hear ye him. 
Mat. xvil. 5. 


Let us receive with a particular Reſpe&, that which the Father himſelf 
declares to us concerning his Son. According to this Goſpel of the eternal 
Father we muſt believe in Jeſus Chriſt as the Son of God, and be perſuaded, 
that the Father loves no Perſon, nor is p/eaſed with any Thing but i» His 
Son ; and we muſt attentively hear Him as our Maſter. See here That 
which God does continually in the Hearts of Men, to enlighten them, to 
make them fruitful in good Works, to extinguiſh or allay the Heat of 
Concupiſcence; theſe are ſo many Effects of the Grace of Chriſt, denoted 
by the bright Cloud, and which neither the Law, nor the Shadows of Sacri- 
fices, nor the Preaching of the Prophets, were able to produce. Jeſus Chriſt 
alone does it by ſpeaking to the Heart, of which he only is the Maſter. He 
alone therefore can make it hear effectually, ſo as to obey, love, follow, and 
imitate him. —— Speak, Lord, to my Heart; but ſpeak with Authority, 
as the only Son of God, as the perſonal Truth, and-the Principle of that 
Love which exiſted from all Eternity. | 


April. 25. ( 116 ) St. Mark, 


ON LY Luke is with me, Take Mark, and bring him with 
tee: for he is profitable to me for the Miniſtry, 2 Tim. 


Let us adore and fear the Judgments of God ; Demas forſakes 
both St. Paul and his Calling, after having been faithful to them a 
long Time : On the contrary, Grace brings back Mark to St. Paul, 
whom he had formerly forſaken, and makes him a faithful and 
very uſeful Miniſter. Who would not fear! who would not hope! 


Left to myſelf, in Paths of Vice Saviour, with thankful Awe I ſee 


I ſcarce began to run, Thy Merey's ſtrange Deſign, 
When Jxsus did his Stray ſurpriſe, Which let me ſwerve a while from Thee 
And claim'd me for his own. To make me always Thine. | 
To ſave my Soul he came unſought, A Servant and a Son reſtor d, 
True Liberty to give, Thou kindly doſt receive, 


And in the Arms of Mercy caught And happy, with my heav nly Lord, 
His thoughtleſs Fugitive. I ſhall for ever live. | 


— 


April 26. (C117 ) *2 1:19A +» 
YW Herefore if thy Hand or thy Foot offend thee, cut them off, 
a and caſt them from thee :-It is better for thee to enter into 
Life halt or maimed, rather than having two Hands or two Feet 
to be caſt into everlaſting Fire, Mat. xvii 8g. | 


Man has within himſelf Occaſions enough of Sin, and need not ſeek for 
any from without —— He muſt be ready to part with what is deareſt to him, 
and effeually to cut of all evil Actions, Words, and Inclinations. This is a 
Circumciſion grievous to Nature, but neceſſary to Salvation. A From, who 
does us all the good Offices imaginable, but who, being an Enemy to 0 


= mu ow 00 
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Piety, hinders us from ſerving God, is a neceſſary Hand, which notwithſtang- 

ing muſt be cut of. A Vitit where a Man meets with dangerous Object 

which is attended with Loſs of Time, Occaſions of Evil-ſpeaking, Diſtraction 
e of Mind, and other Temptations to Sin, is @ Foot which we are likewiſe 


obliged to cut off, ts W 
Jxsvs the Hind'rance ſhew, Some curſed Thing unknown 
Which I'm afraid to ſee, Muſt ſurely lurk within, 


Yet let me now conſent to know Some Idol which 1 will not own, 
| What keeps me out of Thee. Some ſecret Boſom Sin, 


—_— C8) 
AND they caught Him (the Heir), and caſt Him out of the 
Vineyard, and flew Him, Mat. xxi. 39. | 


Let us take great Heed, leſt while we deteſt theſe Murderers of the Son 
of God, we ourſelves be reckoned of the Number, on the Account of our 
corrupt Will. — To be rejected and crucified of the Jeu, who Knew bim 
not, was leſs grievous to him than to be deſpiſed and outraged by Chriſtians, 
who make Profeſſion of adoring Him. — To caft him out of our Hearts, is 
to caft him out of the Vineyard, which he has purchaſed with his Blood, and 
to take away. the Life which he had in us. How many Hearts are guilty 
of Murder in the Sight of God! How many, which are at leaſt a Priſon, 
where Jeſus Chriſt is detained Captive. * | | 


Thou haſt undertook for me, Teach the Leſſon of thy Crofs, 


For me to Death was ſold; Let me die with Thee to reign, 
Wiſdom in a Myſtery ' All Things let me count but Loſs. 
Of bleeding Love unfold: So I may Thee regain. 


wh >, 7 In. 
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April 28. . ( 119 ) 

TH EY made light of it (the Lord's Dinner), and went their 
Ways, one to his Farm, another to his Merchandiſe.--- And 

the Remnant took his Servants, and entreated them ſpitefully, and 


ſlew them, Mat. xxii. 5, 6. 


There are three Sorts of States wherein Men run the Riſque of living io 
a continual Forgetfulneſs and Neglect of Salvation. The firſt is, that of 
a ſoft, idle, and voluptuous Life, wherein a Man thinks of nothing but 
quietly to enjoy Life, Health, Riches, Conveniences, good Chear, publick 
Diverſions, and private Pleaſures. This is the Life of a Man of Fortune and 
Pleaſure. The ſecond State of Life, is that of a Man, entirely taken up--.... 
with worldly Bufineſs, Merchandiſe, the publick Revenues, or any gainful 
Employment in which the Love of Riches, and Application to the Means of 
acquiring them, ſtifle the Theughts of Salvation and ingroſs all that Time 
which ſhould be ſet apart for the Proſecution of it. The 'third State, is 
that of Men openly unjuſt, violently, and outrageouſly wicked, who are 
Sinners, as it were by Profeſſion, in the Face of the World, and who not only 
neglect their Salvation, but are incenſed againſt all thoſe, who exhort them 
to mind it. Permit us not, Lord, ever to be forgetful of Thee in any State, 
or to de engaged in ſuch as are inconſiſtent with Salyation, : 5 


April 29. Cay . 
E SUS ſaid; unto him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 


all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, 


Mat, xxii. 37. 2 
Tf to love God with all the Heart, be to ſeek and reſt in Him alone, for 
His own ſake, and to ſeek and take Pleaſure in nothing, but only ſo far as 
it is conformable to his Will, as it may be referred to his Glory, or be uſe- 
ful to our own Salvation, to that of our Neighbours, or to the Good of the 
Church; we may then be aſſured, that the Number of thoſe, who /ove God 
from the Bottom of the Heart, is much ſmaller than we imagine. — There 
muſt he no Thoughts nor Defigns in the Mind, no Defires or Motions in the 
Will, no Buſfmeſs or Actions in the Life, but what muſt have the Lowe of God 
for their Principle, and his Glory for their End, 
An humble, lowly, contrite Heart, An Heart in every Thought renew'd, 


Believing, true, and clean, And fall of Love divine, | 
Where only Chriſt is heard to ſpeak, Perfect and right, and pure, and good, 
+ Where Jrsus reigns alone. A Copy, Lord, of thine. 

O! for an Heart to praiſe my God, An Heart refign'd, ſubmiſſive, meek, 
An Heart from Sin ſet free! My dear Redeemer's Throne, 


An Heart that always feels thy Blood, Where only Chriſt is heard to ſpeak, 


So freely ſpilt for me. 


April 30. - Fan] 
T HIS is the firſt and great Commandment, Mat. xxii. 38. 


The greateſt Sins are thoſe which are committed againſt the Lovs or 
God, becauſe This is the firſt and great Commandment. And it is ſo, 1* In 
Antiquity, being as old as the World, and engraven in our very Nature,— 
29 In Dignity, as directly and immediately reſpecting Gov. 3% In Excel- 
lence, being the Commandment of the New Covenant, and the Spirit of the 
divine Adoption. 4** In Juſtice, becauſe it alone renders to Gop his due, 
prefers him before all Things, and ſecures to him his proper Rank in relation 
to them. th In Sufficiency, being ſufficient of it ſelf to make Men holy in 
this Life, and happy in the other. 6'* In Fruitfulneſs, becauſe it includes 
all the other Commandments, and is the Root of them all. 7th In Virtue 
and Efficacy, becauſe by This alone Gop reigns in the Heart of Man, and 
Man is united to Gop. 8th In Extent, leaving nothing to the Creature 
which it does not refer to the Creator. gi In Neceſſity, being indiſpenfible. 
10th In Duration, as being never to be diſcontinued on Earth, and to con- 
tinue eternally in Heaven. How then, my Gop, can any one forbear /ov- 
ing Thee: Vet how can any one poſſibly love Thee, unleſs Thou thy ſelf 
vouchſafeſt to inſpire this Love into Him ? 


May 1. (122) St. Philip and James. 
AMES, a Servant of God, and of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
the twelve Tribes which are ſcattered abroad, Greeting, 
James i. 1. 
L“et us love this double Servitude and Dependance, on God by 
Creation, and on Jeſus Chriſt by Redemption. --- The univerſal 
Care of the Apoſtles towards all, as Servants of all for God's Sake 
In the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, is-an univerſal Servitude, which they 
loved more than the Empire of the whole Earth, Grant, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, that we may follow the Steps of thy holy Apoſtles St. Philip 
and St. James, and ſtedfaſtly walk | in the Way that leadeth to eter- 
nal Life, thro Thee the only Giver of Grace, to Thee ſhall be all 
the "ny World without End. Amen. 


Father of faithful Abraham, hear 
Oar earneſt Suit fon 4braham's Seed, 
Juſtly they claim the ſofteſt Tear 
From us, adopted jn their Stead, 
Who Mercy thro' thi Fall obtain, 
But, Jeſus, raiſe them up again. | 


May 2. 6123) 


ON theſe two Commandments hang all the Law and the Pro- 
phets, Mat. xxii. 40. | 


The Scripture contains nothing and commands nothing but 
Love. How extenſive ſoever our external Performances of the 
Divine Law may be, we always tranſgreſs a Part of it, when we 
perform it not for God's Sake; becauſe by this Neglect we fail in 
the Obſervation of the great Precept concerning loving Him, which 
is included in every Part of his Law. --- This double Precept con- 
cerning the Love of God, and of our Neighbour, is the Summary 
of all the divine and poſitive Commandments: The compendious 
Direction and Way to Salvation, the Bible of the ſimple and ig- 
norant, and the Book which even the moſt Learned will never 
throughly underſtand in this Life. 


The two Commands are one, He muſt his Neighbour love, 
Ah ! give me, Lord, to prove: And what thine Oracles enjoin, 
Who loves his God alone Are all ſumm'd up in Love Divine. 


May 3. (124) 


W unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites; for ye pay 
Tithe of Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin, and have omitted 
the weightier Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith: 
Theſe ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone, 


Mat. xxiii. 23. | 


To be exact in little external Things, and to omit ſuch as are eſſential to 


Religion, What is this, but to deceive ourſelves? The Devil has more than 

one Sort of Snares: He has ſome for the Licentious, and ſome for the De- 

wout, — Unhappy is that Man, who reſts ſecure in Exactneſs about the Ni- 

cities of Devotion, inſtead of applying himſelf to his proper Duties, to the 

Reformation of his Heart, to the faithful Obſervation of Juſtice and Charity 

3 his Neighbour, and whatever Faith and Religion require towards 
o. ; | 


May I, obſervant of the leaſt, Hear this, who at a Trifle ſtrain, 
Moſt careful in the greateſt prove, So ſtrict, - and obſtinate,-- and proud, 

And ſhew throughout my Life expreſt Who keep the private Rules of Men, 
Juſtice, Fidelity, and Love. And break the open Laws of God. 


Pg is Wh 


May 4. ( 125 ) 


THOU blind Phariſee, cleanſe firſt that which is within the 
Cup and Platter, that the outſide of them may be clean alſo, 
Mat. xxiii. 26. | 


External Purity proceeds only from the Internal; from within 
it diffuſes itſelf without. He who ſeeks the Applauſe of the - 
World, is but little concerned about his inward Part. --- It is 2 
Blindneſs, which is very common, for Men to think, that they 
have fulfilled the Commandments of God, when they have per- 
formed the outward Part. --- Obedience to the Law muſt flow 
from the Fountain Head, which is Love. When the Love of 
God is its inward Principle, and His Glory its End, then the Out- 
fide is clean ; but, without this, it is nothing but falſe Righteouſneſs. 


Thy tender Heart is ſtill the ſame, Thy Nature, deareft Lord, impart, 
And melts at human Woe, Come quickly from above, 

Tesvs, for Thee diſtreſt I am, Write thy New Name upon my Heart, 
1 9 thy Love to know. Thy new beſt Name of Love. 


May 5. ( 126 ) 
W O unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites; for ye are 


like unto whited Sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful 
outwardly, but are within full of dead Men's Bones, and of all 


Uncleanneſs, Mat. xxiii. 27. 


How many Chriſtians are there in Name and in Appearance! How few 
in Spirit and in Truth! A great many have not the Virtues which they ſeem 
to have; and have even the contrary Vices. There is nothing of greater 
Importance, than to examine ourſelves throughly in this Regard ; fince it is 
concerning this, that we {hall be examined and judged at the Tribunal of 
Gop. — When this Vhiteneſe, with which the Wall is at preſent covered, 
ſhall be taken off, and the naked Heart appear as it is, my Gon, of what 
Uſe will it then be to have deceived Men, by concealing its Rottenneſs, þut 
only to overwhelm it with greater Confuſion, and a more terrible Judge- 


ment ? : 


Woe to the Man, eternal Woe [come! Plung'd in the Depths of Grief, unleſs 
To him by whom the Offence doth With broken Heart his Crime he feel, 

His Lot and Portion 1s beloy, A Load of Guilt ſhall ſoon depreſs 
His Sentence is th'Apoſtate's Doom. His Soul to the profoundeſt Hell. 
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May 6. 6127 


E 


VEN fo ye alſo outwardly appear Righteous unto Men, but 
within ye are full of Hypocrity and Iniquity, Mat. xxiii. 28. 


God leaves the eutward Appearance to Men: The Heart he 
reſerves for himſelf, This is the Temple in which he will be 
ſerved and adored, and the Seat of Chriſtian Piety. --- Dreadful is 
the Judgement, and miſerable the Condition, when Men are aban- 
doned to this Paſſion of defiring to hide the Filthineſs of a corrupt 
Heart, under the Veil of a falſe Righteouſneſs; there being no- 
thing more apt to increaſe Pride, and to render it incurable. 


Fooliſh Heart, unjuſt and vain! What haſt thou whereof to boaſt ? 
Pride was never made for Man: God alone is good and juſt. 
Glory doſt thou ſtill purſue? Only His be all the Praiſe, 
Glory all to God is due. What we are, we are by Grace. 


May 7. Wes 


FI LL ye up then the Meaſure of your Fathers, --- Ye Serpents, 
ye Generation of Vipers, How can ye eſcape the Damnation 
of Hell? Mat. xxiii. 32, 33. | 


God cannot either command or approve of Sin, becauſe he is infinitely 
juſt. — Miſerable is the State of him who has Filled up the Meaſure of his 
Crimes. To be deaf to the Truth, to oppoſe it out of Intereſt, Envy, or 
| Jealouſy, and to perſecute Thoſe who preach it, are generally the laſt Sins. 
— There is a certain Meaſure of Grace and Mercy, after which God leaves 
his Juſtice to take its Courſe: This Meaſure is known only to Him. —— 
When a Man is about to commit any Sin, he ought to fear, leſt that very 
Sin be the laſt 70 f// up the Meaſure; but, after the Commiſſion of it, he 
ſhould hope that it is not, and repent of it: This is the only Means 20 e/- 
cape the Damnation of Hell; but how rare is the Grace of Repentance after a 
phariſaical Life, ſuch as our bleſſed Saviour has here repreſented it. 


How then ſhall Sinners meet the Lord, The Men, who freely pardon'd here, 
Or his dread Day abide, On Jxsvs doth depend, 

If caſt for every idle Word, Shall boldly at the Bar appear, 
Who can be juſtify'd ? And find the Judge their Friend. 
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May 8. ( 129 ) 


O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, thou that killeſt the Prophets, and 
ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, how often would I 

have gathered thy Children together, even as a Hen gathereth her 

Chickens under by Wings, and ye would not, Mat. xxill. 37. 


How great muſt the Tenderneſs of Cyz1sT be for his Children, ſince He 
ſhews ſo much for theſe obdurate Hearts; Gov earneſtly defires the Sinner's 
Repentance, fince He cauſes it to be preached to him by ſo many Perſons, and 
in ſo many different Manners : But the Sinner will not hear. — Wretched 
Will ! of which Man is ſo fond and jealous; and which yet, by Reaſon of its 
Corruption, is good for nothing, but to reſiſt and oppoſe the Will of Gop! 
But Thou, Lord, canſt overcome this Reſiſtance whenever thou pleaſeſt. 


How kindly, Lord, doſt Thou lament I would, and ye would not,” 


Their finful Miſery, W hat daring Blaſphemy, 
Who will not, while they may, repent, For Reprobates, ſo dearly bought, 
And thy Salvation ſee : To charge their Death on Thee 
Jeruſalem, who e'er deny, But O ! before they die 
Feruſalem ſhall prove The Reprobates forgive, 


Thou would'ſ not have one Sinner die And, by thy gracious Will, may 1 
Excluded from thy Love. (i) With them for ever live. 


May 9. Camp? 

NEhold, your Houſe is left unto you deſolate. --- For I ſay unto 
you, Ye ſhall not ſee me henceforth, till ye ſhall ſay, Bleſſed 

is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord, Mat. xxiii. 38, 39. 


The Jew People, left to the Juftice of Gop, even to this Day, are a 
dreadful Inſtance of the Puniſhment of Sin. — When Men ſeek to avoid the 
Loſs of worldly Goods by forſaking Gop, they are themſelves forſaken by 
Him ; and his Juſtice often takes away That, which they endeavoured to 
ſecure at the Expence of their Fidelity. — In what a ſad Condition is a Heart, 
when Gop withdraws himſelf from it, when His Hand leaves it to itſelf, 
when the Eyes of its Faith are cloſed, and it ſees neither Cyr1sT nor his 
Truth, nor its own Duty. O, Ixsus, let not this miſerable Heart be mine 
Let it never loſe Sight of Thee. Let thy Light continually ſhine upon it. 


Come, divine effectual Power, Now our Univerſe create 

Fallen Nature to reſtore: Fair, beyond its firſt Eſtate, 

Wait we for thy Preſence here, When thine Eye with Pleaſure view'd, 
Long to ſee thy Throne appear, When thy Lips pronounc'd it good, 
Bid the new Creation riſe, Ruin'd now by Sin, and curſt, 

Bring us back to Paradiſe. - Speak it fairer, than the firſt, 
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May 10. (291) | 

Ehold, I have told you before. --- Wherefore if they ſhall ſay 

unto you, Behold, he is in the Deſert, go not forth : Behold, 

he is in the ſecret Chambers, believe it not, Mat. xxiv. 25, 26. 

Every new and ſtrange Doctrine is falſe and pernicious. — Let us have no 
Curioſity for new Diſcoveries: It is not the good Grain but the Chaff, 
which is carried about with every Wind of Doctrine. — There are but too 
many, who ſeek here and there for ſuch Remedies in their Diſtreſſes, as Gop 
has not promiſed them; and negle@ to have Recourſe to Jesus CHRIS, the 
fole Deliverer from All our Miſeries, whom all the Scriptures point out to us. 
— Blind and miſerable is every one who hopes to mend his Cendition by for- 
faking CHRIST ! It is to him we mult apply ourſelves : It is He, whom Gop 
hath given us: Whatever turns us aſide from Him is fatal to us. 


Prophet, ſent from Gon above, From the idle Babler, Man, 
To teach his perfect Will, Behold, I turn away, 
Lo! I wait to learn thy Love,  Trample on the faireſt Plan 
I tremble, and am ftill : That human Wit can lay : 
To thy Guidance I ſubmit, Fooliſh am I till, and blind, 
All my Soul to Thee I bow, Till the Truth itſelf impart, 
See me ſitting at thy Feet, Chaſe the Darknefs from my Mind, 


Speak, Lord, I hear Thee now. And ſhine within my Heart, 


May 11. (6432) 


= N OW learn a Parable of the Fig-tree : When his Branch is yet 
tender, and putteth forth Leaves, ye know that Summer is 

nigh. --- So likewiſe ye, when ye ſhall ſee all theſe Things, know 

that it is near, even at the Doors, Mat. xxiv. 32, 33. | 


The Belief of the Coming of Jesus CartsrT is the Conſolation of the 
- Righteous. Let us not wait for the laſt Trumpet e er we prepare ourſelves for 
Judgement: The Sound of it, in the Goſpel, is even now heard by all thoſe 
Who have the Ears of the Heart. — Whoever has not theſe ſtopped by the 

Amuſements of this Life, and is not ſtunned by the Noiſe of his Paſſions, is 
continually called upon by it. — Let our Faith inceſſantly ſay to us, The Son 

of Man is near, even at the Doors. Let the Voice of thy Grace, O Lord, 
repeat This to me, both frequently and effectually. 


Ve living Men the Tomb ſurvey Once you muſt die, and once for all 
Where you muſt quickly dwell, The ſolemn Purport weigh, 
Fark how the awful Summons ſounds For know that Heav n and Hell are hung 
In ev'ry Funeral Knell. On that important Day. 


May 12. 6132 


UT of that Day and Hour knoweth no Man, no, not the 
Angels of Heaven, but my Father only, Mat. xxiv. 36. 


Our Ignorance of the laſt Day ought to make us vigilant every 
Moment, God has not diſcovered to us the Time wherein he in- 
tends to judge us, that we may always Keep ourſelves in a Readi- 
neſs to be judged. --- A fooliſh Deſire of knowing that which is 
to come, renders Abundance of Perſons credulous, even to Super- 
ſtition, in Reſpect of the vain Predictions of Men concerning the 
End of their Lives, or of the World. They neglect a beneficial 
and uſeful Kind of Uncertainty, to rely on a falſe and deceitful 
Appearance of Certainty. | 


Life is the Hour that Gop has givin The Living know that they muſt die, 


T' eſcape from Hell and fly to Heav'n But all the Dead forgotten lie, 
The Day of Grace, and Mortals may Their Mem'ry and their Senſe is gone, 
Secure the Bleſſings of the Day. Alike unknowing and unknown. 


May 13. ( 134 ) 


UT. as the Days of Neal were, ſo ſhall alſo the Coming of the 
Son of Man be, Mat. xxiv. 37. 


I There are two Deluges; the firſt of Water, the ſecond of Fire, 

to purge the World of Iniquity, to ſave the Children of God, and 
to puniſh the wicked. --- Chriſt here inſtructs us, how to inform 
ourſelves of what is to come, not by a vain Obſervation of the 
Stars, but by a holy Meditation on the Scriptures; not in order 


to diſcover in them, What he defign'd to conceal from us, but 


to prepare ourſelves to do his Will, in purſuing the Diſcoveries 
which he himſelf vouchfafes to make, and in contemplating the 
Myſteries to come, in thoſe Repreſentations which his Spirit has 
given of them in what is paſt. | 


Shall we live on like thoughtleſs Brutes, Ah ! give us, Lord, the ſober Mind, 
Nor ever once attend, The Heav'n inſuring Care, 
In the wild Whirl of Time's Purſuits, So ſhall we paſs the Days behind, 
That Time ſhall ſhortly end. In Watchfulneſs and Prayer. 


May 14. E 
OR as in the Days that were before the Flood, they were eat- 
ing and drinking, marrying and giving in Marriage, until the 
Day that Noak entered into the Ark,--- And knew not until the 
Flood came, and took them all away; ſo ſhall alſo the Coming 


of the Son of Man be, Mat. xxiv. 38, 39. 

The Generality of Mankind, through the Inchantment of the Cares, or 
Pleaſures, of this Life, are ſurpriſed by Death and Judgement, — They are 
not always groſs and heinous Sins, which throw Men inte a Forgetfulneſs of 
God and his Judgements, and into a Contempt of his Law: Sometimes an ir- 
regular Application to the common Employments and Aﬀairs of Life, ex- 
tinguiſhes our Faith. — Every one has his own proper Way to attain Sal- 
vation; and every one who miſſes of it, does it by corrupting his Way, after 
his own Manner. — The Surpriſe, which is here threatened, proceeds not 
from God's Deſign, but from the Sinner's Negligence, and his Abuſe of the 
long Patience and Forbearance of Gov. A Man is never in Danger of be- 
ing ſurpriſed, when his Heart is devoted to Gov, when his Faith is pure, his 
Hope lively, his Love fervent and ſincere, and his Life full of good Works. 


Where then ſhall I appear, As at the Point to die, 
A mere, mere Sinner 1, Till thou my finking Soul ſurpriſe, - 
O may J always fear, And ſnatch me up to Paradiſe, 


May 15. 6136) 
RE ye alſo ready : tor in ſuch an Hour as you think not, the 


Son of Man cometh, Mat. xxiv. 44. 


It is much for our Advantage, to be obliged to be always in Un- 
certainty, always in Expectation of our Maſter; to the End that 
we may be always on our Guard againſt Sin and Sloth. ---.The 
Heart is then ready, when it is in order; and it is never ſo, but 
when God is Maſter of it, when nothing but his Love reigns 
therein, and when this Love regulates that of our Neighbour, and 
the Uſe of all other Creatures. How great is the Folly to be 
more careful and vigilant, on the Account of a ſmall temporal 
Advantage, than of the eternal Salvation of the Soul. 


Watch ! *tis your Lord's Command ; He ſhall his Lord with Rapture ſee, 
And while we ſpeak He's near; And be with Honour crown'd. 
Mark the firſt Signal of his Hand, 


- Cani5T ſhall the Banquet ſpread 
And ready all appear. With his own royal Hand, | 
O happy Servant, he And raiſe that fav'rite Servant's Head 


In ſuch a Poſture fund? Amidſt th Angelick Band, 


May 16. (137) 


THEN ſhall the Kingdom of Heaven be likened unto Ten 
Virgins, which took their Lamps, and went forth to meet 
the Bridegroom, Mat. xxv. 1. 


Every Chriſtian makes Profeffion of aſpiring to the Marriage of 
the Lamb; his Life is a continual Preparation for the Marriage 
Supper of Eternity. His Heart is his Lamp. By the Motions 
and Deſires of his Soul, he goes = to meet the Bridegroom, and 
haſtens towards Heaven by the Purity of his Life. 


I will hearken what my Lord peak it to my Soul, that I 


Shall ſay concerning me; May in Thee have Peace and Pow'r, 
Haſt Thou not a gracious Word Never from my Saviour fly, 


For one that waits on Thee ? And never grieve Thee more. 


May 17. ( 22s) 


AN D five of them were wiſe, and five were fooliſh, Matt. 
XXV. 2. | 


The Church of Jeſus Chriſt, before ſhe arrives at the Place 
where this Marriage is conſummated, which is Heaven, is always 
divided, always mixed with good and bad. --- It is the greateſt of 
all Follies to make Profeſſion of our Deſire of attaining to eternal 
Life, and to negle& to prepare ourſelves for it during the whole 
Courſe of our Lives. True Wiſdom conſiſts in being always 
ready, and in living in continual Expectation of the Bridegroom's 
Coming. 


O Lord, whate er is felt or fear d, In Pains and Dangers Thou art nigh, 


This Thought is our Repoſe, Our Father and our Gov. 
That He, by whom this Frame was rear d, - A | 
f y ſupported by thy Love, 
Its various Weakneſs knows. We tend to Realms of Peace, 


Thou view'ſt us with a pitying Eye, Where ev'ry Pain ſhall far remove, 
While ſtruggling with our Load, And every Frailty ceaſe. 


y 


May 18. ( 239 ) 


F* HEY that were fooliſh took their Lamps, and took no Oi 
with them, Mat. xxv. 3. 


Love and its Works are the Oil of the Heart. A Heart with- 


out Love is a Lamp without Oil! O inconceivable Folly of the 


Children of Adam! to employ their whole Lives in filling their 
Hearts with every Thing beſides, and to forget That, which alone 
can fill, nouriſh, and make them ſhine before God, and even en- 
joy God himſelf for ever. 


Empty the Lamp, till Thou impart Now, Saviour, pour into my Heart 


Thy Spirit from above ; The Oil of Joy and Love. 
Be Thou my Counſellor, + O let my Feet 
My Pattern, and my Guide, Ne'er run aſtray, 
And thro” this Deſert Land, Nor rove, nor ſeek 


Still keep me near thy Side. The crooked Way. 
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ll The greateſt, W * conſiſts i in having Lowes 3 in performing 
'the Works of it. Life is given us to no other End, but that we 

| may make 2- ſufficient Proviſion of this. Oil. God alone can 

| pour it into our Hearts by his Spirit; and this Spirit is itſelf that 
| Oi of Gladnefs, with which the Life of our- Souls muſt be fed tio 

| all Eternity. Jeſus Chrift alone has the Fulneſs of it, and of this 

| Fulneſs muſt all his Members receive. Lord, as thou haſt beſtow- 

| ed on me a Lamp, leave it not empty, but repleniſh it out of thy 


rr 


abundant Fulneſs. 
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But wiſer ſome that Oil receivd, So may I, Lark, n wy Lamp: ee 
Truth in ibe inward Parts, With thy — Frnh Grace, 

And in his Grace, whom they believ'd, That wken the Judgment Trump! hear, 
Nouriſh'd their flaming Hearts, I may awake in Peace.” 
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May 20. (11) 


17 HILE the Bridegroom tarried, they all ſlumbered and ſlept, 
Ma. XIV. 5. | | 


How few are there, who think ſeriouſly of Death and Judge- 
ment, and expect the Bridegroom with a perſevering Vigilance! 
— The Beginnings of Converſion are fervent : but Zeal inſenfibly 
grows cool in the Generality of Perſons: - There is need of an 
extraordinary Grace, to enable us to continue this perfect Vigi- 
lance to the End, ſo as not to be ſurpriſed at the Hour of Death. 
Lord, who keepeſt Iſrael, the Heart I mean, which thou haſt 
made the Jſrael of God, do thou neither ſlumber, nor fleep over 


me. 
Now let my Soul ariſe, 5 A feeble Saint 
And tread the Tempter down, Shball win the Day, 
My Captain leads me forth Tho' Death and Hell 


To Conqueſt and a Crown : 


Obſtru& the Way. 
K | 


May 21. 5 ( I42 ) T S YeM 


s at Midnight there was a Dry! made, "Behold; the Bride 
* cometh, go ye out to meet him, Mat. XXV. 6. | 


* This i is a rextible Voice, which: calls the Creatures to appear ho 
fore tlidir Creator, when they think leaſt of it. Happy they to 
whom he comes as an amiable- and much deſired Bridegroom, not 


a8 a ſevere and inexorable Judge! Let us earneſtly or to 


render him med to us as we deſire to find _ 


F734 He PIO "Me hexrenly Bride oom comes, T 
8 Preceeded by the Midnight Cr!!! AK nn 
N Sinners and Saints, forſake your . <>; ris 

Go forth and meet him. in the Sky. 10 


When in the Ia and dreadful Night O may my Lamp burn N 
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May 22. : ( 143 ) | 18 0 
DI all male enn aroſe, * trimmed n Lamps, 


Mat. XXV. * „Gi SNN 

Happy is that Man, ha is read to appear before God at all 
> Aon But more 50 ſtill peer who can; with a 
true Confidence, defire the Coming of Chriſt ! There are ſome cer- 
tain Preparations \ which no Chriftian omits, that is, to have his 
Heart entirely given up to God: How many are there that think 
not of this, till juſt 41 the Approach of Death. But how late id 
it to think of trimming tlieir Lamps, that is their Hearts, at that 
Time. Grant, O Lord, that I may not be of the Number of thoſe 
who cannot, without Regret, ſubmit to the Neceſſity of dying; 
and who — to 88 themſelves for it, till hs very laft 


Hour. 


80 move o — Way, Diouply does the Spirit reſt - 11 
Watchful, chearful, free from Toil, On that hap * peaceful Breaſt, . ah 

Trim your Lamp from Day to Day, Who himſelf to praying gives, 
Adding ſtill Recruits of Oil: Who a Life of Watching lives. 


= 


* 


& 5 23.461 


May 23. 5 « 144 ) at a 


ND the Fooliſh faid unto the Wiſe, 'Give us of your «Ol 
our Lamps are gone out, Mat. xxv. 8, 


y God, How diſmal is it for a Man not to perceive e 
- titel of his Heart, the Want of Faith and Love, till he comes 

to die. --- At that Time there is often nothing more of the Light 
f Faith, and of the Love of Goodneſs, left remaining, than only 


_ juſt enough to ſhew a Man what he has loſt, and to raiſe an un- 


_ Profitable Regret. He then ſees, that good Men, whom he uſed 


to count fooliſh and miſerable Wretches, have only true Wiſdom 


and ſubſtantial Wealth, and wiſhes to die like them; - but every 
Thing falls when Time fails. 


"ry 
F VI 


To damp. our earthly Joys, The Get midni Abt er 
T increaſe our gracious Fears, Ye dead, the Jody e is . 

For ever let the Archangel's Voice Ariſe, and meet him in the Sky, 
ee OW + And yr yoor infoue ou 


of es 2 0d 


„ 


| " az Þ „S vid 

CHILE they (the fooliſh Virgins) went to-huy the Bee 

5m came; amd they that were ready went in with bike 
the Marriage, and the Door was ſhut, Maff. xxv. 10. 

2 on a Death. Bed, too often meet with thoſe deteitful Merchants, 

2 promiſe tbem the Mercy of Gop, and eternal Salvation, for 77 


Which is of no Value in His Sight, How much better is it for them humbly 
ta addreſs themſelves to Cnr1sT, who is the only Author of Salvation, who 
himſelf keeps the Key-of his Treaſury; which is Love, and diſtributes it free- 
IV without Money, inſtead of loſing their Time in dealing with Quacks, who 
: promiſe every Thing, and can perform nothing? — The Doty iu. four. t— 
- Dreadful and fatal Words! No Hope remains, Nothing dut Death 5815 
this Dar: But Death may ſurpriſe us in our Sins; and then Deſpair is gur 


Portion. OL $04 e 
How dreadful is the Sinner's Fate, Who knocks and calls, alas ! too late, 


. 


Who wakes-to fleep no more, - When Death hach hut she Door: © 
Infinite Joy, or endleſs Woe, Waken, O Lord, our drow ly Se it 
Aztends on every Breath; [Io walk this ding ann RIS 
And yet how uncncern'd we go And, if 'oif Souls are hürried hence, 
\ Upon the Brink of Death? (k) May they be found with Gop. 


4 , * 


(err 8 vad 
May ag. 8 wen 146 33 Nb, By ſie> 4 * 
ArcHluerefore, for ye know neither the Dey ner 


Moya Hour wherein the Son of Man cometh, Matt. xxv. 13. 
4 an that Man pretend to have any Faith who does not watch 
After an Admonition ſo frequently repeated) If we would not be 
ſurpriſed, we muſt look on every Hour as the laſt. --- If to watc 
be e chiefly about the Buſineſs of our Salvatio 
alas !-hov-few Chriſtians are there who walck? How many Wht 
{lumber ? How many ſleep? How many leized with a Lethargy? 
--Let all the Sons of Light \, . Long as I watch Thkeep © 6 
Expect their Lord to come, The Bleſſing once beftow'd 3 © 
Unlook'd.for, in the Dead of N ight, But forfeit, if again I ſleep, 
A ſleeping World to doom: The richeſt Grate of G: sx 
Let all who Jezus know. Expos'd, and flript of all,. 
To met their. Lord prepare, be Apoſtate Doom 1 feel, 
And paſs their every Hour below And from Perfe&ion's Summit fall 
In watching unto Prayer. Into the deepeſt Hell. 


ks i i i of. if 


May _ ( 147 ) 


ND caſt ye the unprofitable Servant into outer DatkieW| 
there Hall be weeping and An of Teeth, Mate, 2 3 


„S1 1 Vd A 


+ £3398) #3 + 7. 
48 $677 i 


Jo be excluded from mn, to be caſt headlong "into Hell, 
and abandoned to Rage and Deſpair to all Eternity, O. God, tan 
Y. one think op it without Horror! and yet this is the-inevitable 
unuthment of every impenitent Sinner. The Love of Reſt ant 
makes Men ſtbthful, and unprofitable ;- and it is merely by 


This: 4 that they loſe the very Thing * * an n in a 
wrong Manner. © 


What Multitudes the Curſe ſhall feel, 5 out Fr Ln ſhut * in Hell, 
Who keep their Talent enerploy'd, For doing nn ws nor Gedd. 


What Ham to e a | Fortune fair, And when the Fithd * abe wm 1. i „u 
What Harm a Fortune fair tincreaſe? We cloak our covetous Defire, - 
The Luſt of Gold, the Thorns of Care, We juſtify our gainful Sin, 


Choak: every eee Tin Satan payshis Slaves their Hire. 
5 emen 


© + 
$4 ti * I << * o & «@ .£ £3 *. 
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May 27. „ Is * TC 
PA the Son of Man ſhall come in his Glory, and * i 
WI en with him; then ſhalt he fit 1 Ys ET. 


of his * — — And before him ſhall be gathered all Nations; s 


K 
94 


and he ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a Shepherd . 1 4 


videth his Sheep from the Goats, Matt. xxv. 31, 32. 
will be forced one Day to appear before his Tribunal — See here a Spec- 


ſeated between two Thieves on the Throne of his Humiliation ! He did in 


tacle very different from that of the Croſs, where the Son of GOD Wen! 1 
and disfigur d, forſaken by his Diſciples, incompaſſed with his Enemies, and JL 


In vain does the Sinner endeavour to avoid the Preſence of his Gov ; * E11 


— 8 


{5d 


thoſe Two exhibit an Emblem of the Separation here deſcribed, — What an: ; t 


Object is this to exerciſe our Faith! What a large Field of Reflection and 
Meditation is here before us: To conſider: Jesvs/Cur15T as a God in hie 


1 Majeſty, as a King upon his Throne, as a Judge on his Tribunal, and as cul 
Shepherd amidſt his Flock, wherein the Goats continue mixed with the — Ws: 4 


even to the laſt Day. 
The Wicked 7 the Juſt |  Sever'd the Tares and Wheat, 


Till then together r, The Goats and Sheep ſhall lie 4 
But "eps Saints: and Sinners. muſt - Never again to mix, or met f od F; 
parted at that Day: on. Throꝰ all Eternity. r 21 +4 


4 


S e 


- | * 4 
— Arc # puny 


— 


Ie 7 
AND! 54 PR the Sheep © on. kisright Fad, bot the af] 4 


dadicns | 


of the left, Matt. XXV. 33. 
T herlaſt Fun&ioe of the — af 3 to he 


' Earth, is to make this dreadful Separation of Mankind for Kits pots 


nity. . us ſtrive to be of the Number ＋ the Sleep by our 
Faith, Meekneſs, Humility, Tractableneſs, and In 'of- - 
Life. Such as we are at our leaving this World, ſuch ſhall we be 
for ever, either Sheep to drink at the very Fountain of eternal we 
Truth, or Goats to become the Prey of Devils. O pure and” 
ſpotleſs Church, Society of Believers alone, immortal Body com- 
poſed of none but living Members, in vain do we ſeek for Thee” * 
— Earth, it is only in Shs Land of the Living, and after this 0 
great Diviſibn and * phy that we ſhall find Thee with 1 
in God, living to Him and by Him to all Eternity. e 


They ſhall be numbered with theSheep, Ah, give me nom thy Voice to hear, / 
And found on the Right Hand, And mark me with thy Sign," 

Who hear the Shepherd now; and keep And when thou doſt as judge appear, 
His every kind Command: '' Acknowledge me for thin. 


May 29. 3 C 2:59 "A K Charles's Reff 


pared for 780 fem the Foundation of the World, Matt — 
If there have been Kings who have given away Kingdoms; they were vu: 
I foreign Kingdoms, which they could not keep. : None but Gon gives 
| Kid own ont of pure Bounty, and this Kingdom. is himſelf,.—Gop ble & 1 
but in Jesus CMA16 T, who have believed in Him. Come, inherit - 


and put them in Poſſeſion of Him. He, who during his Life has ſaid, "Clare, 
Zerd Insus I through a ſincere Deſire of his Coming; and thro” his Fidekcy 
and Love, Lord, FG 2/s my Heart ! fhall, in his Turn, hear theſe'two' Words, 
. inherit, which will aQually confer on Him eternal Happineſs. 
Tbee, Jesus, the Son There, there we mall Be 
2 + Of Gop we canfels,, The Subſtance divine, 6. go 
Whole Paffon alone And faſhion lie Thee 
Hath purchas'd our Peace: © TPranſcendently ſhine; 5 485 215 
With Cherubs before . 1 Th perſonal Eſſence 
And Seraphs we fall, xg "Be bold to explain. * 
„And proſtrate adore Thee, And wrapt in thy eee 


I A: Al * 


The Saviour of. WM... e . Feernally Teigh,”” 5 0 en 


EN Bag the King unto them on his Ri CE 8 
: eſled of my = vg inherit the Rin 5 


able, powerful, and 14 Words! which draw Believers neat 155 66 | 


a n A a - * —_— 


— 1— — 4. — a 


— 


Devil and his. 


e — ; 5 
Ma 7 8 n 3 A ( 1. T7 F . © 3 ISN 
@ 343 * 30. 4 9 hp" F 5 ) Rs _ : , 0 


5 214 FIN , =. "3 , 1 * 
FP ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on the lest Hand „ Depart 
from me, a eurted, : into everlaſting; Fire, prepared for tl - 
& 4 s 3234 . "7 5 


S4 3 


It is an Article of our Faith, that thoſe who are Hund without 
Love mall be treated as the Devils, and have the fame Portion 
with them in Eternity.---O fatal and irrecoverable Exile! O eter 


nal Baniſhment and Separation from the Preſence of Chriſt! Sad 


Confinement in Hell, and diſmal Society in ſuffering with the De. 
241 themſelves ! All this ſhews, that it is more proper to tremble 
than to ſpeak on this Subject. Obdurate Sinners are the Angels, 
Envoys, and . the Devil, who eftabliſh his Kingdom 
on Earth, propagate his Maxims, preach and authorize them by 


their Example, and ſeduce and pervert the Children of Ged. Let 
us take Care not to join ourſelves to them in any Reſpect. 


Not for the wretched Sons of Men If Juſt as well as Good thou art, 
Was Tophet. firſt, prepar'd, K Thy Vengeance they require, 
Intruders into helliſh Pain, And force 1 Lord, to ſay, 


ire. Lose BAS 


They ſnatch the Fiend's Reward: Into eternal 


— 
4s 
a. — OE OO 


| ANP:theſs Gull go rap ind everlaſting Bunifiment; bibithe 


oder ef. e e iii on os p85 mabler as 
© "No Appeal, no Remedy, to all Eternity, no End is the Puniſhment of 
moe, whoſe'findl Impenitence manifeſts'in them, ns jt were, an eternal Wit 


Eternity of the Torment of the Damned proceeds from the infinite Aka 
of the Gon who is offended ; the Eternity of the Happineſs of the Bel; 
Lom the infinite Goodneſs of Him who confers it upon them. © 2r22nal 
Lie] which art nothing but pure Zife and Joy; not the Joy of the World. 
ut that ſubſtantial Joy, of which Gop alone is the Source, the Object, and 
the End, O may I] have nothing at Heart but Thee] may I ſeck nothing 
elſe during this mortal Life! 1 at BP Erro Berk 


| Maſtgracious, moſt tremendous Lord, Our States afſign'd by wrath, or ict 


May 31. <a) 3 au 


Righteous into Life eternal, Matt. xxv. 46. tin. 


and Defire to Sin. By dying in a ſettled Oppoſition to God they caft them: 
felves into a Neceſſity of continuing in an eternal Averſion to Him: The 


ws; p 


The Sentencewhich proceeds from thee Shall neither Change, nor Period know, 
For Puniſhment, or ſor Reward, But long as Saints rejoice above. 
Moft-fand thro all Eternity: Unbappy-Souls ſhalk howl I 


1 Cee erer 


1 


I Jane, ( 153 ) ry 


AND from that Time he ſought Opportunity to betray him, 
Matt. xxvi. 26. 48-53 112 Vs chore | "a 4 


Nen ſeldom leave a Crime imperfect. Unhappy he, who en- 
gages, himſelf therein, for want of c ſmalleſt Begin- 
nings | --- We, are but too faithful, to the World, and generally 
keep our Word with it, at the Expence of all. What has God 
done to us, that He is the only Perſon with whom we break it! 

dportunities of finiſhing Sin are ſeldom wanting when a Man 
ſeeks them: The Devil is too vigilant not to preſent them. 
ould to God, that Men were as diligent and faithful in ſeeking 
and embracing Opportunities to diſengage themſelves from Sin, to 
break off all Familiarity with the Wicked, and to renounce every 
dangerous Converſation. enn 


Thy piercing Eye, O God, ſurveys How wild, how erooked have they been 
The various Windings of our Ways; A Maze of Fooliſhneſs and Sin? 
Teach us their Tendency to know, With all the Light we vainly boaſt, 
And judge the Paths in which we go. Leaving our Guide, our Sols are loſt. 


nnen. 


I IO RES . 13 | | H 14110 | f | 5, 8 2 Heft 
I. too have done the ſame, Vet for my treacherous Kis 0 


_ ( 154 ) 5 260) 


2A ND. as they did eat, he ſaid, Verily I ſay unto da 


1 one of you mall betray me, 
Prudence and Love require. that we ſhould uſe the greateſt Sin- 
ners tenderly to the laſt; admoniſhing without diſcovering them. 


tt, xxvi. 21. 


God does this continually, leaving the moſt impious Perſons un- 
known. --- Lord, thou ſeeſt in my wretched Will the Principle of 
page of Infidelity and Treachery ; but Thou canſt reſtrain it 


y thy own Holy and Almighty Will; Do it, © Jefus, out of thy 
Mercy and Goodneſs. 7 1 If 95 | RPG 


* \ 

: 5 

* 
_ 


Proſeſſing to be thine, Thou wilt no more reprove; if 
© Expoſing to Contempt the Name, But pardon'ſt all I did amiſs, , 


And Work, and Cauſe divine : With a kind Kiſs of Love. © 


Thou view'@ ds with a pitying Eye, Gently ſupported by tby Love,. 

While ſtruggling with our Load We tend to Realms of Peace: 
In Pains atid-Dangers thou art nigh, Where every Pain ſhalt far remove, 
Our Father aud dur Gd. And every Frailty ceaſe. 


— x ˙ 


1 03 1151 kv 


Wh 


* 3. (1285 )) enn 


{ND they were eie Lg 2nd began eV . ks 


, them to uy unto Ulm, ord, Is it I ? Matt. l. 2 


7 


Hl 1 


es dutural to upright Parſe to far, teſt fome Sin ſhould: lie 


hid in their Hearts, without their knowing it. --- A Man ought 
always to think hinaſelf more ſubject to fall than others; becauſe 
every one beſt knows his own Weakneſs, and has Reaſon to ap- 
prehend- every Thing from his own Infidelity. --- There is à Sor- 
row of Foreſight, as well as of Repentance. Can a Man who re- 
flects on his own corrupt Heart, and ſees Temptation approach- 
ing, forbear ſighing and being grieved at the Danger of loſing his 
God, to which. he is continually expoſed. Lord, HT I may 
hold faſt my Confidence firm unto the End. 


Saviour, thou ſeeſt the Fear, Ah! do not let ee, 
Which haunts me Night and Day, To cauſe the dire Offence, 
My Heart ſo weak, my Sin ur Rather this Inſtant now forgive, 
Shall I not Thee betray? And 3 hence. 


| 
| 
j 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
- 


June 4. (156) 7 nf; 
ND he anſwered and faid, He that dippeth his Hand with 
me in the Diſh, the ſame ſhall betray me, Matt. ui. . 


Fudas, admoniſhed the ſecond Time, and that more plainly || : 

than before, is not at all affected thereby. When 'a Heart is 

once hardened, it has no longer any Ears to hearken to Admo - 

nitions. The Multiplying of Benefits does but give it a new Oc- 

.  eafion of refiſting more obſtinately the Goodneſs of God. It is 
the Property of Hardneſs of Heart to make us, like Fudas, deaf, 
obdurate, and inſenſible, without perceiving that we are ſo. 


So frail is Man! ſo frail are oe 
When unſupported, Lord, by The: + 
Thus ſhrinks our Faith, thus droops our Love, 

And thus our Vows abortive prove. 


Bleſt JIxsvs thine own Pow'r impart; 
And bind in Cords of Lore my Heart: 
The Fogitive no more ſhall fee, 
But keep thro Death his hold of Thee. | 


June 5. hg) > nul 

+D ETE R anſwered and ſaid unto him, Though all Mew ſnall 

be offended becauſe of thee, yet will J never be offended, 

Matt. xxvi. 33. 8 
Tig een FRI farts 77 
be preſumptuous Perſon imagines he can do every Thing, and 
eam do nothing; thinks he can excel all, and excels in nothing; 
-promiſes every Thing, and performs nothing. The humble Man 
Ats quite the contrary Part. --- There is nothing fo unknown to 
us as ourſelves ; nothing which we ſee leſs than our own Poverty 
„ and Weakneſs. <-— Let us rather believe what God tells us of bur- 
; ſelves in Scripture, than what we perceive in ourſelves. The 
7 Strength of Pride is but the Strength of a Moment. Vanity ſerves 
05 only to conceal from us, what we are, and what we are not. 


One Moment, Lord, if thou depart, Tho' all prove faithful to thy Cauſe 
With like Preſumption ! Without thy conſtant Power, 
Shall truſt my own deceitful Heart, I only ſtumbling at thy Croſs 
And pive my God the Lie: Shall fall, and riſe no more. 


, — 


8 
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June 6. ( 158 ) 


Bur one Thing is needful. And Mary hath choſen that good 
Part, which ſhall not be taken away f. om her, Luke x. 42. 


The one Thing needful is to live for Gor, — That which regards only the 
Life of the Body, and the prefent World, is not abſolutely neceſſary, ſince 
it is, on the contrary, neceſſary for us to wean ourſelves from them both, 
and ſometimes even to ſacrifice the former. — Nothing is neceſſary but 
what is either eternal, or leads to Eternity. — Martha's Employment is good, 
but that of Mary's better; becauſe ſhe begins here below, that which ſhe is 
to do in Heaven. Deliver us, O Loxp, from thoſe Neceſſities which 
N only from Concupiſcence, and likewiſe from every Thing which 

ifles the Spirit of Prayer, withdraws us from the Preſence of Gop, and hin- 


ders us from following That which alone is truly neceſſary. 


; "8. 
2 2 nÞ, 


What then is all beſide After their Happineſs 
For which the World contend ? I can no longer rove, 


The Baits of Luft, the Boaſts of Pride, I need no more, who all poſſeſs 
That in a Moment end; In Jzsv's heart-felt Love. 


June 7. ( 159 ) | 5 nu 


AL that will live gadly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecutiy 


on, 2 Tim. iii. 12. 


When the Air is heated by the ſcorching Beams of the Sun, the 
Wind paſſeth through it, and brings it into a cool Temper again: 
Theſe ſpiritual Winds cool the Soul. Chriſtians are ſometimes 


ſcalding hot in the Purſuit of the World, or perhaps of ſome Sin, 


God ſtirs up theſe Winds, and cools that Heat; ſome ſharp Wind 
of Diſtreſs, of Conſcience, ſome Guſt of Temptation, ome pierc-- 
ing Blaſt of Trouble abates thoſe feveriſh Heats, removes that 
Eagernefs, which was before-in the Soul, after Things that can- 
not profit: That Wind which blew in Paul's Face, cool'd the 
Zeal for Perſecution which was in his Heart, As. ix. 1, 3, 4. 


O Almighty God of Love Lo! we truſt in Thee alone, 
Appear on Hrael's Side, On thy fingle Arm depend, 
Send us Succour from above, Ixsus help, and ſave thine own, 
Who in thine Aid confide : | And ſave us to the End. r 


+'- 
N 
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June 8. 


( 160) 


e whom are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Kg 
ol. 1. 3. 


1t is then in Jeſus Chriſt, that divine Fountain, that we anal 
draw true Wiſdom : It is of his Fulneſs that we muſt receive. He 
can neither be deceived nor deceive, nor be ignorant of any 
2 —Chriſt is a large Book ; whoever knows how to ſtudy 
this Book well, in the Word of God, will know every Thing 
which he ought to know, Humility opens it, Faith reads, and 
Love underſtands and learns, 2.26 


Let. us neter never reſt Will we all, in Love renew'd, - 
Till the Promiſe is fulfill'd, | | Find the Pearl that Adam loſt, 04a 


8 Till we are of Thee poſſeſt, Temples of the Living God, 


Ward, and fandify d, and ſeal'd, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, © 


Jane 9. ( 161 ) 9 
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UT I would not have you to be ignorant, Brethren, can- 


i 0 ne Ten, / . ye (error, nk May 
others which have no Hope, 1 The. iv. 13. ; 12 


Death is no other than Reſt and Sleep to thoſe who have lived a Liſe of 


Faith upon the Son of Gop, and who, when they come to die, are nat 


found in the Death of Sin. — It is a wonderful Effect of Faith and Hope; | to 
make that, which is moſt terrible to Nature, the moſt defirable and neceflary; 
Thing to it, which is Sleep. Let Heathens be overwhelmed with Sorroxy ; 
let them [deſpair under the Neceſſity of parting with this Life, becauſe they 
koow no other; but let Chriſtians look upon Death with Joy, as the End of 
all their Toils and Miſeries, and as a Paſſage to a bleſſed and eternal Life. 


If Death my Friend and me divide, I feel a ſtrong immortal Hope, | 
Thou doſt not, Lord,mySorrow chide, Which bears my mournful Spirit up 
Or frown my Tears to ſee : Beneath its Mountain-Load; [Pain, 
Reſtrain'd from paſſionate Exceſs, Redeem'd from Death, and Grief, and 
Thou bidſt me mourn in calm Diſtreſs I ſoon ſhall find my Friend again 
Fot them that reſt in Thee. Within the Arms of Go. 


— — mr 
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June 1o. Com). [5 ob} 
RET he that doeth Truth, cometh to the Light, that his 


V Deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought in God, 
John iii. 21, 5 4 


True Chriſtians are the Children of the Light, and the Diſciples of Truth, 


and it is their Joy continually to walk by the moſt pure Light of the Goſpel, 


and to regulate their Actions by the moſt ſubſtantial Truths of Chriſtianity. 
He who ſeeks Gop alone, and is reſolved to do nothing but according to his 
Spirit, is very far from having any Apprehenſion, that he ſhall know the Law 
of Gop too well, and diſcover too much of the Holineſs of his Ways. — 
Thoſe who ſeek the Glory and Applauſe of the World come to the Light there. 
of, and expoſe their Actions thereto : Thoſe who, in performing good Works, 
love only the Grace of God, which is the Principle, his Will which is the 
Rule, and his Glory which is the End of them, are likewiſe defirous to have 
them examined by his Light, that they may praiſe him for what is found good 
in them, that they may condemn what is bad in them, and that they may 
improve and compleat whatever is defective and imperfect. 


We cannot ſee without thy Light, We have no Wiſdom, Help, orMight, 
Without thy Light we would not ſee, But, Lord, our Eyes are unto'Fhee. 


« S 


June I1, ( 163 ) St. Barnabas, 
AS they miniſtred to the Lord, and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid; 

2 Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the Work whereunto I 
have called them, Acts xiii. 2. | 


We, who were once Sinners of the Gentiles, and now by the 
divine Goodneſs are brought to the Knowledge of the Goſpel, 
have abundant Reaſon to be thankful that inſpired Meſſengers. 
were ſent to teach it, being ſepatated to that Purpoſe by the di- 
rect Appointment of the Holy Spirit. Leave us not, we be 
ſeech Thee, deſtitute of thy manifold Gifts, nor yet of Grace to 
uſe them alway to thy Honour and Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. | 


O let thy Love inſpire my Tongue, 
Thy Mercy ſhall be all my Song, 
And all my Powers ſhall join to bleſs 
The Lord, my Strength and Righteauſneſs. 


June 12. Lig) Fx: 
ND Death and Hell were caſt into the Lake of Fire: This. 
the ſecond Death, Rev. xx. 14. „ hoavionik axow © 

Loet us adore. before-hand Feſus Chriſt victorious over all his 

Enemies ; and hope to partake in his Triumph. --- Death and 

Miſery, together with Sin, which brought them forth, ſhall be 

baniſhed for ever into Hell, with the Devils and the Damned, 'at- 

ter the laſt Judgement. Eternal Life ſhall be the Inheritance of 
the Children of God. The ſecond Death, which is eternal Danina- 
tion, ſhall be the diſmal Portion of the Reprobate for ever. What 
is the firſt Death, which only ſeparates the Soul from the Body for 

a Time, in Compariſon with the ſecond, which ſeparates its Soul 

from its God to all Eternity? There is no Medium, we ſhall. be 

to all Eternity, either in the Boſom of God with the Lamb, or in 
the Lake of Fire with the Dragon. We ſhall be with him for ever, 

whoſe Example we ſhall have followed. ie e 1 

Happy he, whom Chriſt ſhall find Who can anſwer to his Word? 
Watching to ſee Him come, Which of you dates meet his Day ? 

Him, the Judge of all Mankind | Riſe, and come to Judgment. Lok b, 
Shall bear triumphant hom. We riſe, and come away. 


June 13. ( 0 <r 00} 


por we know, that if our earthly" Houſe of this Tabs 
were diſſolved, we have a Building of God, an Houle not 
made with Hands, eternal 1 in the Heavens, 2 Gor. V. I, | 


We know we believe, we preach this ; but we think too ſeldom 
of- it, and we make till leis Uſe thereof, in order to diſengage 
our Affections from the Love of our Bodies. Grant, O my God, 
that I may always look upon this Body as a Houſe of Clay, which 
is continually ready to fall: and do thou attract my Soul towards 


| thyſelf; Thou, who art willing to be its Country, its Heaven, 1 


its Houſe to all Eternity. 

There is a Houſe not made with lands, We walk by Faith of Joys to come, 

Eternal and on high, Faith lives upon his Word; 

And here my Spirit waiting ſtands But while our Body is our Home, 
Till God ſhall bid it fly. We're abſent from the Lord. 

Shortly this Priſon of my Clay "Tis pleaſant to believe thy Gm. 
' Muſt be diflolv'd and fal; But we had rather fee : 


Then, O my Soul, with Joy obey We would be abſent from the Fleſh, | 
Thy heav'aly Father's Call. And preſent, Lord, with Thee. 


June 14. (61660 nö 


F. OR the Son. of Man is come to ſeek and to ſave tht whi 
| Was loft, "Luke! Xix. 18. | 0 
Theſe are n Words hos Sinners : 1 nat "REES 
they are gone aſtray, let them not deſpair, ſince no leſs a Perfon 
than God is come to ſeck them. --- What Progreſs ſoever Believers 
have made, let them not imagine that they have no longer any 
Occaſion of being ſought. They have {till their Wanderings as 
well as others, and carry in their own Hearts an evil Principle, 
which would lead them out of the Way. Lord; ſeek in me That 
which is gone aſtray ; ſave That which is 2400 ; ou Ry FINN 
which Thou haſt already found. e 


To ſave the ne . 
The Loſt was all Mankind; 

And I thro' Jesus* Name 

Do now Salvation find, 

And publiſh it the World around. 


That Grace doch more than Sin 28 


"na 


Jane 15. 0 * ) 47-90] 


D#arly F I beſeech you as Strangers and Pilgrims, abflahl 
from * Luſts, which war againſt the Soul, 1 Pet. ii. 11. 


The World i is a foreign Land to a Chriſtian. . He ought. to "OY 


in it as a Traveller, without Affection for it, without Deſign of 
ſettling therein; with Prudence, Temperance, Love, and Deſire 


of his native Country. --- A Man who paſſes through a ſtrange 


Country, ſtops only to inform himſelf of the ſhorteſt Way Home, 


continues his Journey inceſſantly whilſt it is Day,. and takes no 
more than neceſſary Food and Reſt. This is an Emblem of a 
Chriſtian paſſing through this World in his Way to Heaven, ie 


Come, deareſt Lord ! ee | 
With eager-Pantings gaſps for Home; 
Thee, Thee, my reftleſs Hopes requing, 15 
| My Fleſh and Spirit bid Thee come. 
* Come, Lord, and ſhew Thyſelf to me, 
Or take, O take me up to Thee l > 4. 1 


June 16. 8 (168 i) * : - 1 anf 
E R as many of you as have been paptized into Chriſt, have 

Df put © on Obrik, al. iii. 27. N roxy om O j | 

Þ The Shame of bur firſt Birth is covered with the Righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt, whom we put on at the Time of our ſecond Birth. If 
we have put on Chriſt, let nothing then be ſeen in us but Chri/t, 
| his Love, Humility, Meekneſs, and Purity; his Modeſty, Pa- 
| tience, and whatever has any Relation to the Holineſs of his 
| Manners. --- O Jeſus, thou pregious, incorruptible, and divine- 
Robe of thy l Members! grant that T may never loſe Thee, 
and that I Y. be cloathed with” Thee before the Tribunal of "thy. th 


tl 


| Father. | i 
* * 5 21 12 D cle 
Is ere a RTE BOY the 8 0 hide this Self from me, dat 1. an 
That ſtrives with Thee my Heart to No more, but Chriſ in me, a ee for 

ſhare.; My vile Affections crucify, 
Ah] tear it thence, and reign alone, Nor let one darling Luſt ſurvive. /BMa 
The Lord of every Motion there: In all Things nothing may I ſee, .. L. 


Then ſhall myHeartfromEarth be free, Nothing dolire, or ſky bot 8 e 
When it has found Repoſe in Thee. A von ff 265 * 0 g. 15 


8 
L 


ve 
5 


v 
N. 1 
els 


Tf” 


June 17. 6169) af 


A Nr 


wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites; for ye i 
clean the Outſide of the Cup and of the Platter, but within 
they are full of Extortion and Exceſs, Matt. xxiti. 25. 25 
The Heart is the Seat of Good and Evil; it is by the Heart 
that we pleaſe or diſpleaſe God. --- In vain do Men hinder their 
Corruption from appearing outwardly, that they may not loſe the 
Eſteem of Men, if their Heart be corrupt in the Sight of God, 


| through the Love of Sin, and through criminal Defires. A true” 
Penitent acts quite contrary ; he uſes his utmoſt Endeavours to 
A cleanſe his Heart by the Love of God, and the Hatred of Sin; 
and is willing to bear the Shame and Confuſion of his Miſery be- 


fore Men. 11 a Cal 


Malice and Rage, thoſe Fires of Hell, She nor deſires, nor ſeeks to know © ©: 


Love quenches with her Tongue; The Scandals of the Time: 
Hopes; and believes, and thinks no Ill, Nor looks with Pride on thoſe below , 


of Th o' ſheindure the Wrong. Nar «nvies thoſe that climb. 


June 18. 0 oy ) - 81 dau 


B fler are the Poor in Spirit: De theirs is the. Dare 
Heaven. Matt. a 


The firſt Leffon of Chriſt is concerning EY and CAPE 
Humility. --- To be Poor in poſſeſſing much is to be diſengaged 
from Wealth, to uſe it like a poor Man, and to look it as 2 
Truſt. Grace is ſo powerful, that one may have the Bleffing of 
this Poverty in the Midſt of Riches. --- G by no means permits 
himſelf to be outdone in Generoſity: He gives All for All, or ra- 

ther All for nothing, Heaven for arth, Himſelf for us. In what 
does the Kingdom of Heaven in this Life conſiſt, but in the Riches 
of Faith, the Grace of God, and his Spirit; and to whom does he 
communicate them more 5 Aus > ig but to hols wha Smeg 
diſengaged from the World? ? 


POE 


Jus sus on me the Want beſiow, Give me — 8 mine, 
Which all who feel ſhall ſurely know And taſte, in Holineſs divine,” 


Their Sins an Earth forgiv'nz - The Happineſe of Heaven. 


June 19. (x1) 81 ono}, 
ND. when they were come to the Multitude, there came #6 
"him a certain Man, kneeling down to him, and ſaying, + 
Lond, have Mercy on my Son, for he is ns and fore vex- 
ed: fox. off times he falleth into the Fire, and on into the W 
ter, Matt. xv. 14, 15. 


The Rage and Power of the Devil againſt Man, in n of Sin. 
is exprefled by the fad Uſage which this Lanatict ſuffers, — The Devil, in 
bodily Polleffions, as well as ſpiritual Temptations, knows how to take Ad- 
vantage of the Conſtitution, and of natural Cauſes and Diſpoſitions, in order 
to conceal himſelf. Some of theſe are as contrary as Fire and Water. 
Would to God the Sinner were as throughly ſenſible of the Miſery of his 
Soul, and the ſpiritual Illuſions of the Devil, as this Father is of thoſe un- 
ter Which his Son labours ! See here the firſt Steps towards Converſion ; to 
approach Ciz13T, to humble ourſelves in his Preſence, earneſtly 1 pray to 
him, and with Confidence to lay our Miſery before him. 


Joon God of our Salration, Jesus, help, Thou eren, 
> Hear our Call: Bruiſe his Head, - * 
_ Sove us all,” Woman's Seed, 15 w 


AN D the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 


bour as thyſelf, Matt. xxii. 39. 


- 


- The Love of our Neighbour is found in the Love of God as in its 
Principle, Pattern and End; and the Love of God is reciprocally 
found in the Love of our Neighbour, as in its Effect, Repreſentation, 
and infallible Mark. We take nothing from God when we lov: 
our Neighbour for his ſake. --- To love him as ourſelves, is to love 
him as we ought to love ourſelves, ' in obſerving the Order off 
Charity; and not as we love ourſelves, when we follow our o] n 
ͤrregular Inclinations. It is but one and the ſame Love, which! 
loves God in our Neighbour, and our Neighbour for God's Sake, 
when we deſire that his Name may be hallowed, that his Kingdom 
may come, and that his Will may be done in our Neighbour, al. 

ter the ſame Manner that we deſire it for ourſelves. 


I ſee th' exceeding. broad Command, O that with all thy Saints I might. 
Which all contains in one; By ſweet Experience prove, beige | 
Inlarge my Heart to underſtand What is the length, and breadth, ani 
The Myſtery unknown. And depth of Chriſtian Love. 


June 21; . 


Bur gs 36 on the Lond Jeſus Chriſt, and make ac 
. leſh, to fulfil the Lufts thereof, Rum. iii, 14. 


for the 
Faith is the Day of the Chriſtian ; Grace is his awaking; Je- 


= 
- 


Jus, Chrift the Garment with which he covers the Shame of his 
Zins. To put on the Lord Feſus Chriſt is to cloathe ourſelves in- 
wardly with his Righteoufneſs, and to ſuffer nothing to appear 
outwardly but that Habit, namely his Life, his Humility, his 
own Meskneſs, and his other Virtues. --- To ſatisfy both Reaſon and 
Faith, by giving to the Body what Neceſſity requires, and refuſ- 
ing it what Senfuality craves, is to obey God himielf, 


Be it according to thy Word. 
Ready to meet my Doom I am, | 
O let me ruſh upon that Sword, | 
3 And feel the Sin-conſuming Flame? © 
8 Olet me ſev thy Face, and die. 


June 22. | (65 174 S Sn 
AND there ſhall in no wile enter into it any Thing tharidg- 
<> fileth;-neither whatſoever worketh Abomination, or mak 
a Lie; but they which are written in the Lamb's Book of Life, 


er. XX... 27 >. : | 
Let us remember we enter into this holy City only by diveſting ourſelves 
| of the old Man, and cloathing ourſelves with Jzsus Caz1sT ; and that we | 
have been waſhed in the Blood of the Laws, in order to become his Mem- | 
bers, that every Thing might be deſtroyed which renders us unworthy of 
© 
a 


God. OLams of Gon, who blotteſt out the Sins of the World, blot out 
every Thing which diſpleaſes Thee in me; write thy Law for ever in my 
Heart, that I may be written in the Book of eternal Life, as well as in that 
of the divine Adoption which Thou haſt begun in me by thy Grace. 

Far, far beyond theſe mortal W 0 

A bright Inheritance is ours; BL 

Where Saints in Light our Coming walt 

To ſhare their holy bliſsful State. 

If ready dreſt for Heav'n we ſkine,””' 

Thine are the Robes,” the Crown'is ©" . 

May endleſs Years their Courſe prolong, 

While Thine the Praiſe” is alf our Song. 


June _ (275) | 
ND I ſaw a new Heaven and a new Earth, for the ard Hea- 


ven and the firſt Earth were paſſed away 3 and there was no 
more Sea, Rev. xxi. 1. 


If the World of the old Adam has appeared ſo. beautiful * 
magnificent to his Children, good God, how great will be the 
Splendor, how great the Riches, of That, which is made for Je- 


ſus Chriſt the ſecond Adam! and for his Members! O Feſut, 


Father of the World to come, render us worthy of this new and 
eternal World, and give us a Contempt of that which N 
and ming us. | 5 


2 © 2 


We with our Lonp ſhall e live 
The Gov ef our Salvation praiſe, _ 
To Him alone rejoice to give 
The Glory of His ſovereign Grace. 
Come, gracious Logp, we wait thy Day, 
» MMMe languiſh to be taken Home, 
No longer let thy Chariot ſtay, 15 
Come, gracious Loxp, to adgement come. 


Jane 24." (776 S John Bail. 
Þ® R this op Fi of whom it is written, Behold, I ſend min: 

Angel before thy Face, that ſhall prepare thy Way before 
thee, Matt. xi. 10. | MA . ee i ie * Kei 


Tf we will come where Jobs is, we muſt go as he went ; Ser God be- 
fort" oy Eyen and walk in his Preſence as Jan did: Firſt, in SanQity of 
Perſon, (like an Angel) in Holineſs, and Righteouſneſs all the Days of our 
Life. Secondly, in Diligence of Office. Preparing his Way to wi, by 
being new bor; by dying to Sin, that we may iv; unto Gd. Acknow- 
ledging that the Power ſo to do, proceeds from his being preſent bifare at 3 
graciouſly beholding and upholding us. From whoſe Fulneſs we re- 
ceive Grace for Grace. Firſt the Grace of Faith and a godly Life; 
and the Grace of eternal Life: Which God the Fatber grant, for the 
Love of God the Son, through the Operation of God the Holy Ghoſt: 
To which holy and bleſſed Trinity be all Glory now and for ever, Amen. 


A 
P - ”- -& 


* 


— — S —_ 


How beauteous are their Feet, . © How charming js their Voice, 
Who ſtand on Ziens Hill, Ho ſweet the Tidings are! 
Who bring Salvation on their Tongues, Zion behold thy Sawiour-King, Be, 


S 


— 


4 ; | „ $$6AVT $ Ch 129 13808 
And Words of Peace reveal. He reigns and triumphs here? An 


d 30 „en : 8 SC * 
A 3 . — 

IN — DD Fericho: and às he went dut of Ferien 
with his Diſciples, and a great Number of People, blind Bar- 


timens, the Son of Timeus, ſat by the W begging) 
Mark x. 46. 


In the Cure of this blind Man, let us reflect u pon Man Als 


vered from Blindneſs of Heart, Indigency, and mpotency, b 

the Life and Death of Jeſus Chriſt. --- Blindneſs and FA 5 
are not always found together in the Blind of Body; but they are 
never aſunder in the ſpiritual Blind. --- Faith is at the fame L imd 


both the Eye and Life of the Soul: And Truth is the Light and 
Bread of the Heart. O eternal Truth! O heavenly Bread! Grant 


J may be always ſenſible how much I ſtand in need of Thee, eb 
Lmay know Thee, go to Tree Nr feed upon Thee. 


— 
" 
g 


Sitifal; and blind, and poor. xsus, attend my Cry, 
And loſt without thy Grace, Thou Son of Dau hear, 7 
The Mercy I implore,  . I now Thou paſſeſt by, ne” 
nd wait to fee thy Face, 8 Stand {till and call me near. A 
Begging I fit by the Way-fide, The Darkneſs from my Heart remqvè, 


And long to know the Crucif d. 600 And ſhew me now thy pard hing Lo Love. 


nes Ott847001 | 188709 34 Jo Ame? of 7 AF - 5 T2. ave 479 4 1 | 
AND he was eloathed with a Veſture dipt in lood;. and [7 
4 Name 1s called, The Word of God; Kev. XIX. 1.3»; +, 50018 
O admirable Union, but neceſſary for our Salvation, of the Son 
of God with a Body like to ours, by the Myſtery of the Inn” 
= ion! O Sacrifice truly worthy of God, wherein the Son-prefent 
= Himſelf to his Father all covered with his own Blood! If this 
= Bord were not the Bod of God, it could not be the Remedy of 
Man. Let this Union unite me to Thee, O my God! Let th 
Light illuminate and penetrate my Heart, O eternal Word! re 
thy Blood waſh and ſanctify me, O adorable Victim 


- ww 


- 
LEY» 17H by 
9 FY # "a 


ö a | Soph na 
In an accepted Time of Love, With reverential Faith we elsim 
To Thee, O'Jzsvs, we draw near, Our Share in the great Sacrifice ; | 
O wilt thou not the Veil remove, Come, O Thou'alkattoning Laxey, 
And meet thy waiting Folle wers here, Revive us by thy dying Cries, 
Who humbly at thy Footſtool lie, Apply to xtr thy healing Blood, | 
And wait to find Thee pafling by, And ſprinkle me, m Ln, my Go 


TW oO IT. 


MN 


30D» 


June 8 (79) 82 nut 

71 HESE are they which came out of great Tribulation, and 
e Wafliel their Robes, and have made ther. te de * 

Blood of the Lamb, Rev. vii. 14. 

There is no Saint, who hath not been tried and purified by Af- 

ictions; none, who hath not had Occafion to be :uaſbed in the 


p od 92 eſus Chriſt, and who does not owe his Sanctificatiom to 
: him. he Sufferings of the Head, redeem, ſanctify, and conſe- 
.crate his Members : The Sufferings of the Members, honous,-ag- 


compliſh, and apply thoſe of the Head. O Lamb of God, 10 
me more and more, O adorable =, P. foften, 4 and 


cleanſe my Heart, Sick 

I every Hour For Gov is aborre VF 
In Jeopardy ſtand : Men, Devils, and 80, 

But Thos art my Power, , My Issue Loye 
And holdeſt my Hand: bee Battle ſhall win. 
While vet P am Calling 560 terribly ein 

Thy Sgecour I feel, Hi, Coming ſhall be, His 
It faves me from fallin Hie Love, a viAorious,. r 
09 \Or plueks me from u Shall conquer TO me. 


June. 28. 1 ( 180 ) „ an 


a 1 1 took the little a out of the Angel's Hand, and est 


it up; and it was in my Mouth ſweet as Honey: and s ſoon 
— had eaten it, my Belly was bitter, Rev. x. 10. 0 kl a 


A Chriſtian ought never to take the ſacred Book of the divine 


Word, but as out of the Hand of Jeſus Chriſt. | He ought to re- 
liſh the Truths 8 at leiſure to make them his Food and His 


Delight, that he may be prepared for all Events, when the Time 

of Bitterneſs that is, of 5 *emptation and Trial, of Affliction ang 
Perſecution ſhall come, which never fail to attend thoſe who are 
reſdlved to practiſe the * and thoſe who 1 it We an 
holy Boldnefſss. 


The quick'ning E Mole And pour freſh Vigour thro' our Souls, . 


er all my inmoſt Frame, While T its Glories view. 
And animate theſe languid Lips 'F 
From Thee, great c Hon 8 
To celebrate thy Name. Let vital Streams deſcend, 8 rg 
Thy living Word has Wonders wrought, And chear me to begin thoſe Songs» | 
Thoſe Wonders here renew, Which Death Mall never end. 51 


I jaune 29. . Es) - St. Petr. 


jt PREbold, the Angel of the Lord came upon him; and a Light 
ö fſhined in the Priſon: And he ſmote Peter on the Side, and 
I raiſed him up, ſaying, Ariſe up quickly. And his Chains fell off 
from his Hands, Acts xii. 7. | n 
. Peter's Roemies ſound here, to their Confuſion, that bis Redeemer was 
+; ſtrong (Jer. I. 34.) The Lord Jeſus /ent an Angel to bim, who found him 
958 ſecure in his Innocence, and happy in his Hope, ſleeping between bis aus 
NE Wl Guards, who perhaps, in a few Hours, were to have been his Executioners: 
ng. aad flee ing ſo ſweetly Sound, that the Brightneſs of the Angels Pre- 
are ſence aid not immediately awake him. The Ange! mites him, and bis i 
an I Chains fall F: the Iron Gates are opened, and the Priſoner is ſet at füll 
I Liberty, Grant, O my God, that the Angel of Death may ſmite me as it 
R vere, but with a gentle Blow, own me as a Servant of thine, and knock 
uls," I off the Fetters of Mortality, open the Doors of the Dungeon, and lead 
Ine into the New Fera/alem, where I ſhall find another Kind of Society, 
ug another. Kind of Reſt, another Kind of Joy, than Peter knew, even in the 
ing. firft Tranſports of his Deliverance, * Rn KINO 


Thee, the great ISnoV AH deigns 10 Thee, th eternal Gov ſuſtains, FI 
I Io ſuccout”and defend. Thy Maker, and thy Friend. | wr 


1 — 
r ͤũ?7 . as om Ss 
* a; 


ve Ought to be guided. Nothing grievous can ever happen to us, fo long 4 10 


JESUS anſwered, Are there not twelve Hours in nN | 
| 7 any Man walk in the Day he ſtumbleth not, becauſe he ſee | 
the Light of the World. --- But if a Man walk in the Night, he 


ſſttumbleth, becauſe there is no Light in him, John xi. 9, 10. 
£6 OE: , , , r . 
He who acts in the Light, and by the Grace of Jisvs Cu is, is con- 


Einually doing Good : without this Grace there is nothing but DatKneb f 


* 


and Sin. —— While it was Day, that is, during the Time of CAE, Sr) ſe 


mortal Life allotted by his Father, his Enemics had no Power at all ove M © 
it: but when the Time of Mabt, namely of his Death, was come, 'he. e 
yered himſelf into their Hands — The Will of Gen is the Light by whjll 2 


we follow it. When we wall without this Light, 2 e Night of our owt 
Will, we cannot avoid either fumbling or going a ay. — Let thy* Vil 
O Lord, be always the Lamp which may in/ighten my Steps, 256 the Jon 
Light which may dire& me in thy Ways. e N 
Moſt ſenſibly, O Loxo, I know O then cut ſhort thy Work of Grace, . 
My Night of Death approaches faſt; This Moment fiuiſh it in me, 
" "ime for Work, my Courſe below, And let the next conclude my 6s, 25 
in another Moment pat. Aud bring ine ig wy Goal ad Ter r 


Joly 1. 4 38 U 88 7 iT 


HO gave himſelf for us, chat he might redeem us « from all 
ee and purity unto himſelf a peculiar 1 r 
of good Works, t ii. 14. 


941 


* Chriſtianity does not conkit in ſome * AR of Fiats, nor ri an 
any utward F orbearance from Evil, nor in a bare Performance of outward 


1975 alk but in an inward permanent and inviolable Conſecration, that 
2 ſe paratiog us from the Love of Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures, unites us 
35 to. 805 | a Love which renders us Worſhippers in Spirit and in Trath, 
Ni and. faithful Imitators of his Son. —— Grant, G my Gov, that I may know, 

2 value, love, and preſerve, at the Expence of all Things, ſo glorious a Con-; 
8. cation. Woe unte me, if I ever take away my Heart from Thee to give 
Wil i to the World” and Sin, O Je8vs, Prieſt and Victim of my Gov, it he- 
4 i Bare to thee to preſerve my ee ſince it is by and in thee I am | 
? ecrated to him. 


* Ti tnt chte moſt baniſh my Complaints, That dnly Death can ſet de five: 
ke; Muſt make an End of Sin in me; But whoſe ſhall | purge my inbred din ? 
Ter I kant it, the Rain: e The Death of Gon, and not of Man- 


a a * 


Mr 2. | 44834) 5 Wy] 


ND hatſbever ye do in Word or Deed, do all in the Name [ 
of the Lord Jeſus, giving Thanks to God and the Father by* = 
Him, Col. Ii, 17. 


ans torn den 20 291 Þ :; 
Good Goo! 1 hat is a Chriſtian, ad who is alas who lives le E  Chriſtian,/; his 
{| if all his Words and Actions ought to be a Sacrifice of Thank/giving, offered. ful 
[| to Got by Jssus Cutsr, as rhe Chriſtian's high Prieſt and Mediator; in, var 
j| Irsus Cnater as his Temple ; upon Jesuvs CurtsT-25 his Altar; accord- 175 
| ing to Jezus Cur1sT as the Pattern of a Chriſtian: under Jesus CRHAI8T7 W 
as his Lord and King in the Spirit, the Intentions, the Motives, the Dif-' 1 
poſiti tions; and the End of Jesus CurisT as his Head, with Dependence" 
upon JesVs CAHRIST, from whom proceeds all the Power of our Adtions."'te: 
Loxp Jesus Cnrisr grant that I may be this happy Chriſtian, devoted 
to Thee all my Life according to thy Word, Amen. 


To the Gtory of the Loxd, When thine Ob I retrieve” trat 


8 How can I all Things do? | United to my Saviour, I Who 
Father, ſpeak my Soul reſtor'd, Shall in ] gsu's Spirit lire, Ie it 


Create in Heart anew, - And in kis Spirit die. Obed 


f | July 3. Ens). 5 val 
| e ns keey ay Commandments, vun. * 'A 
Wy 190 


I et us not Hatton b that we love God, if we yy dot 1 
in, his' Commandments; neither let us flatter ourtelves that we can 

ea fun his Commandments, if we do not love him. The Obſer- 
in vance of the Law is a Proof of our Love; but Love is the Prin- 
e eiple of that Obſervance. Examine your Hearts, examine your 

ie Works, if you are deſirous to know what you are in the Sight” 
oof God, The one muſt be anſwerable to the other. God: nr h 
2 I 17000 be baſh found in me. | | : 


rangers to thy Love are hey Love which no Comp 3 
aa wno call it Bondage to ys by But freely from the Fquntain flows, 
Pe it our Delight 10 pros Returns ſpontaneous to the Skies, 
2; (YObedience is the Trujh of Lore; | Pare as the Streams of Paradile, 


July 4: | (1866) RAISE B 

PE ACE I leaye with you, my Peace I give unto you: not as 
the World giveth, give I unto you. Let not your Heart be 4 

troubled, neither let it be afraid, John xiv. 27. end Bag. 


The Peace of the World conſiſts in worldly Reft, Joy, Plenty, and 
Delights: the Peace of CnRisr, in Submiſſion to the Will of Gop, in the an 
Joy of Love. — The World gives Peace only in fruitleſs and barren De- an 
fires; or elſe gives only a falſe and counterfeit Peace; but ChRISsT per- If an; 
forms what he ſpeaks, and his Words produce their Effect even in the Heart, I ne. 
by fortifying it againſt the Threats of the World, and againſt every Thing the 
which may diſturb or interrupt its Friendſhip with Gop — Let thoſe who he. 
love the World ſeek that Peace which it gives; Thine, O Jesvs, is ſufficient, thi: 
for me. Put me into Poſſeſſion of it, I beſeech thee, ſince thou art pleaſed NF . ry 
I ſhould enjoy it by Legacy of thy Will, by a Deed of Gift made in thy I -- 
Life Time, and by Right of Inheritance. * bs ; 


We own the Promiſe, Prince of Grace, The King of Fears can do no more 
Tho earthly Helpers die, __ . Than ſtop our mortal Breath; | 

And animate'our fainting Hearts But Jzsvs: gives a nobler Life, 
While Chriſt our Friend is nigh, That cannot yield to Death. + - 


July 5. (197). 


8 the Father hath . me, ſo have I loved you : conti 
ye in my Love, Jol xv. . 


God loves his Son, and us in Him. Chriſt loves his Father, 
and us for His Sake. Let us, in like Manner, love God in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt for the Sake of God. --- The Love of God, of Chriſt, 
and of a Chriſtian, make, as it were, a triple Knot, which ſhall 
never be broken in Heaven, being that wherein eternal Life, and 
the great Myſtery of a bleſſed Eternity, do conſiſt. Miſerable is 
be, even in this World, who does not part with all to continue in 
this Love ! Thou God of my Heart, who didſt firſt love me, 
cauſe me to continue with Perſeverance in thy Love, that thy Love 
may continue eternally in me. | 


To all bis Flock, what wond' rous Love Deſcend, and all thy Pow'r diſplay, 
Doth our kind Shepherd bear ? And all thy Love reveal, 

is he to his great Father's Heart, That the warm Streams of a 8 
So we to his are dear. This frozen Heart may feel. 


Jaly 6. (188 ) 1 on 


1 Follow not that bien is Evil, but that which's is 1 Good, 
He that doeth Good is of God ; but ke that doeth Evil hath 


be 3 John 11. A ie vettoalta; Tl 


The mon virtuous Perſons have Occaſion to defend 3 * the 

: bo of bad Examples ; ; this alone can corrupt the Heart of a righteous 

: Testen but a good Example cannot alone convert a Sinner. It is Grace 

which fecures us from the one, and cauſes us to profit by the other — A 

- "Life led conſtantly ina Chriſtian Manner, is the'beſt and the ſole Proof by 

Which it can be known that we are really of Gov — He who. has not this 

1 — of God, which inflames the Heart with bis Love, and cudſes it 

do embrace bis Law, may know him * as 2 \ Philaſopher, but he knoys 
bim not as a Chriſtian. 


The Caution is not vain, Yet will we boldly preſs 

Me may unfaithful prove, T ward our hi h Calling's Prize, 
And turn-from God, and Sin again, And follow after Holineſs, 

And grieve his tender Love, Till Death ſhall doſe our Eyes, 


yes, 


July 7· ä | 4 189 ) | AS 


: 7 


> 


I kee forward toibard the Mark, for the Prize of the high CI- 
ing of God in Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. iii. 14 


It ĩs the Property of a true Chriſtian to forget the Advantages 
of this preſent World, not to flacken his Pace in the Ways of 
God, and to aſpire continually after Heaven and Eternity. Alas! 
bow many are there, who, in running the Race of Salvation, are 
- miſtaken, and turn aſide out of the Way, by embarraſſing them- 
ſelves with a thouſand Cares, which lead them to a different Place 
from Heaven! To have but one ſingle Mark in View, like St. 
Paul, namely, to ſave our Souls, in doing that which God re- 
quires of us, this is the Means to attain that bleſſed End. 


Lord, thy real Work revive, | Humbly fill thy Servant trace, 
The Counterfeit to end; Who leaſt of Saints himſelf did call, 
That we lau fully may ſtrive, Pill we gain the Height of Grace, 
And truly apprehend, 591 8. = And into nothing fall. 64 
N | 


N Das we have borne the Image of the earthy, YM? 


*2 bear the Image of the heayenly,” 1 Cor. xv. 49, 


What is the Image of the earthy Man, but Sin and the Puniſn- 
ments thereof, which are in the Soul and in the Body? And what 
the Image of the heavenly Man, but Holineſs. and a glorious Im- 
mortality, in the Soul and in the Body raiſed from the Grave? 


have but too long imitated the Example of. the. fin ful. Adam, te 


us ſeriouſiy enter upon the Life, and embrace the Inclinations, 
the ſecond Adam. Let us aſpire and ardently deſire to bear 
Image of this heavenly Man. 


oel Lo 
0 LW "3X „ 2 10 9 0 „ 


With flowing Eyes and bleeding Hearts But, O my Soul, with Rapture bear 


A blaſted World ſurv ey The'ſecond Apαν⁹])⁰ Name: 
See the wide Ruin Sin hath wrought And the celeſtial Gifte, he brings 
In one unhappy Day. To all his Seed, proclaim. 


diam, in Gad den Image form's, In Holineſs and Joy eompleat t 
From God and Bliſs eſtrang' d, He reigns to ende Tears, 


” Shs 
»4 


And all the Joys of Paradi/e And each adopted choſen Child” '- 
For Guilt and Horror chang 'd. His ſplendid Image wears. 


Wii ay apart all Fillfals! and ſuperflui _ of Nan NY 
1 50 neſs, and receive with Meekneſs the en Wore which 
e 


to ve your" Souls, Fames i. i. 27% 


34 


. 85 


e Word of God requires 2 pure Heart, clave ** the 
Corru 9 8 of fn.” intent upon oppoſing its Inclinations, 

meek,” nd peaceable. It is the Branch of Salvation, 
bester does hot choak it by his Paſſione, and by the Cares = 


this Life, will aſſuredly taſte its Fruits. It is a divine Weer. 


who plucks it up deftroye the Work of God. 


1850 or. © pi Ie Ms 
Lord, if * bidſt us monife. We, Jesvs, will on Thee attend, 
Our Euſts and Paſſions here "+" Doty To Thee the Times and Seaſons leave, 
Take up our Croſs. and daily die, Labouriog and ſuffering to the Eng, 
Andin 15 eee e bby,” Till Thou the long-ſoughtBleſſing ive, 
Who Nair racles 28 f, 95 And ſeal us perfectly reſtor d, 
Or dare — a ſhorter Trae Followers of our nana: Lord. 


e 99601 2 71 2 b asl 1071 


q Joly =_ (192) 
].Ooking diligently, leſt any Man fail of the Grace of God: 


left any Root of Bitterneſs {pringing up, rer Jen and 


thereby many be defiled, Heb. xii. 15. 


It is of great [mportanics to be mindful of our Duties, and tolive 
in the Preſence of God, in order to receive his Dire&ions, to 
learn his Deſigns concerning us, and to let flip no Opportunities 
of doing ſomething for him. We are not leſs obliged to be watch- 
ful over ourſelves, with Reſpe to our Neighbour, that we may 
not offend againſt Love. --- Nothing is ſo eafily communicated as 
Rancour and Bitterneſs of Heart, let us therefore cut off the very 


leaſt Root of it, if we deſire to preſerve that of Love and Ten- 


| derneſs. 
Now the Seaſon is of Love, All may now in Chriſt retrieve 
And heavenly Viſitation, God the Father's Favour, 


Sinners, know the Time, and prove Claim the Holy Ghoſt, and live 
The Day of your Salvation ; Prieſts and Kings for ever. 


July 11. 193) .o1 6h! 
ET your Converſation be without Covetouſneſs ; and be con- 
tent with ſuch Things as ye have; for he hath ſaid; I will 


never leave thee, nor forſake thee, —— So that we may boldly 


ſay, The Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear what Man ſhall 
do unto me, Heb. xiii. 5, 6. 


| Whoever ſets his Affections on earthly and corruptible Riches, 


has forgotten that he is called to a celeſtial and eternal Kingdom, 


--- That Perſon who is perſuaded that he is in the Hand of God, 


orders all Things by His Will, is always content with his preſent 


State and Condition. God always ſuccours thoſe who put their 


Truſt in Him, if not in that Manner they deſire, at leaſt in that 
Which He judges beſt, and which is more advantageous for them. 
Tf he permits any Evil to happen to them it is becauſe that very 


Evil is their Good. 


Nothing more ean we require, Who to us haſt Merey ſnewn, 
Love fills up our whole Deſire, Still Thou doſt conduct thine own, 
Kept by Love s protecting Power, By the Streams of pureſt Grace, 
Nothing can we ſuffer more. (u) To our exerlaſting Place. 


July 12. | (. 194 ) 8 
AND they ſing a new Song, ſaving, Thou art worthy to take 

the Book, and to open the Seals thereof; for Thou watt ſlain, 
and haſt redeemed us to God by thy Blood, Rev. v. g. . 


To praiſe God belongs only to Souls ſanctified by Grace. The 
New Song of perfect Love ſuits none but thoſe who are renewed 
by Glory. --- Let the grateful Acknowledgement of this great and 
glorious Redemption, and the Hope of its Conſummation in Hea- 
ven, put this Song, even here below, into our Hearts and our 
Mouths. Let us live for God fince for Him we are redeemed, 
Let us pray nothing doubting that we are His Children, and with 
humble Confidence bleſs Him who has redeemed us. This is the 

Spirit and Practice of the true Church. | FOI 


_ Laws of God thy Right we own; 
* Worthy Thou, and Thou alone, 
The myfterious Book t explain, 
Teeming with the Fates of Man, * | f 
Thou ſhalt open every Seal, © 1 
Pvery'Prophecy fulf}e 1 n 108 eee vt 


os bt. oo 


2 * 


July 13. ( 195 ) 3 
AN D he ſhewed me a pure River of Water of Life, clear as 
-» Cryſtal, proceeding out of the Throne of God, and of the 
Lamb, Rev. xxii. 1. "ag 

O God! adorable Fountain! from whence the whole Grace of 
the Chriſtian Life flows into us; from whence that Torrent of 
Pleaſure, that River of Glory ſtreams into the Hearts of the Saints, 
which fills them and makes them happy; draw me to Thee, 
that I may be filled with Thee. Let Faith and Prayer, cauſe 
us frequently to approach the Throne of Grace, in order to 
find Mercy there: This is the Way to arrive at the Throne of 
Glory, that we may find there the End of all our Miſeries. 


Our longing Souls aloud would fing, May this bleſt Torrent near my Side 


Spring up celeſtial Fountain ſpring, Thro' all the Deſert gently glide, 
To a redundant River flow, | Then in Emanuel's Land above, 
And chear this thirſty Land below. Spread to a Sea of Joy and Love. 


Let Cares like a wild Deluge come, There ſhall I bathe my weary Soul, 

And Storms and Sorrows fall, In Seas of heav'nly Reſt, | 

May [I bat ſafely reach my Home, And not a Wave of Trouble roll 
My God! my Heaven! my All! Acroſs my peaceful Breaft, 


July 14. _ © 96 ) 


N the Midſt of the Street of it, and of either Side of the River.) F 
was there the Tree of Life, - which bare twelve Manner of 


Fruits, and yielded her Fruit every Month; and the Leaves of the 
Tree were for the Healing of the Nations, Rev. xxii. 2. 


The Tree of Life is an Emblem of Jzs8us CnRIsT always preſent in his 
Church; preſent in an open unveiled Manner to all the Bleſſed, their Food 


and their Life; who ſheds abroad in them Immortality, Joy, and Bleſſedneſs, 


and communicates to them Part of all His Poſſeſſions, as Co-heirs with Him- 
ſelf. The Leaves are the Merits, the Grace, and the Preſence itſelf of Js8us 
CHr1sT, but hidden in the Word and Sacraments for the Healing of Sin- 
ners. The Tree, and the Fruit in the Midſt of the Street of the Holy City, 
is JIxsus CHRIST prefent, without any Veil, in Heaven, to conſtitute. the 
Happineſs and the Joy of the Saints: Let us apply to ourſelves the Remedy 
of theſe precious Leaves by Faith. Let us expect the Fruit of them with a 


ſtedfaſt Hope and ardent Deſires. 
Bleſt I sus, Source of Grace divine, No Traveller thro' Deſert Lands, 


WhatSoul-refreſhingStreams are thine? Midſt ſcorchingSunsand burningSands 


O bring theſe healing Waters nigh, More eager longs for cooling N 
Or we — droop, and fall, and die. Or pants the Current to obtain. 


Joly 15. ( 197 )) | 


H that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill; and he that is filthy, 


let him be filthy ftill; and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous ſtill; and he that is holy, let him be holy ſtill, Rey, 
XX11, 11. 


i 


”y 


When a true Believer has attained perfect Age, Jesvs comes and with- 


draws him from the World; and when the Number of the Children of God 
ſhall be accompliſhed, then will he appear the ſecond Time. It is to this 
End that he preſſes them to carry on the Work of their Sanctiſication, that 
they may preſs and importune Him themſelves by Faith and Prayer to aſſiſt 
them in it by His Grace. We muſt never ſet any Bounds to Perfection, nor 
ever believe that we have proceeded far enough. —— If He ſeems to preſs 
the Wicked to fill up their Meaſure, it is only to manifeſt His Patience in 
— ge them, and the Corruption of their Hearts, which abuſes all His 
8. | | | 


Every Deed, andWord, and Thought, Let us in our Father's Sight, 
Shall be into Judgement brought, Walk as Children of the Light; 


Wherefore then ſhould we conceal, Now prevent the general Doom ; 


What the Day will ſoon reveal? Triumph when the Judge is come. 


July 16. ( 198 


7OR without are Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whore-mongers 
and Murderers, and Idolaters, and wholoever loveth 26d 
maketh a Lie, Rev. xxii. 15, | 


" Dreadful Excommunication this, eternal, and without the leaſt 
Hope of Reconciliation! Doth any one, when he commits a Sin; 


conſider that there needs no more to cauſe him to be caſt out as 2 


Dog from the Preſence of God in Heaven, and that to all Eter- 
nity. --- Lying is counted as nothing in the World; the greateſt 
Impurity paſſes under the Name of Gallantry ; and other Sins are 
ſwallowed down as eaſily as Water. How differently will the Sin- 
ner judge of theſe Things, but too late, when this laſt Anathema 
Mall open his Eyes + - Im DIG 


What Wiſdom can in Sinners dwell, Howe'er the World theirPrudence prize 
Who eare for neither Heaven nor Hell, Unto their own Damnation wiſe, + 
Refuſe their Saviour to embrace, Their Folly they too late ſhall know, 


And ſcoff the Word of Truth and race? When mock d by all the Fiends. below. 


Ju 
B 


75 
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Joly 17. (199) WE 


BEbold, T Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, Chriſſ 
- ſhall profit you nothing, Gal. v. 2. 0 


God requires the whole Heart. We cannot, without Sacrilege, 
divide our 'T ruſt and Love betwixt the Creature and the Creator, 
Mofes and Chriſt, the Law and the Faith. --- To have Chriſt no 
more'! who can bear up under this Threatening ? And yet who. 
is there that does not every Day expoſe himſelf to the Danger of 
making Chrift to become of no Effect to him, by entertaining 
ſuch Affections as are more criminal than thoſe of theſe Galatians, 


By thy Spirit's Inſpiration, God of Grace vouchſafe to me 
Bid my evi! Thoughts depart, , Thar Spirit of Holineſs: 


All the Filth of Pride and Paſſion, Sighs my Heart for Purity, 


rize 


W, 


Purge out of my ſinful Heart. And pants for perfect Peace: 
Then ſhall I with Joy embrace Thee, Spirit of Faith, the Blood apply, 
Meet to ſee thy Face above, Which only can my Filth remeve, 
Then I worthily ſhall praiſe Thee, Fill my Soul, and ſanQtify 


lou. Then I perfectiy ſhall love. By Jesv's heavenly Love. 


July ss. (2%) l 


PET us not be weary in well doing; for in due Seaſon we ſhall B 
reap, if we faint not, Gal. vi. 9. 15 *: ie bnflanc 


Time is the proper Seaſon of ſowing, Eternity of reaping. Can 1 7 
that Labour which is attended with an eternal Recompence poſlibly'Y Mat 
fem too long, and make us faint and weary ! A Huſbandman ſeeks F but 
only the proper Time and Opportunity to ſow, hides” and buries gry 
his Seed with Care, expects not the Fruit of his Labour and of hisF'ke | 
Seed untill the Time of Harveſt, and perſiſts in Toil and Hope to tb 
the End. Such ought the Life of every rich Man to be, with 
reſpect to all his worldly Riches; ſuch the Life of every Chriſtian 777 
with reſpect to all Sorts of good Works. " . LS 


mine 
Rejoicing in Hope, I fear no Denial, 
And patient in Grief, No Danger fear, 
To Thee I look up Nor ſtart from the Trial, 


For certain Relief, While Jasus is near. 


July 19. (201) Re. 


1 B UT God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” by whom the World is crucified unto me, 


nnd I unto the World, Gal. vi. 14. 


To ſabmit to Humiliation, and the Croſi, where it offers itſelf, is à great 


Matter; to deſire it, when at a Diſtance, is a Generoſity truly. Chriltzan ; 


but to g/ory in it, in that alone, and to count it the greateſt Mjsfortune. to 
elory'in any Thing elſe, this is to be a St. Paul. — The Lord make us all 


like him. — This is really to make the Croſi of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt triumph 
Yin the Heart. — To enable a Man to conſent to be abhorred by the World 


3.2 wicked Wretch, and to look upon the World, its Maxims, and what{o- 


erer it loves, with the ſame Deteſtation, Lord, what a prodigious Change is 
Wit neceſſary fo 


r Thee to work in his Heart! Lord, work it effectualiy in 
mine for thy Mercy's Sake. | | rr 
| All hail the Savrovs's hallowed Crofs, 
By which I daily die within, 
All Things for Thee I count but Loſs, . 
Enter my Soul, and work out Sin, 

Here let thy mortal Virtue move, 

And crucify my Creature · Love. 


July 20. (202) 1s ol 
Bletchren; ye have been called unto Liberty; only uſe not Li; I 
berty for an Occaſion to the Fleſh, but by Love ſerve one 1 
another, Gal, v. 13, _ VPP 
" Strange Corruption, which puts Man under either the Neceffty f ff 
of 2 ſhameful Servitude, or. the Danger of à carnal Liberty.---= N /» 
How flippery is the Path] and how ealy is it to paſs from the Na 
berty of Love to the Licentiouſneſs of Hatred and IIl-will l r- ALhe 
Chriſtian Liberty does not conſiſt in living in a State of Indepenn com 
dency, or in doing our own Will, but in renouncing it by ſubjecta and 
ing it to the Will of God, and of thoſe to whom God has put us! lavi 
in Subjection, and in ſerving all our Brethren by Love. O: Nite x 
eternal Love, enlighten my Underſtanding, refreſſi and repleniſh Nora 
my Memory, touch my Heart, and ſanctify my Senſes, to deliver 
them from their Servitude, and to make them enjoy the perfect, 
Liberty of thy Spirit. 35 WORZ age DT ES uss 
Jesus, plant” thy Spirit in me: Gentle then to all, and kind 


vil, 


Sh. 


Then the Fruit ſhall ſnew the Tree, To the wicked and the blind, f | 
Every Grace its Author prove, Pull of Tenderneſs and Care 10 | Or 
Riſing from the Root of Love! © I ſhall every Burthen bear. b 4 


0G 


July: 21. ( 203 ) os ol 
II V. e are led dy; the Spirit, ye ate not under the Ear, 64 
V. 18. = 10! 3 


There are four Stazes thro' which Maokind.paſs, and chro which everyChild 
go evenly Iy page, which are deſcribed by St, Paul. 1*. Without Law, 
nder the Law, za. Under Grace, (Rom: v. 1g,) 4%. In 
the 5255 * Glory of Heaven. In the firſt of theſe States he is overcome 
by Sin; without knowing and without reſiſting it. In the Second he is over- 
come]! both knowing and reliſting i it. In the Third, he fights againſt it, 
and comes off victorious. In the laſt, he triumphs over it without bghcing, 
having nothing any longer to withſtand him. — In the Peace of Heaven, we- 
ii unchangeably fixed and eſtabliſhed. in Good. Under the Dominion of 
Ergee, where we are lid by the Spirit, we really do Good. Under the Curſe: 
of che Laa no Good is ever done; becauſe a Man fins either by doing . 


r by not doing Good. Wichout the Lau, a em neither Good nor 
vil, as he ought to know it. ety be” thr 


Shall we go on in Sin, 950 Forbid it, mighty 18 
Becauſe thy 22 e Nor let it e ex be ſaid, - 


0 or crucify the Loapiagain,.. That we, whoſe Sint — I 


a 


And open all hir Wound. Should raiſe them from the Dead. 
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... Jeſus Chriſt crucitied, as it were, preſent, before their 7575 and] She 
with, Per- Te 


den eee ras 2106 n 83 16.1 thy r 
ee O Almighty. Lord, we own Us, who tremble at the Rod, 


"1%: Thine avful/Rightcoolnefs, And mecklyito'the Judgemretif bon, © 
Make in,us;tby;Goedneſsknown, O rememberawfqrGood;. © Jg or 
Who all our Sins confels, Who ſue for Mercy now. The 


do 


July 23. ( 205 ) 
G RACE be to you, and Peace from God the F ther, and 
from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. i. 3. 


In vain would God confer Miſſion and Authority on the Paſtors, 
if he did not likewiſe confer Grace, Love, and Peace, upon the 
Sheep. --- There are two Fountains of Grace for Chriſtians, which 
are ſubordinate one to the other; God by Goodneſs as Father, and 
Feſus Chrift by Merit as Saviour, God does not give them thele 
Graces, but only in the Quality of Father, not giving them, but 
only to, and in his Son, in bis Name, and through his Merits. 
It is by theſe Merits that Chri/t is our Feſus or Saviour, our So- 
vereign, and the abſolute Diſpoſer of his Grates. O Father, fave 
thy C Jhildren ; O Feſus, ſanctify tby Members; 9 Lord, defend 
thy ranſomed and redeemed Slaves. 


Let God the Father live Ye Saints employ your Breath 
For ever on our Tongues, In Honour to the Son, Death, 
Sinners from his firſt Love derive Who brought your Souls from Hell and 


The Ground of all their Songs. 6... off ring up bis own, 


As he ſpake by the Mouth of his holy Prophets, which have 
N been ſince the World began ;---that we ſhould be ſaved from 
our Enemies, and from the Hand of all that bate us, Lute i, 


70, 71. 


The Devil, Death, and Sin, are the Enemies which Chriſt 
came to conquer. Sin is the moſt dangerous of all, and proper! 
the only Enemy we have to fear. The Devil is without us, Deat 
is only in our Fleſh, Sin is in our Will; and to deſtroy this laſ 
there, an Almighty Saviour is neceſſary. Lord, be Thou the 
Saviour and Deliverer of my Will, and exert upon it the Omni- 


potence of thy ſaving Hand. 


Come. O come, all-gratious God, Bare thine Arm, and giye the Blow, 
'No longer now delay, Root out and kill the helliſh Seed, 


With thy Spirit's two-edg'd Sword, O avenge us of qur Foe, | 
The crooked Serpent flay ; And bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 


1 
, 


L 


July 25. (297) St. James Ab. 
N OW about that Time Herod the King ſtretched forth his 
1% Hands to vex certain of the Church, ---- And he Killed 
James the Brother of John with the Sword, Adds xii, 1,2. 


It is a very great Misfortune for a Man to employ that Power againſt 
God, which he has received from Him. — Human Greatneſs and Power do 
not much difpoſe Men to embrace a Religion founded upon the voluntary 
Infirmity and Humility of a Gop. — St. James was the firſt Martyr among 
the Apoſtles. — Men accuſtom themſelves to the greateſt Crimes when once 
they are embarked in Wickedneſs: An ambitious Perſon ſpares nothing; be 
hrs even a Sport and Diverſion of the Death of the beſt Perſons : That 
St. James is the Price of the People's Flattery towards this impious King, 
and the Fruit of his baſe Complaiſance and Indulgence towards his .People.— 


Ire Lord give us Grace ſufficient for every Trial, that we may hold faſt 


four Confidence firm unto the End. 
Omnipotent King, We'give Thee thy Glory, 
Who reigneſt on high, Tho' Satan oppoſe, 
Thy Mercy we ſing, And gladly adore Thee 


Thy Haters defy,, In Sight of thy Foes. 


July 26. (208) n= ya 
ND. he faid unto them, It is not for you to know the Times or 
A the Seaſons which the Father hath put in his own Power, Acts i.. 
It is not for Man to know the Times or the Seaſons of God, 
but to prepare himſelf for them by his Grace, and patiently to 


wait for them. His Duty is to be always ready, for every Thing 
which may happen, without loſing his Time in curious Enquiries 


into the Deſigns of God, to leave God to act according to His 

ood Pleafure, and to refign himſelf up to his Almighty Power, 
Sorfortitng carefully whatever he knows to be His Will. The 
more fincere and exact Men are in performing this, the more doth 


God diſcover himſelf to them. 


When ſhall the Imperial Standard ſpread 
Its Crimſon thro' the Skies ? | 
To meet their great triumphant Head 
When ſhall the Members riſe ? 
Gazing thy Church, and liſt'ning ſtands, 
We long to ſee Thee crown'd. 
ds, 


o 


Now, Lord, ſend forth thine Angel 
And bid the Trumpet ſound, 


write, Jeſus of Nazareth the Son of Joſeph, John i. 45. 


July 27. -. SR * 
PH ILIP findeth Nathaniel, and ſaith unto him, We. have 
found him of whom Moſes in the Law and the Prophets did 


* 


Philip's Knowledge in the Law and the Prophets is a Proof o 
his earneſt Application to the Buſineſs of his Salvation, and to the 
diſcovering the Meſſias; and this Application, which was no o- 
ther than à Gift of God, was perhaps the very Thing which drew 
down upon him that of his Vocation. -- The Joy of theſe two 


Diſciples at having found the true Meſſiah in the Perſon of Feſus, 
ſhews plainly that they deſired him, ſought after him, and had their 


Hearts intirely taken up with Him. Let us imitate them, if we 
really defire to find Jeſus Chriſt, to preſerve Him in our Hearts, 
and to receive new Grace. 


Now I have found the Ground wherein 
Sure my Soul's Anchor may remain; 
The Wounds of JIEsus, for my Sin 
Before the World's Foundation ſlain ; - 
Whoſe Mercy ſhall unſhaken ſta ,, 
(o) When Heaven and Earth are fled away. 


. 


July 28. a ( 210 . 3 


B UT ifter thy Hardneſs and impenitent Heart, treaſureſt up 
D unto thyſelf Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, and Revelation 
of the righteous Judgement of God, Rom. ii. 5. OA ALT 


_ There is nothing ſo certain, ſevere, and inevitable, as the 
2 of God; and yet Men live, as if it were a Thing of little 

onſequence, and as if they could eſcape it. He who Thitts his 
Ears againſt the Voice of Mercy, during his Life, will be expoted, 
at the Pime of his Death, to the Reſentments both of deſpiſed 
Mercy and of incenſed Juſtice, --- Suffer me not, O Lord, ever 
to change the Riches of thy Goodneſs into a Treaſure of Wrath; 
but do thou rather change this hard and rebellious Heart of mine 
into an humble, penitent, and believing Heart, , 


Stony Heart, which nought can move, All alike it ſeems to Thee, 

Thou canſt neither fear nor love, Perfect Bliſs or Miſery, 

Threats and Promiſes are vain, Joys or Woes unſpeakable, - _ 

| Give thee neither Joy nor Pain: Life or Death, and Heaven or Hell. 


July 29. (211 ) — = 
HOPE maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the Love of God is ſhed 

Abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given un- 
to us, Rom. v. 5. 90 >. e v e 


It is then certainly true, O my God, that thou didſt ſo. love us 
Men, that thou haſt given us thy Holy Spirit; and that this Spirit 
is the Source of our Love for Thee; and this Love, the Foun- 
dation of our Hope, ceaſe not, Lord, we beſeech Thee, to im- 
part to us this Gift, ſince the firſt Moment we are deprived of it 
muſt prove fatal to us. --- The Love of the World makes us ex- 

ect every Thing from the World ; and who is there whom this 

ope hath not deceived? The Love of God cauſes us to hope for 
every Thing from God, upon the Truth of his Word ; and who 
can ay, that this Hope, when truly ſuch, was ever vain and de- 
TE DH PLES I een eng 


Deſcend immortal Dove, Jesus, my Lord, reveal, 

Spread thy kind Wings abroad, In Charms. of Grace divine, 
And, wrapt in Flames of holy Love, And be thyſelf the ſacred Seal, 
Bear alß my Saul to Gb. Phat makes me erer thin. 


A 


July 30. (213) 


yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us, Rom. v. 8. 


The Exceſs of God's Love proceeds fo fat as to deliver up his 
Son to Death for Sinners. The Exceſs of their Ingratitude pro- 
ceeds ſo far as to deſpiſe ſuch tranſcendent Love. --- Is it then 


poſſible, that Chriſt ſhould demand of us nothing but our Love, 
in return for ſuch ſtupendous Love; and that there ſhould be 
found any Heart ſo hard and unjuſt as to refuſe him even that? 
Take this Heart thyſelf, O Jeſus, and ſhed abroad thy Love there- 


in, 1 12 thou haſt the abſolute Command and Dominion over it. 


Jesvs, my Strength and Hope, 
My Righteouſneſs, and Pow'r, 

My Soul is lifted up 
Thy Mercy to implore, 


Thy bloody Croſs ſubdu'd, 
I feel my Miſery 


And ever rae + for God, wy join, 


MV Hart: FA — onrts Thee, My Prayers, and Griefs, and Groans I 
My Hands I faſten to the Tree. 


And mingle all my Pangs with thine. 


G 0 D n bis Love towards us, in that while we were 
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O as it was by one that ſinned, fo is the Gift: For the 
Judgement was by one to Condemnation ; but' the free Gift 

is of many Offences unto Juſtification, Rom. v. 16. 
How great ſoever the Weight and Burthen of our Sin is, let us 
truſt in Jeſus Chriſt, His Grace is more powerful and efficacious - 
to ſave, than Sin is deſtroy. --- Man is, of himſelf, able to do 
nothing but to render the Gifts of God ineffectual: God alone can 
repair the Loſſes of Man. Sin cauſed the Deſtruction of the 


ws 


original Righteouſneſs of Adam; but the Grace of Chriſt deſtroys. 


that Sin, and an infinite Number of others, re- eſtabliſhes Righ- 
teouſneſs in a victorious and triumphant Manner, gives it us more 


abundantly, cauſes us to perſevere therein, and renders it glorious 
and immortal in Heaven. | 


Deep in the Duſt before thy Throne, Adam the Sinner, at his Fall, 
Our Guilt and our Diſgrace we own, Death, like a Conqueror, ſeiz d us all, 
Great God we own th' unhappyName A thouſand new- born Babes are dead, 
1 ſprung our Nature and our By fatal Union to their Heat. 
run ener 2 eo $$: $L aa 
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Auguſt 1. | 60214) 


HAT as Sin hath reigned unto Death, even ſo might Grace 


>; reign through Righteouſneſs unto cternal 145 * Jelus Chit 
our Lord, Rom. v. 21. 


Gop, jealous of his own Glory, ſuffers Sin to RE that his Grace may 
triumph i in deftroying it by Jesus CuxIsr ; and it ſeems as if the Will of 
Man would diſpute with Na the Victory over it, and attribute to itſelf the 
Honour thereof. — The Reign or Dominion of earthly Corruptions dimi- 
niſhes, in Proportion as that of Faith and Love grows ſtronger : The latter 
begins here below, but is perfect only in Heaven. Nothing ſo much op- 

les this Dominion as our Preſumption and Confidence in our own Strength 
and Merits. May the Grace of Chrift always reign and triumph, and may 
human Preſumption- be ſtill hambled and confounded. — What Heart can 


here reſtrain its Joy and Gratitude ? Who can refuſe his Love to his bleſſad 
Saviour, who defires to reign in our Hearts to no other End, but * to 


render us holy i in this Life, and happy in the other. 


Father of Peace, and God of Love, We triumph in chat Shepherd's Name, 
We own thy Power to fave, Still watchful for our Good, 

ThatPower by which ourShepberdroſe Who brought theeterna}Cov'nant down 
Victorious o'er the Grave, And ſeal'd it with his Blood. 


bl 


Sn 


Auguſt 2. (215) „ 


17 HAT ſhall we ſay then? Shall we continue in Sin, that 
Grace may abound? Rom. vi. 1. 2 8 


The Tongue does not perhaps ſay this; but the Preſumption 


and the Life of Sinners ſay it too plainly. ---- The Doctrine of 
Grace humbles the Children of Grace; but it nouriſhes the Pride 
and/Slothfulneſs of the Children of Adam, by their Abuſe thereof, 
and the falſe Conſequences they draw from it. It requires us to 
alk. and to receive it with a plain and fimple Faith. The Pre- 
ſumption of human Reaſon, which would fain become its Judge, 
and the Love of Sin, are ſo far from attracting it in greater A- 
bundance, that they cauſe it to remove at a greater Diſtance, 


= 


Shall we go on Sin, Forbid it, mighty Gov, 
Becauſe thy Grace abounds, Nor let it e er be ſaid. i 
Or crucify the Loa again, That we, whoſe'Sins are cruelfy'd, 


And open all his Wounds, Should raiſe them from the Dead. 


Auguſt 3. ( 216) At 


A Certain Samaritane, as he journeyed, came where he (the A 
wounded Man) was, and when he ſaw him, he had Com- him 
paſſion on him, Luke x. 33. 


Jeſus Chriſt, the true Samaritane, a Stranger to us before the Sins, 
Incarnation, ſeparate from Sinners, and journeying, as it were, 
among us by becoming Man, vouchſafed to look upon fintul u . 
Man, groveling on the Earth, and wounded in every Part. OI Avio 
Saviour and Guardian of my Soul, ceaſe not to caſt thy Eyes up-; uo ſav 
on it, to obſerve its Wounds, and to have Compaſſion on us it 


Miſeries, 1 0. riceab 
925 542 +4247 eee 

O thou good Samaritan, | Hearken to my dying Cry, Of { 
In Thee is all my Hope, My Wounds compaſſionately ſee, YO my 
Only thou canſt ſuccour Man, Me a Sinner paſs not by, On 


And raiſe the fallen up, | Who gaſp for Help to Thee. 


ee, 


Auguſt 4. ( 217 ) > Rad 


LESS ©. 


ND he went to him, and bound up his Wounds, pouring in 
Oil and Wine, and ſet him on his own Beaft, and brought 
him to an Inn, and took Care of him, Luke x. 34. OW 
| . 1 iin 

The Son of Goo unites to, and takes upon himſelf the Sinner and his 
Sins, in order to cure them; pours into his wounded Heart his healing, 
ſtrong and delicious Grace, binds up his Wounds with the Bands of his Love, 
brings him into the Church, and unites him to experimental Chriſtians. — 
No Merit or Deſert of ours, drew down upon us the Aſſiſtance of our bleſſed 
Saviour, to whom we were Strangers, and even Enemies, when he undertook 
to ſave us. Teach us, Lord, to do good indifferently to every Body, and to 
do it gently and efficaciouſly, without ſparing any Thing which may be ſer · 
riceable either to the Body or the Soul. LIES 


durely now the Bitterneſs Thou haſt brought me to thine Inn, 
Of ſecond Death-is paſt, - And I am of thy Promiſe ſure, 
Omy Life l my Righteouſneſs Thou ſhalt cleanſe me from all Sin, 


Op Thee my Soul is caſt : | And all my Sickneſs cure, 


Auguſt 5. ( 218 ) 11 
AND on the Morrow when he departed, he took out Two- 
24 pence, and gave them to the Hoſt, and 1aid unto him, Take 
Care of him; and whatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, when I come 
again, I will repay Thee, Luke x. 35. 


Happy is that Man whom God brings off from the Highway of 
Wickedneſs, where he was wounded with Sin, and places in thz 
Inn, namely in the Congregations: of the Faithful on Earth, 
where we remain as Travellers and Strangers till we are perfectly 
eured,/--- It is in this Houſe of Chriſtian Unity that God has left 
Truth and Love, to be employ'd' by his Miniſters towards the 
Salvation of Souls until his Return. It is till the Time of his 
Coming again, that is, till the laſt Judgement, that this Reward 
to the Faithful is reſerved. * 


Perfect Thou the Work begun, Still preſerve me fafe from Harms, 
And make the Sinner whole, And kindly for thy Patient Care, 


All thy Will on me done, Take me, Jz5vs, to thine Arms, 
My Body, Spirit, Soul ; And keep me ever there. 


5 W 7 


Aug uſt 6. ( 219 


WHICH now. pf theſe Kg thinkeſt thou, was Ne 
bour unto him that fell among Thieves? And he ſaid, 9 
that ſhewed Mercy on him, Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, Go, and 
do thou likewiſe, . 3. 2s 37: 


Our Neighbour is he who ſtands in Need of our Aſſiſtance, let 
him be what he will. Blood, Intereſt, Friendſhip, Inclination, 
or vain Generofity, are but private and ſelfiſh Motives : The 
common Ties of Nature, and thoſe of Grace, are the Things 
which ought to give us a common Satisfaction or Concern for the 
Happineſs or Miſery of other Men. --- Mercy is a natural Debt, 
not a Service which is arbitrary and left to our own Diſcretion, 
The being miſerable is ſufficient to give a Man a * to the 
Help of his Neighbour. | 

I want the weeping Prophet s Heart, 
O might my Lord to me impart 
That bleeding Sympathy 
On me, thou Man of Griefs, beſtow ; 
The Spring of Tears, the Depth of Woe, - 
The Love that was in Thee, irie 


— 
« \ 


Auguſt 7. 1 | ( 220 ) | 2 A 
N OW it came to paſs, that as they went, he entered into a cer 1 

. tain Village; anda certain Woman, named Martha, received 
him into her Houſe. - And ſhe had a Siſter called Mary, which W vo 
alſo ſat at Feſus Feet, and heard his Word, Luke x. 38, 39. 


Martha is an Emblem of an active Life, buſied about Things 
relating to our Neighbour through the Tenderneſs of Love; and I mul 
Mary her Sifter is that of a contemplative Life, which is intent I lin 
only on God, through the Love of Truth. Theſe two Kinds of 
Life ought to be united, like two Sifters, in a Chriſtian, --- Its WF 
the Lot and Portion of a Son or Daughter of the living God t tho 
hear Feſus Chriſt, in reading his Word, with Silence, Humility, I Feli 
Peace of Mind, Aſſiduity, Diſengagement from all Buſineſs, and I be 
with an holy Eagerneſs of Deſire. Happy Portion this, for Per- End, 


ſons to paſs their Life at Feſus Feet, God grant this may be the I Loy, 
Employment of my Life. 3 | | | Who 
O that I thro? Faith might fit Who before his Footſtool bow, : MW Vt 

With his beloved Ones Are ure his quick' ning Voice to hear, I Who 
Happier at my Saviour's Feet, Jesvs, ſpeak, I liſten now, Kin 


Than Monarchs on their Thrones; And all my Soul is Ear. 


Auguſt 8. ( 221 ) 5 
In forewarn you whom you ſhall fear: Fear him, which after. 


he hath killed, hath Power to caſt into Hell; yea, I ſay unto 
Jou, Fear him, Luke xii. 5 | | 


What Darkneſs muſt have overſpread the Mind of Man, what Corruption 
muſt there be in his Heart, fince it was requiſite that Gop ſhould take upon 
him our Fleſh,” to teach us that he alone ought 70 be feared! — It is our 
Fondneſs for the preſent Life, and the Conveniencies thereof, which makes 
us fear Men, and is the Cauſe that we cannot prevail with ourſelves to fear 
none but Gop. He alone is able to diſengage the Heart from theſe Things, 
who is Lord of it at preſent, and who ſhall hereafter be its Life and eternal 
felicity, — Teach us, Los, this neceſſary Leſſon. — Grant, that I may 
love nothing which it is in the Power of Men to give or take away ; to the 
* that Thou may 'ſt be the ſole Object of my Fear, as well as of my 

ve. 

Who would not dread the Frown of him Our God is a conſuming Fire, 
Whoſe Anger burns unquenchable, And faſt'ning on the ſinful Soul, 

Whoſe Breath, like a ſulphureous ſtream, Deſtroys what never can expire, 
and blows the Flames of Hell! Long as eternal Ages roll. 


Avguſt 9. ("208 } 


THE Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you in the ſame Hour what ye 
_ ought to ſay, Luke xii. 12. | 


The Knowledge of our own Inability would ſerve only to make 
us deſpair, if Chriſt had not promiſed that his Spirit ſhould ſup- 
py all our Defects, and do All in us. The Spirit is that perfect 

aſter, who inlightens the Underftanding, inflames the Heart, 
and forms the very Words in our Mouth. O Holy Spirit, Thou 
art my only Hope, be not wanting to me in my Need, and at the 


Hour of Temptation. Inſtruct me, in the Manner peculiar to the 


thyſelf, by cauſing me to know, love, and perform my Duty. 


Teach me, O my Guide, my Friend, Lead me into every Deed, - | 


_ . Heavenly Counſellor divine, Which for me Thou haſt prepar'd, 
To thy ſecret Purpoſe bend Me, with all thy Children, lead . 
This obedient Heart of mine, To my infinite Reward, 


Make thine utmoſt Pleaſure known, To my Friends that wait above, 
All thy Wyl on me be done, To my Throne of glorious Love. 
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Auguſt 10. =_ 


Fe R where your Treaſure is, there will your Heart be alſo, 
& Luke xii. 34. 8 1 

Happy is that Perſon who has nothing on Earth which detains 
and fixes his Heart there. Every one lays up his Treaſure on 
Earth, if he takes not great Care; and this earthly Treaſure is 
whatever he loves more than God, and in which he ſeeks his own 
Satisfaction. One Perſon, his Gold, Silver, Furniture, his Eſ- 


tate, Grandeur, Glory, his Buſineſs, Diverſions, Pleaſures, &c. 


Another his Learning, Books, Reputation, Eaſe, his Friends, 
their Eſteem, Applauſe, and Company, the Sweetneſs of their 
Converſation, c. And it is Thou alone, O my God, whom we 
ought to ſeek in all theſe Things, who ſhouldſt be to us all 
Things, and the only Treaſure of our Hearts. 


For this only Thing I pray, Perfect me in Holineſs, 
And this will T require, Thine Image to my Soul reſtore, 
Take the Power of Sin away, Love me freely, ſeal my Peace, 


Fill me with chaſte Defire, And bid me fin no more.” 


Auguſt 17, | ( 224 ) 


; your Loins be girded * your Lights | burning, 
Luke xii, 35. 2 


Chriſt here propoſes to us ſeveral Means of ſecuring our Salva- 
tion. 1. According to the Cuſtom of Servants, Soldiers, and 
Travellers, who uſed to gird up their upper Garment, a Chriftian 
ought always to be ready to do the Will of God, as a vigilant and 
faithful Servant, to fight as a Soldier of Chriſt, againſt Sin and the 
Enemies of his Salvation; and to remove to another Country, 2 
a Stranger and Pilgrim upon Earth. 2. He muſt have in his Hand 
the Hp of Faith, always lighted by reading and meditating upon 
God's Word, always burning with the Love. of. God and of his 
Neighbour, "and always filled with the Cil of Grace. 


Behold, we every Grace put on, And having all our Foes o' ercome, 
Dauntleſs the Alien Armies meet, Compleat in perfect Holineſs, 
We tread the Powers of Darkneſs down We ſtand, till thou receive us Home 


Ana Oe wrath beneath our Ig To ftand bags, thy glorious | Face, 


- Auguſt 12. / \ "Fans ) n 
| BLeſſed are thoſe Servants, whom the Lord when he cometh, 


forth and ſerve them, Luke xii. 37. 


Chriſtian Watchfulneſs, intent upon his Duty, not fuffering his 


the other /it down at God's Table, and there live in and upon God 
himſelf to all Eternity. 


— 


ſhall find watching: Verily I fay unto you, that he ſhall 
gird himſelf, and make them to fit down to Meat, and will come 


The Chriſtian, in order to ſecure his Salvation, muſt live in 


Heart to be over-charged with the Cares of this World, with the 
Love of Life, or with carnal Pleaſures, never loſing Sight of the 
laſt Moment, or that of Eternity which follows it, and continual- 
ly obſerving all the Motions of his own Heart. — Happy that 
Perſon, , who living only to, and for God, in this World, ſhall in 


Watch! tis your Lord's Command, He ſhall his Lord with Rapture ſee, 


And while we ſpeak he's near ; Ard be with Honour crown'd. 
Mark the firſt Signals of his Hand, Chriſt ſhall the Banquet ſpread 

And ready all appear. With his own Royal Hand. 
O happy Servant he, And raiſe that fav'rite Servant's Head 


In ſuck a Poſture found, (p) Amidſt th' Angelic Band. 


Anat 13... . - ( 226 ) 


| BU thoſe mine Enemies which would not that I ſhould reign 
over them, bring hither, and ſlay them before me, Luke xix. 27. 


Thoſe who will not go to Jeſus Chriſt, in order to receive 
Life, ſhall one Day be brought before him, to receive the Sentence 
of eternal Death. To be deprived of all the Gifts of God, of all 
Sorts of good Things, and to loſe the Beatific Life, that is, the 
Sight and Love of God, in which it conſiſts: This is a double 
Death, which will never have an End; and will be the eternal 
Portion of all Thoſe, who would not that Chriſt ſhould reign here 
below in their Hearts by Faith, but have refuſed to yield Obedi- 
7 _ to his Will, and to perform the Duties belonging to their 

ate. | | 


He comes, the Royal Conq'ror comes, To prove the Arm, they once defy'd, 


lis Legions fill the Sky,  Omnipotent to ſlay. 
Angelic 4; umpets rend the Tombs, Now let the Rebels ſeek that Face 
And loud proclaim him nigh. From which they cannot flee: 


Bring forth (he cries) thoſe Sons of Pride, And thou, my Soul, adore the Grace, 
That ſcorn'd my gentle Sway, That ſweetly conquer'd Thee. 


ce, 


Auguſt 14. ( 227 ) 


AN D when he was come near, he beheld the City, and wept 
over it, Luke xix. 41. | | 


Such are the Grief, the Compaſſion, and the Tears of Chriſt, 
over a Soul which ruins itſelf by its own Wickedneſs. Tears ve 
different from thoſe of Men, who weep through Weakneſs, Paſ- 
ſion, Intereſt, or Hypocriſy ; - thoſe of Chriſt are holy Tears, 
Tears of Religion and Zeal for the Glory of God. --- Teach us, O 
Jeſus, to weep as Chriſtians, not on the Account of ſuch Things 
as periſh, of which our ſenſual Affection is deprived, nor on the 
Account of ſuch Evils as paſs away with Time ; but through a 
Hatred of Sin, the only real Evil, and for the Loſs of thy Grace 
and Love, the only Things which are truly good. 


. 


Weeps the Saviour o'er his Foe, Arguments his Heart to prove, 
The Vileſt of Mankind Copious from his Eyes they fall, 
Need we Arguments to ſhew Every Tear demonſtrates Love, 
His Mercy unconfin'd ! And Love that died for All, 


Auguſt 15. ( 228 ) 


Q4ying, if thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy 
Pay, the Things which belong unto thy Peace ! but now they 


are hid from thine Eyes, Luke xix. 42. 


It is a Matter of great Importance, to know the Time and Ways of Sal- 
vation, which ſlip away from us whenever we negle& them. — The greateſt 


Misfortune does not conſiſt in a Man's being a Sinner, but in not knowing 
either his Sin or the Remedy thereof; and in rejecting the ſaving Hand of 
Him who would heal him. — The Time of performing this is but à Day: 


and this is the Day of the Sinner: Whoever lets this Opportunity paſs, with- 


out improving it, will ſee what the Days of Vengeance, the great Days of 
the Lord, are. — Herein lies the great Blindneſs of the Sinner, in that he 


prefers the falſe Peace, which he finds in Sin, in his Paſſions, and in the De- 
lights and Pleaſures of the preſent Life, before the true and ſubſtantial Peace 
of Gon. — My Gov! how many are there from whoſe Eyes all theſe Myſ- 
teries of Salvation are hid! — Let us make a good Uſe of the Light of Faith, 
leſt it ſhould be taken away from us ! | 


With due Remorſe our Bowels move, Thy gentle Pity, Lord, diſplay, 


That we have wrong d ſuch matchleſs And ſmile theſe trembling Fears away. 


Love, 


Auguſt 16. (229) 


AND the Lord Rid, Simon, Simon, behold, Satin hath defired | 
| to have you, that he may ſift you as Wheat, Luke xxii. 31. 


Theſe Efforts of Satan againſt St. Peter are a Warning to us, 
and an Emblem of thoſe which he is continually making againſt 
all Chriſtians. --- Let us fear an Enemy who is always defiringg + 
and never weary in ſoliciting for Leave to tempt us: Let us com- 
fort ourſelves however, fince it is hereby manifeſt that he is not 
able to do any Thing againſt us, without the Permiſhon of Gd. 
--- Lord, what ſhould we be, in the Time of Temptation, but 


meer Chaff, which the Wind ſcatters away, did not thy Grace 


[ive us the Firmneſs and Solidity of Wheat. 


Lord, if my endleſs Groans and Sighs But hear my Advocate above, P 
Thy kind Compaſſion cannot move, Hear him who pleads before thy Throne, 
be deaf to all my Prayers and Cries, * Speak, Father, is he not thy Son? * 7 


- Auguſt 17. ( 230 ) 


T HEN ſaid Jeſus, Father forgive them; for they know not 
what they do, Luke xxiii. 34. 


'Theſe are the ſweet and comfortable Words of the bleſſed je 
ou ſpoken by him whilſt they were nailing him to the Croſs, 
* re this new Prieſt, laid upon this new Altar, offers himſelf as 

ictim for the Tenorance of the People. --- If a God muſt die, 
It muſt be out of an exceſſive Love, and in carrying it to its high- 
eſt Perfection, in offering his holy Blood for thoſe that ſhed it, in 
making himſelf the Mediator and Advocate of Sinners, and in in- 
terceeding for Grace and Salvation for his Enemies and Executi- 


oners. --- Settle and eſtabliſh in thy Church, O Lord, this double. 
Foundation of its Faith and Morality, thy Divinity and 8 Love 


to the Enemies of both, till the End of the World. 


When Ixsvs for his Murtherers prays, The Pardon . by Blood divine 
Can Gop reject the dying Prayer! 'Hath ſurely paſs d theSeals of Heay'n, 

Thou muſt forgive our ranſom'd Race; Father, Thou art in IEsus mine, 

Thou doſt our World of Ruffians ſpare. In Him I know 1 am 9 3 


ot 


Auguſt 18, _ 
A Superſcription alſo was. written over him in Letters of Greek, 


and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE 
JEWS, Luke xxiii. 38. 


Pilate, from being the Judge of Chriſt, ſeems to become his 
firſt Apoſtle to the Greeks, Romans, and Hebrews, 5 to 
them his Reign upon and by the Croſs, It is juſt, O Jeſus, that 
every Tongue ſhould confeſs that Thou art a KING, upon the 
Croſs, as well as in thy Glory, till the Time come, when every 
Knee ſhall bow at thy adorable Name. --- Give me that Reverence, 
Obedience, Gratitude, and Love, which I owe Thee in this Qua- 


lity and this State of Suffering. Let my Submiſſion to whatever 
Afflictions may befall me, for thy Sake, or by thy Appointment, 


be to me a Pledge and Aſſurance of my Fidelity towards Thee, O 
my crucified King! | N | 


To Jesus, our atoning Prieſt, "T'was he that cleans'd our fouleſt Sins, 
To Jesus, our ſuperior King. And waſh'd us in his richeſt Blood, 
Be eyerlaſting Power confeſs'd, "Tis he that makes us Prieſts and Kings, 


And every Tongue his Glory ſing. And brings us Rebels near to Gon. 


Auguſt 19. (6232) 


Ap they (the Diſciples going to Emaur) faid one to another, 
Did not our Heart burn within us while he talked with us by 
the Way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures ? Luke xxiv. 32, 


The Word of Jeſus Chriſt is a Fire which inflames him who! 
feeds thereon, whereas the Converſation of the World ſerves only if 
to diſtra& and cool the Heart. Pious Diſcourſes, the Truths of 01 
the Scripture, and the Explication of the Myſteries of our Salva -· ¶ it 
tion, when retained in the Memory, kindle the Love of God in ar 
our Heart, and feed and preſerve it there. We do not always &v 
perceive immediately the good Effects produced in us by the Word nc 
of God, and by Sermons, but we find them afterwards. Let u M 
but love to hear God ſpoken off, and we ſhall ſoon be ſenſibſe ini 
that God himſelf ſpeaks to us, warms us, and changes our Hearts. an 
He came from Heav'n to kindle Fire Now, Lord, the Flame of Love inſpire, 

In earthly Hearts, like mine Which may for ever ſnine. Foi 


How ſhall I thank Thee for the Grace O that my Heart were fill'd with God! Th 
On me and all Mankind beftow'd? MyHeart with Love would then o'erflow 
O that my every Breath were Praiſe ! And all my Life thy Glory ſhow. 


(233) 
him was Life, and the Life was the Light of Men, Folm 


Auguſt 20. 


N 
15 


4. 


The Holy Ghoſt declares to us the Glory of the Word, with re- 
ſpect to living, ſpiritual, and intelligent 1 --- He is nat 
only a living Being which has light ; but he is both Life and Light 
itſelf by his eternal Generation, the Principle of all created Life, 
and the Fountain of all the Light. Happy and bleſſed Life] and 
even Happineſs and Bleſſedneſs itſelf! Without Thee, there is 
nothing but Folly and Falſhood, Darkneſs and Sin, Death and 
Miſery. Open and inlighten my Underſtanding, - penetrate and 
inflame my Heart, ſince my whole Felicity conſiſts in knowing 
and loving Thee. T1 | | | 


* 
. 


Fountam of Life to all that live, The Light was Liſeand Happineſs, 
Thyſelf, th eſſential Life divine, And Wiſdom pure, with Thee beſtoiw'd, 

Thou didſt to our firſt Parents give, In all thy Works they ſaw thy Face, 
And in their ſinleſs Nature ſhine, While all thy Works were fill'd with God 


Auguſt 21. a) Rs 
T HE fame was in the Beginning with God, John i. 2. 


The eternal Word, ſole Offspring of the divine Underſtanding, 
and only Son of the Father, is from all Eternity in the Boſom of 
Him who produced Him by an eternal Generation; neither was the 
Father ever without the Son. O eternal Word! inſeparable from 
the eternal Principle; adorable Son, who never leaveſt thy Fa- 
ther's Boſom, let me be never ſeparated from Thee, and unite me 
in Thee to thy Father. | 123 


The Worp, the uncreated Son, 
When finite Things began to be, 

Exiſting Gop, with God alone, 
Thou waſt from all Eternity ! 


Fer the blue Heav'ns were ftretch'd abroad, 
From everlaſting was the Word ; ß 

With Gop He was; the Worp was Govs 
And mult divinely be ader ud. 


neffably begot by Him, | 
Thou waſt before the Worlds were made 
God independant and fupream; 


* 
T&F & 


There, in thy Father's Boſom laid, ; | 


Auguſt 22. (a3) 


THAT was the true Light, which lighteth every Man that 
cometh into the World, John i. 9. Een. | 


Let us adore the Sox of God as the trus Light, and the ſupream Origfeal, 
and ſubſtantial Reaſon, which /ighteth every Man that cometh into the World, 

ſince the Soul cannot either think, or argue, or diſcern Truth from Falſhood, 
or Good from Evil, of itſelf, but only by that Light which is communicated 
to it from this eternal Reaſon. — How many other Ways, O true Ligbt, 
doſt Thou inlighten Man by being incarnate ! What Darkneſs doſt Thou not 
diſperſe by thy Coming into the World! Vouchſafe to ſhine ſtill more and 
more in my Soul, ſo as to drive out thence all the Remains of falſe Light and 


| real Darkneſs, Grant that I may follow and prefer Thee to every other 


Light, | 

True Light of the World appear, Light of my Soul, I follow Thee, 

Anſwer in us thy Character, In humble Faith on Earth to ſee 
Thou uncreated Sun: A glorious Day of Love, 


Jesus, thy Beams on all Men ſhed, And then, with all the Saints in Light, 


That all may by thy Beams be led To 71 the Beatific Sight, 


| To that eternal Throne, ich makgs their Heav'n above. 


— 


Auguſt 23. „ 
W HIcH were born, not of Blood, nor of the Will of the 
Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of God, Fokn.'i. 13. 


The true Nobility, and that which alone ought to be eſteemed and va- 
lued by a Chriſtian, conſiſts in being a Child of Gop. This Quality com- 
prehends every Thing; but alas! few underſtand it, few preſerve it, few 
live like Children of Gop. A Gentleman of the loweſt Rank values 
himſelf upon his not degenerating from his Birth; and yet a Chriſtian, by 
leading a carnal Life, degenerates from a Birth which is altogether ſpiritual 
and divine, — It is by the Choice of the Vill of God, and by His Love, 
that we are made Partakers of His divine Nature, and appointed 'to enjoy 
His heavenly Inheritance, It is this Vill therefore, and this Love, which 


we muſt take for the Rule of our Life, and not the Will of the Flefo nor the 


Will of Man. 


T uſe the Power by Thee beſtow'd, Not differing from a Servant, now 
T' accept Thee as.the Lord my God, I wait in humble Faith, till Thou 
The Privilege divine | Art in my Heart reveal'd : | 
Aſſur'd Thou wilt on me beſtow, Then ſhall I Abba Father cry, 
That,born of God,my Soul may know An Heir of all in Earth and Sky, 
Whate'er Thou art is mine. An Heir of Glory ſeal'd. 


: 4 A 15 


Augu ſt 24. | | ( 237 St. Bartb. orNathansd. 


Athanas! anſwered: and ſaid unto him, Rabbi, thou art the 
Son of God, thou art the King of 1ſrael, Fokn'i. 49. 


9 

- 
x 
* 


> 


A Beginni ng of Grace, which, perhaps, appears very {mall and inconſider- 
able in the Eyes of Men, is capable of bringing us intirely unto God, When 


he ſheds abroad his Light and Love in our Hearts, — This Faith of Nathan- 


Gel is much to be admired, and yet it is but a ſmall Specimen, as it were, of 
that which the Son of God was to produce in the Hearts of ſo many Jews 


2nd Gentiles. — Let us ſhew towards this divine Maſter, the Humility pro- 


per to Diſciples ; towards this only Son of God, the Reſpect and Reverence 


of true Chriſtians ; and towards this King, the Obedience and Submiſſion of 


whom is no Guile. 
Take my Nature's Strength away, Fain I would be truly Qtill, 

Every: Comfort, every Stay, Wb 54%, n Fain I would be without Will, Amos 
Every Hind'rance of thy Love, Simple, innocent, and free, | 


2 a $4 > ws o 7 * 2. 5 


All my Romer to act or move: Pree from all that is not Thee. 


| faithful, Subjects; That J sus may ſay of every one of us, as he did when he 
lav/ ( Bartholomew) Nathanael coming to him, Bebold, an Iſraelite indeed, in 


— — —-— am. 


3 
y | 
* 4 


renn nie vol 145 AHF 

HE Law was given by Moſcs, but Grace and Truth came by 
Feſus Chriſt, Fon i. 17; aA nd. 
The Law was given to awaken, admoniſh, and to cauſe the Sinner to ſeek 
after Grace; Grace is given to perfect and fulfil the Law by Love; and 
Truth to diſperſe the Darkneſs of Idolatry, the Shadows of Judaiſm, and the 


Hypocriſy of all Unbelievers. — The Servant can do no more than barely 


ublifh' the Law, and declare the Will of his Maſter ; it belopgs to Ist. 


pu | 
| Gale; the true God and Saviour of Souls, to take full Poſſeſſion of them 


by his Grace, to cauſe them to love Him as he pleaſes, and in them to ac- 
compliſh the Truth of bis Promiſes, by changing Hearts of Stone into Heart 
of Fleſh. Lord, do Thou take away the Stone out of my Heart, that Hart 
neſs which I often feel. 6h r 


The fiery Law by Moſes given, He, in our mortal Fleſh reveal d, 

Was thunder d in a Voice from Heaven; The Types ſubſtantially fulfil'd, _ 

In ſhadowy Types and Victims flain, By one ſufficient Sacrifice, 

Which could not purge our finfulStain, For ever ſmoaking thro” the Skies, 

It only pointed at the Lamb, le anſwer d the Demand of God, 

But Grace and Truth by ſeſus came. 9 2 the Wrath WMth all hi 
ood, 2 


* 
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Love 


| bis 


A Auguſt 26. ( 239 ) 


TE E next Day John ſeeth Feſus coming unto him, and faith, 
Behold the Lamb of God, which 22 88 ry the Sin 'of the 
World, on i. 29. 


Behold here, not the Lamb of the legal Pullover: but him who was typi- 
led thereby; — not the Lamb, which being offered every Y.ear, and 1 
Day, could not take away Sin, or juſtify the Sinner, but him who, being 
once. ſacrificed on the Croſs, taketh away all the Sins, not only of the Jews, 

. of all % World. I adore. Thee, © Jzsvs, as the proper and 7 

of Gon: It is in, by, and with Thee alone, that we are accepted, 
and permitted to praiſe and adore him. Grams "5 (hy Ganga (ge, 7 to 
dg all the Days of our Life, 


Did Jeſus for the World atone ? . Charg# "= the univerſal Load; 7 
« Yes, n the World of the Ele&t:” 'Fhe Sins of every Soul and Abe; 8 
Love could not die for ſome alone, By Faith I ſee the Lamb of God, 
And all the wretched Reft reject: The bleeding Sacrifice divine: 

For the whole helpleſs World that lay My Sins, trans rr'd from me to him, 
In deſperate Wirkedneſs, he dy'd, Shall newer be by Juſtice found, 

And all, who will believe it, may, All carried down that purple Stream, 
n be freely 5 juſtify'd. 4 8 any in n that open FOR drown d! 


WV 1927 a 


Auguſt ef. ( 240 ) | Sonn 


ND Fohn bare record, ſaying, I ſaw the Spirit? deſcending 
#2 from Heaven, like a Dove, and it abode upon him, Jon 
WYH 2 Or es 


Cuxisr is the only Perſon worthy to receive the Fulneſs of the Holy 
Spirit; and St. John receives the firſt Knowledge of ſo great a Myſtery, 
The more a Man is filled with the holy Spirit, the better is he able to judge 
in what Fulneſs CnRIsT received it in order to communicate it; —Faith, 
Purity, Sincerity, Meekneſs, Love, Fruitfulneſs in good Works, are the 
bleſſed Graces with which Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt would inſpire us; the 
one the Emblem of a Lamb, the other that of à Dove. Grant, O Jesvs, 
that ! may not be of the Number of thoſe 2p whom thy Spirit only de/cend; 
but does not abide. | %%% tho 543404. acc; 


Come Holy Ghoſt, all- quick'ning Fire, Thy Witneſs with my Spirit bear, 
Come, and my hallow d Heart inſpire, That God, my God, inhabits. there, 
Sprink led with the atoning Blood; Thou, with the Father and the Son, 
Now to my Soul thyſelf reveal, Eternal Lights coeval bemm 
Thy mighty working let me feel, Be Chriſt in me, and I in Him, 
And know that I am born of God. Till perfect we are made in one. 


* 
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Auguſt 28, ( 241 


c ESUS anſwered and {aid unto him, Verily verily I ſay us 
thee, Except a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the King- 
dom of God, Jolin iii. 3. | | | 


The firſt Step towards returning to God is to renounce our 
Birth derived from Adam, and to be born again in Feſus Chriſt, 
We muſt afterwards renounce ourſelves, our Will, our Inclina- 
tions, and the Preſumption we have of our own Strength, that 
we may receive new from Feſus Chriſt. The Knowledge of 
the Corruption of our Nature, and of the Necetlity of our being 
renewed by Chriſt, is the very firſt Thing which we muſt learn in 
the Chriſtian Religion. 


The Truth, and Bleſſedneſs, and Need Marks of this Birth, they all are vain, 
Of this great Change I know : Without the Spirit's Pow'r, 

But can I witneſs it indeed? Then only am I born again, 

Can I the Tokens ſhow * When I love Sin no more. 


9 0 9 1 2 wh Cc 4 
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Auguſt =—_ - « 242 ) gn 
fESUS anſwered and ſaid unto her, If thou kneweſt the 

of God, and who it is that ſaith to thee, Give me to drink; 
Thou wouldeſt have aſked of him, and he would cre gives: thee 
E Water, Fohn iv. 10. 


mn 


Ixsvs Cuxtsr is the Gift of Gov, and the Source of all other Gifts.” * 
80 as this Samaritan Woman is, ſuch is every Sinner, before the firſt Ray 
of divine Ligh ht has ſhone in his Heart. S0 far is ſhe from being able to de- 
ſerve it, defire it, or aſk for it, that ſhe rejects it, and has not the leaſt Suſ- 
icion imaginable, that ſhe has any want of it. — To be admoniſhed-of our 
pnoratice fignifies but very little, if God do not perform- the reſt. To 
7 rg Jesus Crxr15T, and the Neceſſity of his Grace, is the firſt Step to. 
1 wards Converſion.— His Grace is living Water, which quenches our Thirſt 
after worldly Riches and Pleaſures. — Who would not inceſſantly defire and 
long to drink thereof? Cauſe us, O Loxy, to know how to drink of this 
Water, on all Occaſions, that we may eſteem, deſire it, and = for i it. bj 


| J BSUs, the Gift divine T know, | Thy Spirit and thyſelf on ne, : 
The Gift divine I aff of Thee, Thou, Lord of Life, the Fountain art, 
The living Water, now beſtow O could I fad Thee in my Heart. 


Sosse 


Auguſt 30, (243) uus 
0 ' 2 eſus ſaw him lie, and knew that he had. 1 now 
ime in that "Minh he faith unto. him, Wilt, thou 

be — RT ? Fohn v. 6 

The Look which Car1sr caſts upon this Paralytic, i is an Emblem of 9 1 
internal Look of Merey, which he caſts upon a Sinner, while he is grovel- 
ling upon the Earth through the Corruption of his Heart, and depreſſed, un- 
der the Weight of bis Sins. — In vain would the Sinner endeavour to con- 
ceal from him the Wounds and Ulcers of bis Heart: CHRIST knows. them 
better than he himſelf does. When the Body is out of Order, the Will has 
no Need of a Phy ſician to diſpoſe it to deſire Health, becauſe it is not that 
which is indiſpaſed, unleſs it be perhaps in deſiring Health either to eager- 


ly, or to a bad Purpoſe. But in the Dileaſe of the Soul it is the Will itſelf 
which is indiſpoſed, and its greateſt Illneſs is that it loves its Diſeaſe, and 
hates and avoids Health. We cannot therefore be made 2vhote, and cured of 


our Sins, unleſs we be ævilling, but it is Ged who produces in us both the 

Will and the Effect: He cauſes us to deſire that which he deſigns to give. 

An impotent Deſire I feel The Angel God muſt from the Skies 
At Times to be made whole; Come down to cure my Pain; 

Baut wain the Help of Man, van Come, Saviour, now, and bid we riſe, 
My long diſtemper d S“ e And never ſin again. 


Auguft 31. (2 244 ) 12992 
AND Jeſus, faid unto # Iam the Bread of Life, Mal. 


There is but one 235 which deſerves this Name, and that is the Life 
which we have in Js us CarisT, and of which he is himſelf the Principle 
and the. Food to all Eternity. We muſt of Neceſlity be incorporated into 
this Bread, in order to receive Life from it; and it is by Means of a lively 

Faith, that we approach CHRIST, that we enter, as it were, and are chang'd 
nto him, that we may become a Part of this living Bread. — O nad 
Bread! who cameſt to us by Means of the Incarnation: Eternal Truth“ 
which art alone the End of our Deſires, and the only Bread which can ſatisfy 
my Soul, thou fillet me with Hope, by diſcovering. Thyſelf ſo clearly, to 
| Perſons 10 unworthy as theſe here before us were. Lok, have Mercy upon 

I dying Soul, aud ford me with this Bread of eternal Life continually. 


| Thou art the Bread of Life, © Give, Lord, and always give JED 

| That Meat which ſhall remain, Th' immortalizing Food, 

| Be it our only Care and Strife, And ſtrengthen us, by Grace, 10 hre 
Thy bleſſed Self to gain: The glorious Liſe of God. 


Sept. I. (245 ) er Nene 


AN D this is the Father's Will which hath ſent me, that of 11 
which he hath given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but — * 
raiſe it IP again at the laſt Day, John vi. 39. 28 


Let us with Confidence believe that we are of the Number of 
thok whom the Father hath given to the Son, and let this Con- 
fidence,. which is a Part of Chriſtian Hope, cauſe us to = 
God with Courage, and with the Joy of Children, who e 
and wait for an Inheritance in Heaven. We are in the Hands wes 


Chriſt as a Gift, or a Truſt, which God has depoſited” 1 


and have nothing to fear, except from our own Will: But, Lo 

art not Thou the abſolute Maſter thereof? Grant, O Jeſus, that 
I may have no other Will, but only to render rr cantatee 
able to that of thy Father. ' ale 


Let us adore th — Word, - Daily url Fleſh 3 8dr 
Tis he our Souls has — But Cukisr our Life . 
Thou art our 0 50 Str O Lord, His on gien Taub 10 F 
And Thou th'.immoxtal al Bre CT:  - Our Bodies, fr from 


Sept. 2. (ines) © 3090 


JAE ſeek me, and ſhall not find me: and whew 1» am 
thither ye cannot come, uin vii. 34. 


It is abſolutely neceſſary to ſeek God in this Life by a: true 


Converſion, in order to find him at the Time of Death. What 
will he, who finds not Jeſus Chrift, at that Hour find, except his 
300 Condemnation, eſpair, and eternal Miſery! A terrible 
dgement this apon the Wicked, heh God leaves in their In- 

Ta ity. Miete be thy Name, O Jefus, who haft hewed us 
Mercy in giving us Faith; Grant, Lord, that this Faith, which 
thou, haſt planted in my aig continually feek Thee and 
And | Thee; , raiſe my Heart u 0 Thee, unite it to "hy * 
and at laft conduct me where 355 n 


The great Jenova a! who ſhall dare And ſhew their rank oz on ee ight, 
With him to tempt unequal 8 By heavier Chains and darker 
hat Heart of Steel ſhall dare t op 
; Great God! and ſhall this eee 
And league among bis bar den d Foes? Preſume to challenge Wrath _. | 


See, from che Turrets of the Skies, Trembling I ſeek thy Mercy ſeat, 
Tall-Ch##bs ſink, no more to riſe, And lay my Weapons at thy: Bene: 


JN the laſt Day, that great Day of the Feaſt, Jeſus ſtood and 
1 cried, ſaying, If any Man thirſt, let him come unto me, and 


In order to come to Cuxisr, a Man muſt have a Thirſt after Grace and 
eternal Life: But it is He who gives this Thi; it is He himſelf who, 
iraws thoſe after him abo come unto him, This Thirft is inconſiſtent with a 
Thirſt after Honouts, Riches, Pleaſures, and the Amuſements of the World. 
— In vain do we ſeek among the Creatures for ſomethmg' ts ſatisfy our De- 
fires, and to allay our Thir/f. Our Drought contmually increaſes ſo long as 
we do not ſeek 'Jzsvs CHRIST. It is not ſufficient, that we are ſenſible 
bow much we ftand in need of Cnxisr; we muſt go te bim by Faith, We 
muſt drink the wholeſome Waters of his Grace, and we muſt draw them 
ever from our bleſſed Saviour's Fountains, from his Birth, his Life, bis Croſs, 
his facred Wounds, and Death. The larger and deeper the Veſſel of gur 
Faith is, the greater Quantity ſhall we receive and bring away of this Wa- 
ter, which ſanQifies and makes us fruitful. l. 


Attend ye thirſty Souls, draw near, Behold, the living Fountain flows, © - 
And ſatiate all your Wiſhes here: In Streams as various as-your-Woes... 


Sept. 4. ( 248) 5 aq 


o 


F the Son therefore ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed, 


John viii. 36. 


There is now no Freedom in reſpect of that which is good, but 
but only through the Grace of the Son of God, which alone lets 
the Sinner's Will free from the Dominion of Sin. --- In vain do 
Men ſeek by Means of Riches and Reputation, of Authority and 
Preferment, of Study and philoſophical Wiſdom, to free them- 


_ ſelves from any particular Subjection and Slavery of Mind; they 


labour only to make themſelves new Chains, while the Heart 1s 
not freed from the Bondage of Iniquity, and from the Slavery 
of the Paſſions, by the only Deliverer Jeſus Chriſt, --- The Free- 
dom of my Will itſelf, O Jeſus, is the moſt ſervile Thing in me, 
and the moſt inſlaved, ſo long as it is. not ſet at Liberty by Thee. 
The more thou leaveſt it to itſelf, the leſs will it be free. 


Faithful I account Thee, Lord, Perfect Holineſs attain, 
To thy ſanttifying Word, All thine Image here regain, 
J ſhall ſoon be as Thou art, Love my God intirely berec, 


Holy both in Life and Heart; Blameleſs then in Heaven appear. 


80 


* 
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Sept. 5. | ( 249) "19s 


[ Am the Door: * me if any Man enter in, be ſhall be Grad] 
and ſhall go in and out, and ſhall find A John x. 9. 


Wilt Chriſtians never be 8 that Chriſt is their Treafurs;' 
and that it is in and by him, that they are to ſeek all Graces,” 
and all Aſſiſtances, ſpiritual and tem ON. Yes, Lord Jeſus, 
thou art the Door both of Grace and i Glory It is by Thee that” 
we enter into thy Church, to find there Re Paſture of th y Word, | 
and of thy 0 Doctrine. It is by Thee, that when we go 
out of this World we enter into Heaven, there to find that only 


Paſture of eternal Truth, in which Thou wilt feed thy THE, 
tor ever. rn act ot + 4 | 1 


Awake our Souls, and bleſs his 3 Behold, the Portal wide diſplay 'd, 
Whoſe Mercies never fail, The Building's firong and fair, 

Who opens wide a Door of Hope Within are Paſtures freſh and green, 
In Achor's gloomy Vale. And en are de Ae 


. - — 


Sept. 6. 6250) 
M* Sheep hear my Voice, and I know them, and ag follow 
me, um x. 7. 

Here are three Marks whereby we may Know that we are a: 
the Number of the elec Sheep. The firſt is, when the Son of 
God gives us, 2, Love, Reliſh, and Obedience in reſpec | of his 
Word. Phe ſecond, when SanRificatian is carried on in our 
Souls. The third, when we imitate his Life and Actions. He 
who bears theſe three Characters to the End, is what we call 2 
predeftinate Perſon, By theſe we'may Judge "ve with Confidence, 
that we are of the happy Number: But to r ourſelves with 
any fuch Thoughts, without theſe, is no other than Prefamption, 
Lord, open my Heart to the Goſpel, that E may love it; 
to thy faving Hand, that I may ſubmit to be guided by it; and 
to the Example of thy holy Lite, that I may follow it. 


Thy Flock, with what a tender Care, I follow where my Shepherd leads, 
Rleſt Jeſus, doſi thou keep? And mark the Path he drew, 

Fain would my weak my wan "ringSqul My Shepherd's Feet Mountò ion dend 
De number d ned N, And 1 hall read it 1 
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95 5 1 has. eee 
AND 28 if I be lifted up from the Earth, will A all: Me | 
unto me, Jom xii. 32, A 


The Croſs is not only the Tribunal on which Curtsr roles the World, 
aud pronoutices the Sentence of Condemnation upon the Devil ; but it is like- 
wiſe the Throne of his Mercy towards Sinners, the Source of all Bleſſings, 
the Cauſe of our Deliverance, the Inſtrument of our Salvation, and the me- 
ritorious' Original of an Almighty Grace, by which he'draws' ail Mer unte 
tim, Nothing yields greater Comfort unto-CarrsT, under the diſmal Pro- 
ſpect of his Sufferings and Death, than to conſider that the Salvation of 
Sinners is to be the Fruit thereof. Let this be the happy Time; do Thou 
now, O Lord, be pleaſed to draw Sinners to Thee, overcome all the 7 
ance of their Hearts by the Power of thy Death,—O Jesvs, Pk to up upon 
the Croſs for my Sins, to Thee I offer ny Heart, it it up to iyſelf, 10d 
place it out of the Reach of all earthly Things. 


The Promiſe made our fallen Race, But, Lord, I want derber, 
And by the Blood of Fe/as feal'd, The Grace to Saints triumphant giv" * 

The Word of all-attrafting Grace Drawn by the Cords of perfect Love, 
I find ten thoufand Times fulfilFd : And draw me to thyſelf in'Heav'n. 


| Sept. 8. ( 258 ) | 

11 E that hath my OF. 0, and keepeth them, be i it is 
| that loveth me: and he that loveth me, ſhall be loved of 
my Father, and I will love * and will manifeſt myſelt to 
him, John xiv. 1. 

The Love of God towards us, is both the Cauſe and the Re- 
ward of our Fidelity in keeping his Law. Our Love of God is 
the Source of the true Light, and of the ſaving Knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt in this World, and of the beatific Sight in the World 
to come. It is neither Study, nor Wit, nor Learning, which 
renders us acceptable to God; but Faith that performs bis Will. 
A Soul, which walks exactly in the Way which God has pointed 
one to it, has, by Means of 5 ractical and ſanctifying Knowledge, 
85 — Infight into divine Things, than thoſe learned Men of 

e 


rld, Who know every Thing, except how to love God, andi 


to ſlave their own Souls. 


My Soul with proſtrate Rev'rence fall Speak, mighty Lord; thy Servant wait 
Before the Voice divine; The Purport of thy Will; 

And all thine Int reſt and thy Pow'rs My Heart with ſecret Ardour glows 
To its Command reſign, Thy Precepts to fulfil. 
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it wail! 


lows . 


Sept. 9. (/263.) | 
T HESE Things J have 80215 unto you, that in me ye micht 

have Peace. In ths World ye ſhall have Tribulation : but 
be of good Cheer, I have overcome the World, Fohn xvi. 33. 


It is one of the laſt and dying Cares of ChRISr to make us ſenſible of the 
Neceſſity of our having 4ffiitions in this World; and yet the whole Care 
of a great many is to have none at all. — They chuſe rather to have Peace 
with The World, than to haue Peace with and in Jesvs Cur1sT, becauſe they 
love the good Things of this World, and are afraid of temporal Evils. 
We muſt expect the worſt which can happen to us from the Hands of Men, 
and hope for the beſt from the Grace of CHRIST: This is the only Way to 
poſſeſs our Souls in Peace. It is the Peace of Cur1sT which overcomes Sin 
0 us, and the Malice of Men for us, by the ſame Power whereby he over- 
came the Devil and the Vorld. No, my Saviour, I defire no Peace but that 


wich is the Fruit of thy Victory! I am reſolved to have none but what is 
together conſiſtent with thine. 


les, the promis d Tribulation, We on all our Foes ſhall 8 
Saviour, in the World we find, Sharers of thy Victory, 
Find the Pledge of ſure Salvatiop, Followers of the great Example, 
in a Patriot, chearful Mind; Conquerors of the World, thro” Thee. 
R 


Sept, 10. „ 
AND behold, a Man of the Company cried out, ſaying, Maſ- 
ter, I beſeech Thee look upon my Son, for he is mine only 

Child, Luke ix. 38. | 

He who begs one Look of Mercy, begs every Thing. — God has already 
looked upon that Perſon, who knowing the abſolute Neceſlity of this Look, 
defires and implores it. — To beg it with a loud Cry, is to beg it with a 
great Faith and an ardent Prayer. — There are but few among the Crowd 
whoſe Faith cries out after this Manner. That which it ought above all 
Things to believe, is, that CyrisT is Lord of the Heart, and can with one 
ſingle Look change and cure it. Our Souls, our Hearts, 1s, as it were, our 
only Child. He who thinks ſeriouſly of this, muſt conclude that he has no 
other Buſineſs in the World, beſides the Salvation of this only Child, the 
Loſs of which is irreparable. 
Jesus, we own thy ſaving Pow'r, The nobler Powers, reſtor'd by Thee, 


* eee victorious Hand; Aſcend their peaceful Throne. 
ell's Legions tremble at thy Feet, N 8 , 
| | o more they rend the Child, again 
And fly at thy Command. No more their Wounds repeat; 


Our Souls, by Paſſion's Uproar fill'd, But gentle and compos'd they wait 
With Anarchy unknown; a Attentive at thy Feet. 


Sept. 11. (255) 


HIN hath God exalted with his Right Hand, to be a Prince 
44 and a Saviour, for to give Repentance to Iſrael, and Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, Acts v. 31. | 


Lord God, grant I may not be ſatisfied with a Sight and Senſe 
of my Diſeaſe only, and be contented to be left under it; but 
may I alſo ſee the Phyſician and know the Remedy, namely, 
Ty and Repentance, —— Fefus Chrift is not ſuch a Prince as 

oſes, nor ſuch a Saviour as Feſbua: It is over the Heart that He 
reigns; it is by Repentance that he faves ; it is by the Forgiveneſs 

Deſtruction of Sin that he manifeſts his Power. — Repentance 


is a Gift of God, and the firſt Gift: After, that of Faith. It is 


in order to beſtow this Gift upon Men, that Fefus Chrift is both 
a Prince and a Saviour. . 


In thy State of Exaltation, | Let me, firſt, the true Repentance, 


Anſwer, Lord, its End on me, Self condemn'd, from'Thee receive, 


Thou the God of my Salvation, Then reverſe the fearful Sentence, 
Thou my Prince and Ruler be: Bid the pardon'd Rebel live. 


— — — —— — — — . — — 


Sept 12. | ('256 ) 


THEN anſwered Simon, and ſaid, Pray ye to the Lord for 
me, that none of theſe Things which ye have 1poken come 


upon me, Ads viii. 24. 


The falſe Repentance of a profligate and ambitious Perſon, who 
cannot ſucceed in his Deſigns, ſerves only to render him more 
criminal in the Sight of God. He fears the Puniſhment as Simon 
did ; but he hates his Sin no more than he. One who finds 
himſelf diſcovered, puts on a falſe Appearance of Humility, to 
avoid, if poſſible, a real Humiliation. Whoever confeſſes his 
Sin, only becauſe he can conceal it no longer, is a proud Wretch, 
who changes his Countenance but not his Heart. There is no- 
thing more eaſy or common, than for a Man to caſt upon others 
the Care of praying, being unwilling to do any Thing himſelf; 
a certain Sign of a hard and impenitent Heart, which makes 2 
Man ſollicitous to fave Appearances, without ever thinking how 
to fave his Soul, ut = Sax 
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Sept. 13. 6257) 


M 


EN and Brethren, Children of the Stock of Abraham, and 


* whoſoever among you feareth God, to you is the Word of 
this Salvation ſent, As xii. 26. | 


Thoſe for whom Jeſus Chriſt firſt came, in Virtue of the Pro- 
miſes, are the only Perſons who will not receive Him. Let us 
always think that it is for our Admonition and Inſtruction that 
Cod ſpeaks, if we defire to profit by his Word. How many 
Times, O Lord, have I rejected the Words of Salvation, which 
vere directed to me by thy Miniſters, and thy Scriptures. . Cauſe. 
me, by thy Grace, to be more faithful in receiving them for the 
Time to come. FRO ' 


appy the Men who firſt partook What they were call'd,they were indeed, 
The Name and Nature of their Lord, Anointed with ]Jeyovan's Power, 
hey all Iniquity forſook, His Children by his Spirit le, 
And * 1 Spirit and Truth ador d. And born of Godthey ſinn'd no more. 


j 
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| 
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Sept. 14. (258) 


F thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt 
believe in thine Heart, that God hath raiſed him from the 


Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, Rom. x. 9. 


We truly confeſs with our Mouths that Fefus is the Lord, 
when we yield Obedience to him: Without this, a Man confeſſes 


him only to bis own Condemnation. We really believe in our 

Hearts his Death and Reſurrection, when we die with him to 

the World, by renouncing its Maxims, and living to God by 

Love. Works infallibly allow Faith when it is ſincere. All 

the internal Duties of Religion are compriſed under Faith, which 

is the Foundation and Root of them; and all the external, under 
Speech, which is always employed in them. 


Thy Confeſſor, in Deed and Word, And, if my Lord I thus confols, 

Before the Sons of Men, Thou wilt thy Servant own, 
In all the Tempers of my Lord. Preſent before thy Father's Face, 

9 3 thy Cauſe maintain: And place me on thy Throne. 


= Ts OO 


Sept. 15. | ( 259 ) 

F OR with the Heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs, and 
- with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salvation, Rom. x. 
10. 

In vain does Man pleaſe himſelf with the Belief of his Heart, 
if he contradicts it with his Mouth, by his Maxims and his Man- 
ners: Theſe two Means, appointed of God, in order to Salvation, 
include all others. Faith, qualified as it ought to be, honours 
God in the Heart; Confeſſion honours him in the Sight of Men. 

he former deſtroys in the Sinner all Preſumption of his own 

rength and Ability as to Good, by obliging him to put his 
Truſt in God alone: The latter obliges him to deſpiſe the Ef- 
teem and Malice of Men, ſo as to value and to fear none but 
God. Whoever is aſhamed of his Maſter, is not worthy to ſerve 
him, much leſs to reign with him. 


Unto Righteouſneſs T ſtill | oy full Salvation Thee | 
Believe on Thee, my Lord, ich my Mouth I ſtill confefs, 

With thy Heart believe and feel Till the utmoſt Heights I ſee 
Thee faithful to thy Word : Of perfect Holineſs, 


1 
* 
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Sept. 16. (260) 

Lu, walk honeſtly as in the Day; not in Rioting and 
-- Drunkenneſs, not in Chambering and Wantonneſs, not in 

Strife and Envying, Rom. xiii. 13. 


A Workman wakes only to labour, a Soldier to fight, and a Traveller to 


walk, Let us labour then to raiſe the Building ef Love; let us fight againſt 


the Inclinations of worldly Lufts, and let us haſten on towards Heaven 
and Eternity in the Day-light of the Goſpel, and by the Strength and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Grace, — We ought to watch with great Care over theſe three 
Sources of Vice; our Appetite, Impurity, and Pride, from which proceeds 
the Abuſe both of external and internal good Things, of thoſe of the Body 
and of the Soul. Great Gop, vouchſafe to ſecure us from them by thy 
Grace, and give us Strength to reſiſt and overcome them. | N 


My Heart doth oft to Idols cleave, Rather thy froward Child reprove, 


(With Shame, O God, I own) Till with my Sins I part, 
Vet do not Thou the Sinner leave, Withdraw from earthly Things my “Love 


Yet let me not alone: And give Thee all my Heart. 


ve 


No Thieves, nor covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, 


nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of, God. 
And ſuch were ſome of you: but ye are waſhed, but ye are 
ſanctified, but ye are juſtified, in the Name of the —_ Jeſus, 


and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. vi. Io, II. 


How great is the Difference betwixt what we are of ourſelves, and what 
we are through Jes us Cur15T ; betwixt our firſt Birth and our ſecond !. The 
latter va/hes us, by delivering us from our Sins; ſanctiſies us, by conſecrat- 
ing us to Gop, as Members of his Son, and Temples of his Holy Spirit; 
and 7y/ifies us, in reforming our Hearts by the Love of the divine Law, — 
Sin is the proper Stock of the Children of Adam; the Merits of be Lord 
Jeſus, and the ſaving Operation of his Spirit, are our _ Fe er 
God eſtabliſh us in this Hope to our Life's End. 


See, thou wretched Slave, accurſt Plung'd in that infernal Pool, [Pain, 
The End of thy Exceſs, | How wilt thou gnaw thy Tongue in 


Drunkenneſs annex'd to Thirſt, Water want thy Tongue to cool, 


And Hell to Drunkenneſs! And aſł a Drop — in vain! 


—_— . ( 262) 


AND ( D (the Fathers) did all drink the fame ſpiritual Drink: T 
EX (For they drank of that ſpiritual Rock that & llowed them; 
and 21 Rock was Chriſt 2) I Cor. x. 4. fte 


Chrift ſtricken and ſmitten of his Father, and by the Fews and . A 
Gentiles, both during his Life and at his Death, is the Fountain Life 
of the living Water of Grace and of Salvation. — As the Rock vert 
followed the Iſraelites by the Water which flowed from it, ſo ie 
Chriſt follows, atoanipanies, and is in us, by the Joly Spirit 
who proceeds from Him from all Eternit 10 by Him merited 
for us, and ſent to us in Time; and of a Aſiſtance We con- 
tinually ſtand in Need. Let this Rock, O my Gads be alway 
open for us! Let this ** never fail us | £ 


Chriſt is a Rock, and firm he proves! He is a Way: He leads to God: 

The Rock of Ages never moves, The Path is drawn in Lines of Blovd: 
Yet the ſweet ſtreams thatfrom himflow There would I walk withHope 00a 
Attend us all the Deſert thro, Dill I arrive at Sins Hill. 


Sept. 19. (6263) 


„ITunes all my Goods to feed-the Poor, and tho 
I give my Body to be burned, and have not Charity, it pro- 
fiteth me nothing, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. | 


All Things are nothing without the Heart. Our Gad, ayr Liberty, ou: 
Life, and whatever elſe can be taken from us againſt our Will, are no; 
worthy af Gon. Our Heart only is properly our own; and it is that on!, 
which he requires, — Our Salvation is not ſecur'd by the external Acts 
oY but by Charity (the Love of God) itſelf, which ought to be th“ 
Root from whence all thofe Acts proceed. Lovercan fapply all DefeQy of 
Works, but nothing can fupply the Defe&t of that. Without it we can do 
10 good Thing profitable to our own Souls. This Love of Gov ſhed he 
broad in the Heart, alone reRifies, regulates, animate, ſanctiſies, exalts, arid 
perfects every Thing. rA 5 ene „2155 | 


© #* 
3» 


Jz3vs, if Thou:thy-Servant guard, O may I caſt the Welld behind, 
I ſhall obey thy Laws, ' | While is thy Work emplond. 
, And only bear it in my Mind. 


Zeal Nor ſeek from Man my baſe Reward, 
Nor aim at his Applauſe, That I am feen of Gap. 


Sept. 20. els) 


AND now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three; but 
the N of theſe is Charity, 1 Cor. xiii. 13. 


Faith, Hope and Charity are the) only inward Gifts * are 
neceſſary for the Church in general, and for every Chriſtian in 
particular. Faith and Hope are Graces proper to Travellers, 
which guide and conduct us to Heaven, without entering there- 
into : Charity, or Love, alone enters in, to ſee what ſhe has be- 
lieved by Faith, and to, enjoy what ſhe has defired by Hope. —- 
Without Charity all Faith is imperfect, all Hope is vain. — Faith 
is the Foundation of the Chriſtian Life, and of good Works; 
Hope rears the Structure thereof; but Love, or Charity, RUBS 
compleats, and crowns it in a bleſſed Eternity. ould] 


Faith the Foundation ſure remains, Faith, Hope, and Love, thou doſt beſtow, 
The Anchor Hope our Soul ſuſtains, To bleſs and ſave us here below; 
But, rooted in thy Grace, we prove, Faith, Hope, and Love, on Earth are given 
The greateſt of the Three is Love, Love only makes an Heaven of Heav'n. 


Sept, 21. „ St. Matthew, 


AND as Jeſus paſſed forth from thence, he ſaw a Man named 
Matthew, fitting at the Receipt of Cuſtom: And he faith 
unto him, follow me. And he aroſe, and followed him, Matt. 
IX, 9. „ ; 13 10 | 
The whole Happineſs of a Soul frequently depends on its be- 
ng immediately obedient to the Voice of God, and following his 
it Call. What cannot the Word of Chriſt, joined with Grace, 
work on the Heart? — God in calling all Sorts of Perſons to 
faith and Piety, makes it evident, that he is the Maſter of the 
Vork, and of the Workmen. A Profeſion which is very gain- 
ul excites and nouriſhes Covetouſneſs, and the Management of 
e publick Money increaſes the Affection towards earthly Riches; 
but what Bonds doſt thou not break, O my God, when thou de- 
isneſt to ſhew Mercy? , 
w. Jesus, we thus obey, , be Way thou haſt enjoin'd, 
Relying on thy Word, Thou wilt therein appear, 
en Here, in thine on appointed Way, We come, with Confidence, to find 
'n. We come to meet our Lord. Thy ſpecial Preſence here. 


Sept. 22. (266) 


OR as much as ye are manifeſtly declared to be the Epiſtle 
L of Chriſt, miniſtred by us, written not with Ink, but with 
the Spirit of the living God; not in Tables of Stone, but in the 
fleſhly Tables of the Heart, 2 Cor. ili. 3. . 


Phe Heart of Man is the Paper of Gad: his Love is that which he ⁊oritu; 
his Spirit is his Finger; and his Grace his Ink. Let us take Care, that our 
Hearts do not grow hard under the Finger of Cod, that Fear do not blot 
out. Love, and that the Devil do not engrave therein the Love of Riche, 
of Pleaſure, and of the Pomps and Vanities of the World. Theſe are the 
only Things which we have of our ownſelves ; and it is only by PA Chrif 
that we can receive the Imprefſions of 7he ** of God, and the Love of 
His Law in our Hearts. May God write all His Taws deeply in all ou 


Reſerves of unexhanſted Grace The flowing Stream continues fall, 

Are trealurd up in Thee; Till Time its Courſe hath run, 
For Myriads of the fallen Race, And while eternal Ages roll 

For all Mankind, and me : Thy Mercy ſhall flow on. 


Sept. 23. (267) 

] Take Pleafure in Infirmities, in Reproaches, in Neceſſities, in 
Perſecutions, in Diſtreſſes for Chrift's ſake: for when F am 

weak, then am I ftrong, 2 Cor. Xii. 10. R | 


Is he a mere Man, who ſpeaks a Language ſo unknown to 
Men? He ſpeaks it on Earth, but he learnt it from Heaven. 
God knows how to make a Remedy for us, even of our Diſ- 
eaſes, to cure the greateſt of them all, which is Pride. Nothing 
but Grace, Prayer, and Humility, can cauſe. a Man to find 
„ ＋ br in Weakneſs, and Joy and Pleaſure in the Infirmities of 
the Fleſh, and the Inſults of the Devil, in the Nereftties of Na- 
ture, in the Perſecutions of Men, and in the Diftrefſes and Af- 
flictions which come from God: Lord, grant that the ſame 


Mind, that was in this Great Apoftle of Yefur Chrift, may be 
mme. 5 a $# 
Leſs than the leaſt, in his own Eyes, Doth Paul, the faint, the aged, boaſt, 
Or witneſs his own perfect Grace, 
But when he feels his Weakneſs moſt, 
He glories in his Helpleſnes.. | 


Not of his Gifts ſo large given, 
Not of his Flight to Paradiſe, 
Or Rapture to the higheſt Heaven, 


—_— 4 | 6268) 


Pinally, Brethren, F arewel. Be perfect, be of good Comfort, | 
be of one Mind, live in Peace + And the God of Love and 


Peace ſhall be with you, 2 Cor. xiii, 11. 


This Conſideration, that one belongs to Chriſt, puts Joy into 
the Heart; this Foy produces a Deſire of Perfection; : this Deſire 
gives Comfort and Encouragement ; this Comfort and Courage dif- 


fuſing themſelves abroad, and e themſelves to 
at all may pro- 


others, form an Union of Love and Charity, t 
ceed together towards the ſame End; Union and Charity eſtabliſh 
Peace; and Love and Peace make the Hearts of Chriſtians, and 


the whole Church, one Temple of God, wherein He is worſhip- 
ped and praiſed in Spirit and in Truth. Grant, O thou God of 


Love and Peace, that all theſe Bleffings may be LE e 
in all our Hearts. 


Preſs' to the Mark, (the Spirit cries, Let down from Heaven the Ladder fee . 
And cannot cry to Saints in vain) And mount, till all the Steps are paſt, 


Ambitious of your Calling's Prize, Perfection is the laſt Degree, 
The Height of Godlineſs attain: perfection is attain d the laſt, 


Sept. 25. (269) 


BE not deceived ; God is not mocked: for whatſoever a Man 
ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap, Gal. vi. 7. | 


To expect from God, and to defire Him to confer upon us a 


\ Reward, which we have deſpiſed during our whole Lives, and 


for which we would never do any Thing at all, is not this to 
take Him for a blind or an unjuſt God? Is not this to mock him? 
The holy and eternal Spirit cannot reward any Actions, but 
thoſe of which he is himſelf the Principle, the Rule, and the 


End. If we hope for a heavenly and eternal Reward, let us act 
for Heaven and Eternity. 


Whoe'er by Thee, my Lord, are led Send forth the Spirit of thy Son, 
In all the Paths of Righteouſneſs, O God, into my panting Heart, 
Thy People ſav'd, thy choſen Seed, That govern'd by thy Love alone, 
Thy genuine Children I confeſs, From Thee I never may depart, 
And, added to the Number, I But following my celeſtial Guide, 
With _ aſpire, to live and die. Be number'd with the glorify'd. 


Sept. 26. 1 270) 


8 RIEVE not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed, 
unto the Day of Redemption, Eph. Iv. 30. 


Souls belong to God. His Holy Spirit ſecures to him the Por. | 1 
ſeſſion of them, and hinders the Devil from entering into them.“ 
A Word contrary to Love, or Purity, grieves the Holy Spirit inf? 
him who ſpeaks it, in him to whom it is ſpoken, and i thok 
who hear it, Whoever has the Spirit of God, cannot but be 15 
flicted to ſee the Ears and Hearts of Men poiſoned with corru 
Diſcourſe, Happy that Perſon who ſhall have preſerved the By 
of Grace entire to the Day when the Children of God ſhall be per- 
fectly delivered from the Bondage of Sin and Corruption. Give 
me Grace, O my God, to be be faithful in every Thing, in 
Thought, Word, and Deed. 


Lord I addreſs thy heavenly Throne, There ſhed thy choiceſt 4 . 
Call me a Child of thine, _ And make my Comforts ſtrong, 2 
Send down the Spirit of thy Son, Then ſhall I ſay, my Father, God, Th 
To form my Heart divine, With an unwav'ring Tongue. 


Sept 27. _—_ 


Neither Filthineſs, nor fooliſh Talking, nor Jeſting, which 
15 are not convenient, but rathet giving of Thanks, Epk. v. 4. 


Jo profane a ſacred Veſſel, as King Belfbazzar did by drink - 
1 ing in it; is a Crime, the Puniſhment of which God does not 
delay a Moment; and yet Men are not afraid by Hy and cri- 
. minal Diſcourſe to prophane a Chriſtian Tongue and Ears, which 
nt © are conſecrated to God after a Manner infinitely more holy. --- 
„ Fovels and Romances, and obſceng, ſcurrilous, or impious Po- 
ems, are utterly unworthy of a Chriſtian. The Spirit of Prayer, 
and the Sighing of the Heart, ſo proper to one of that Charatter, 
are very remote from the Levity of a Jeſter and a Buffoon. 


L The bloody Hands,and Hearts unclean, They ſhall be taken from my Sight, 
* And all the lying Race, Bound faſt in Iron Chains, 

The faithleſs and the ſcofling Crew, And headlong plung d into the Lake; 
| That ſpurn at offer d Grace. Where Fire and Darkneſs reigns. 


Sept. 28. ( 272 ) 


F OR ye were ſometimes Darkneſs, but now are ye Light in 
the Lord: walk as Children of Light, Epk. v. 8. 


What elſe can we poſſibly be but Darkneſs wandering in Sin, 


without the Light of Faith, without Chriſt, and without Love? 


Let us frequently compare that which we were once of ourſelves, 
with that which we nos are thro' the Mercy of God. A Chriſ- 
tian who makes no Uſe of the Light of Faith, to wall and go 
forward in the Way to Heaven, is a Traveller who ſleeps in the 
Day Time, and will be ſuddenly overtaken by the Night. Lord 
awaken me that I ſleep no more. 5 


O may one Beam of thy bleſt Light With Steps unwav'ring, undiſmay'd, 
Pierce thro',diſpel,the Shades of Night, Give me in all thy Paths to ond. 


* Touch my coldBreaſt with heav'nly ire, zingle of Heart, O may I be, . 


With holy conq'ring Zeal inſpire. Nothing may I defire but Thee, 
For Zeal I ſigh, for Zeal I pant, Far, far from me the World remove, 


| Yet heavy ia my Soul and faint : And all that holds me from thy Love. 


— > = — = 5 , y» $8 


O 


ye, 
ove. 


Sept. 29. ( 273 ) St, Michael. 
AN D there was War in Heaven ; Michael and his Angels fought 
againſt the Dragon, and the Dragon fought and his Angels: 


— And prevailed not, neither was their Place found any more in 


Heaven, Rev. xii. 7, 8. | 


Jesus Cur1sT, and his true Followers, will wage Var againſt the Devil 
and the World to the End of Time. What woald become of us, Lord, if 
Thou thyſelf didſt not fight in our Hearts againſt the Wiles of the Devil, 
and the Allurements of the World. — Where is perfect Security to be found, 
if not in Heaven. — If a pure Spirit fell without a Tempter, what ought 
not a Man to fear, who dwells in a Body of Sin, and has the World and the 
Devil for Adverſaries ? That Perſon may be juſtly ſaid to fall from Heaven, 
who falls from the Grace of our heavenly Birth; and he more juſtly ſtill, 
that, after he has fell, ſtill defires the Poſſibility of falling from Grace. Lord 
enable us to improve to the beſt Advantage every Moment of our Lives 
which remain. | | Briere 
Jesus, my King, to Thee I bow, Thou haſt a great Deliv'rance wrought, 

Inliſted undef thy Command, The Staff from off myShoulder broke, 


Captain of my Salvation, Thou Out of the Houſe of Bondage brought, 


Shalt op me to the promis'd Land, And freed me from the Egy7tianYoke. 
1 * 3 * 


Sept. 30. ( 274 ) 


Noz as though 1 had already attained, either were already 1 
| perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for Which alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. iii. 12. b. 


Who will dare flatter himſelf with having attain'd all, when 
an Apoſtle, quite ſpent with Toils and Labours for the Sake of 
God, looks upon himſelf only as a Beginner? We muſt not ſo 
much conſider the Way we have already gone, as that which 
remains for us to go, and that which God requires. 


Why haſt thou apprehended me, Jz8vs, that perfect Good unknown, 
And held my drann Soul ſo faſt? Reſtleſs, reſign d, I wait to gain: 


What is the Grace Jaid up in Thee, But give me Strength to follow on, 14 
Which I ſhall apprehend at laſt? And ſtrive, and labour, and ſuftain, f 
The Goſpel-Hope to which I preſs, Nor ever from thine own depart, 01 


Is it not finiſh'd Holineſs ? Till Thee I love with all my Heart, 1 


October 1. ( 275 ) 


YEA, doubtleſs, and I count all Things but Loſs, for the Ex- 
cellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord: For 
whom ] have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do count them 
but Dung that I may win Chriſt, PAil. iii. 8. | 


Ah | how little and contemptible does every Thing ſeem to 
him, who has once throughly known and taſted Chriſt. One 
muſt part with all Things to win Him, but all Things are nothing. 
We advance in real Religion in Proportion as we love the Re- 
iſh of the good Things of this World, and wean our Affections 
from them, Grant us, we beſeech Thee, O Jeſus, the fame 
Diſpoſitions, with reſpect to the World and its Lufts, which Thou 
waſt pleaſed to give to thy Apoſtle. 


Ido, T muſt, I will eſteem Thhe beſt Obedience of my Hands, - 
All Things butLofs for u fake, Dares not appear before thy Throve, 

O may my Soul be found in him, But Faith can anfwer thy Demands, - 
And of His Rigliteouſnefs partake, By pleading what my Lord has done. 


October 2. ( 276 ) 7 | 


BE not overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil with Good, Rom, 
xii. 21. 

Love is Proof againſt all the Malice of the moſt implacable Enemies, and | 
deſires to triumph over them by nothing but Benefits, knowing herein that f 
it imitates God, and is the Daughter of him who is Love itſelf. —— For a 0 
Man to overcome Evil with Evil, is to ſuffer himſelf to be overcome by his - 
own perverſe Inclination and Paſſion : To overcome Evil with Good, is to q 
overcome himſelf by Love, and to triumph over his Enemy by gaining his h 

„Heart. Lord, whom all the Malice of thy bittereſt Enemies could not | 
overcome, only Thou can ſhed abroad in my Heart the Meekneſs of Love. 
Thy Victory is mine: Vouchſafe, I beſeech Thee, to apply to me the Vir- Þ 


tue of it. 
| ſe 
Come, holy Spirit, heav'nly Dove, Come, holy Spirit, heav'nly Dove, 
With all thy quick ning Pow'rs, With all thy quick' ning Pow'rs, Su 


Kindle a Flame of ſacred Love Come, ſhed abroad a Saviour's Love, 
In theſe cold Hearts of ours. And that ſhall kindle ours. D 


October 3. (277) 


AND -have put on the new Man, which is renewed in Know- 
ledge, after the Image of Him that created him, Col. iii. 10. 


Man, disfigur'd by Sin, is no longer to be known, unleſs Grace 
form again in him, by a new Birth, the Lineaments of a Child 
of God, according to Feſus Chriſt, who is the Original thereof, 
as being the prime Image of the inviſible God ; juſt as Chriſt, 


| disfigured by the Reſemblance of finful Fleſh,” was renewed by 


bis Reſurrection, and put into a Condition of being acknowledg- 
ed for the only Son of God, having received, by this third Birth, 
a Glory which is worthy of Him. It belongs to Thee, O divine 
Pattern, to form thy Image in me, and to render me like thy- 
ſelf, therefore do it, O Lord, for thy Mercy's Sake. 


Such Honour all thy Saints receive, And when our uſeful Courſe is run, 
Who Thee ſincerely love, Enjoy the Kingdom given, 

Diſpenſers of thy Gifts we live, Bright as the uncreated Sun  - 
And general Bleſſings prove: In the eternal Heaven. 


October 4. (238 )) ＋ 10 6 


e in Prayer, and watch in the ſame with Thank{- 
giving, Col. iv. 2. S 0 avg 7 ot 53 


et us remember that we ars no other than Beggars, when we addreſs 
ourſelyes to God in Prayer. — Prayer ought to have theſe following Qua- 
lies; 3ſt; Aſſiduity, Importunity, Conti nuanca, Earneſtneſs, Perſtwerance. 
2d. Diligence, Application, Attention, Reverence, Preſence of God; Watch- 
felnes. 3. Humility, Senſe of our own Unwortltineſß, religious Fear, A- 
baſement of Heart, Gratitude. Let us perſevere, becauſe God would haye 
us imporrune him. Let us 4va72% becauſe God is always ready to beſtow 
Eigit, Grace, and Mercy. | Let us be full of Graritude and Thankfulngf; 
Becadſe this opens the Hand of Mercy to give, and the Heart of che Poor to 
as of ba: © fr e eee 


Paſs we thus our Days of Mourning, More and more in Grace increaſing, 
While we for his Coming ſtay, — Swiſter toward our Center move, l 

Languiſh for our Lord. returning, Wireſtle on in Prayer uncealing, 

Let us ſtill believe and prag. Only live to pray and love. [Cas 


SSA Al OST ©@ 


October 5. (279) 


TFT us not ſleep as do others; but let us watch and be faber, 
'S 5 ” OY Foy RE ; 


Keep me, Lord, I beſeech Thee, from that lethargic Sleep ſo 
univerſal, which is nothing but the Forgetfulneſs of God and of 
Salvation; and from that Druntenneſs of Sinners, that love of 
Pleaſures and of worldly Luſts, which ſtupiſies Men, deprives 
them of their Reaſon, and damns them before they are aware. 
Give me that Watchfulneſs which is the Fruit of Faith, the Pre- 
ſervative of Grace, and the Security of Salvation. 


We will not cloſe our wakeful Eyes, We can, dear I sus, for thy ſake - 
We will not let our Eye-lids ſleep; Devote our.every Hour to Thee, 
But humbly lift them to the Skies, Speak but the Word, our Squls ſhall wake 

And all a ſolemn Vigil keep;  Andiing with chearfulMelody, [ploy 
So many Nights on Sin beſtow'd, Thy Praiſe ſhall our glad Tongues em- 
Can we not watch one Hour for God. And every Heart ſhall dance for Joy. 


October 6. (280) 


B 


UT let us who are of the Day be ſober, putting on the Breaſt- 
plate of Faith and Love, and for an Helmet the Hope of 
Salvation, 1 The. v. 8. 


It is the Life of a Chriſtian to have always before his Eyes the 
Light of the Goſpel, to uſe the Creatures with Sobriety, to watch 
againſt all the Snares and Wiles of the Enemy, and to keep him- 
ſelf as it were under Arms continually, and ready to engage. 


His Arms are an attentive and penetrating Faith, which, thro' 


the Clouds of the preſent World, and the Deluſion of its pretend- 
ed Goods, - diſcovers the good Things of the World to come; 
and an humble and invariable Hope which expects them. Lord 
give me this precious Faith and Hope unto the End. 


His ſacred Unction from above, Pride, in its earlieſt Motions, find, 
Be ſtill my Comforter and Guide, And mark the Riſings of Deſire. 
Till all the Stony he remove, O that my tender Soul might fly 


2 loving Heart reſile. Thee firſt abhorr'd Approach of Ill, 
O that to Thee my conſtant Mind Quick as the Apple of an Eye, 


Might with an even Flame aſpire! The ſlighteſt Touch of Sin to feel. 


} 


October 7. ( 281 ) 


WHerefore comfort yourſelyes together, and edify one ano- 
ther, even as alſo ye do, 1 The. v. 11. | 


There is no ſolid Comfort, but in the Conſideration of what 
Chriſt has done for us. --- Let- us not refuſe the Aſſiſtance of 
good Example, and of Exhortations to Souls, to whom Feſus 
Chrift has given his Blood and his Life. We ſee here two Duties 
and two Qualities of a Chriſtian Converſation : I/. To comfort 
one another in diſcourſing of the Salvation purchaſed by, and the 
Maxims of, our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 2d. To excite and encourage 
one another to the Practice of good Works. | a0 


Move, and actuate, and guide, Never from our Office move, 
Divers Gifts to each divide, Needful to the others prove, 
Plac'd according to thy Will, Uſe the Grace on each beſtow'd, 
Let us all our Works fulfil: Temper'd by the Art of God. 


Let us then ſweet Counſel take, Build we each other u 

How to make our Calling ſure, Pray we for our Faith's Increaſe, 
Our Election how to make, __ _ Laſting Comfort, ſtedfaſt Hope, 
Paſt the Reach of Hell, ſecure, Solid Joy, and ſettled Peace. 


, 


October 8. (22) 
| F OR our rejoicing is this, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſ⸗ 
dom, but by the Grace of God, we have had our Converſation in 
the World, and more abundantly to you wards, 2 Cor. i. 12, 


There is nothing ſo glorious for a true Chriſtian, as to act with. 
out any Dependance on the Judgement of carnal Men, and to be 
Mtisfied with the Teſtimony of his own Conſcience. - Nothing 
1s ſo powerful againſt the Artifice and falſe #/i/dom of the 
World, as a firm Confidence in God, a fincere and undiſguiſed 
Converſation, and a prudent Simplicity, which confifts 'in having 
but one ſole End of our Actions, God and his Will; and in know- 
ing but one Way to that End, namely, the Way of the Goſpel, 
O Lord, teach me thy Will; give me Grace to walk in thy Way; 
and crown my latter End with Peace. TOTS 


Chriſtians indeed are Creatures new, The Church in every Age is found 
Their Saviour's Mind expreſs, Compos'd of none but Theſe; 
And. walking in his Steps, they ſhew O may they live with Mercy crown'd, 

The Power of Godlineſs ; And everlaſüng Peace! 


ce, 


in 


October . 6283) 


W all had our Converſation in Times paſt, in the Luſts of our 
Fleſh, fulfilling the Deſires of the Fleſh and of the Mind; 
and were by Nature the Children of Wrath, even as others, Eph. 


ll. 3. | 

Who does not abhor himſelf, being here informed, by the Apoſtle, what” 
a Sinner is, namely, (v. 1.) a Man dead, in the Sight of Gop, though liv- 
ing in the Sight of Men; whoſe Spirit is that (v. 2.) of this World, whoſe 
Prince is the Devil, whoſe Rule is his Paſſions, who, ſhatting his Eyes 
againſt the Light of Faith, abandons himſelf to the Corruption of his car- 
nal Will, and whom God may therefore juſtly abandon, as a Victim of his 
Wrath, to the Rage of the Devil? The Wrath of God is the Inheritance 
of the Children of Adam, and the Fruit of Nature corrupted by original Sin. 
To whom ought we to live, but to Him who hath delivered us from this 
Death, and given us Life by a ſecond Birth. 


Againſt Thee, Lord, alone, In Guilt each Part was form' d 
How oſten in thy Sight Of all this ſinful Frame, 
Have I tranigreſs d, and tho' condemn d In Guilt I was conceiv'd, and born 
Muſt own thy-Judgements right. The Heir of Sin and Shame. 


Odd ober 10. LS 10 


PUT on the new Man, which aſter God is created in Righ- Þ 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs, Eph. iv. 24. * 


A Man compleatly cloathed ſhews nothing peculiar to Man, Nee 
and is entirely covered with his Garments : A Chriſtian who has NM. 
put on Chriſt, ſhews nothing of the Vices of the old Man, and 1 
one can ſee in him only the Love, Humility, Modeſty, Meek- Ini 
neſs, and the other Virtues of the new. Lord, who didſt as it Init 
were uncloathe thyſelf, that thou mighteſt be cloathed with us, ige 
it belongs to Thee only to diveſt us of ourſelves, and to cloathe 
us with thyſelf, with thy Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs. --- Car 
Cloathe us therefore, thou Son of God, that we may not be I x 


| found naked at the Great Day. Kin 
« 1 
| Thrice acceptable Word, Me, for thy Mercy's ſake, k 
| I long to prove it true, Out of myſelf remove, 1 

Take me into thyſelf, O Lord, Partaker of thy Nature make In. 


By making me anew. . Thy Holineſs and Love. 


1 


OQober 11. ( 285 ) 2 
E angry and fin not: Let not the Sun go down upon your 
Wrath, -- Neither give place to the Devil, Eph. iv. 26, 27, 


Chriſtian Anger muſt tend to the Deſtruction, but never to the 
Commiſſion of Sin. It -muft' laſt but a little while, as being a 
Motion which is not natural, and which may turn to Paſfion,--- 
The Devil has po Power over us but what we give him. A ſmall 
Inſtance of Upfaithfilnefs is enough to give him an Opportu- 
nity of finding a Place of Entrance into our Hearts, becauſe it 
is enough to xender us unworthy of the Aſſiſtance of Grace. 


Can T be angry and not fin? Then on myſelf my Wrath ſhall turn, 
I fin unleſs I angry am: "Till Thou mine utmoſt Saviour come, 
Kindle Almighty Love within With all thine: Indignation burn, 
This frozen Breaſt, a facted Flame! And Root and Branch my Sin conſume. 


Renew thine Image, Lord, in me, No Anger may ſt Thou ever find, 
Lowly and gentle may I be, No Pride, in my unruffled Mind, 


No Charms but theſe to Thee are dear, BurFaithand heaven · born Peace be there 
T 


( 286 ) 
Fo O R to me to live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain, Phil, i. 21. 


October 12. 


Nothing i is able to make a Man loſe his Boldneſs, his Peace, or his Trul 
and Confidence, when he knows that he is doing the Work of God. — Pro- 
- vided God be glorified, it matters not how much at our preſent Expence. It 
belongs not to a Victim to chooſe in what Manner it is to honour God. Its 
whole Glory conſiſts in being conſumed for the Glory of Him who made it 
what it is. — To die is Gain; but it is ſo to him only, who having lived 
folely for Cas T, recovers again his Life in Cyr1sT, by Means of Death, 
I comprehend this, O Jesvs, that thou art my Liſs, as God the Father i; 
thine ;. but let thy Grace then, I beſeech Thee, work ſo effectually in my 
Heart, that I may employ and ſpend my Life for thy ſake, as $ thou haſt ſpent 
and lacrificed thine for the ſake of God and my Soul. pe 


To all, who hallowing Grace obtain, 
To live i is Car1sT, to die is Gain, 
And when I reach the Prize, 
And when the perfect Day I fee, 
The Life I live is CnRISsT in me, 
* And Death is Paradiſe. 


October 13. ( 287 ) 


[ET our Moderation be known unto all Men. The Ln is 
at Hand, Phil. iv. 5, | 


Moderation, Meekneſs, Modeſty in Actions, as bearing in us 
Feſus Chrift and his Spirit; in Sufferings, as expecting him who 
is to reward us; in the Uſe of preſent Enjoyments, as bein 
ſhortly to give an Account of our Abuſe of them, and Hkewils 
of what Superfluities we have received, to him who allows us 
only what is neceſſary ; and in our Converſation with our Neigh- 
bour, as being under the Inſpection of our common Maſter. 
This Expreſſion, The Lord is at Hand, is very proper to make us 
recolle& ourſelves, to replace us in the Preſence of God, to 
awaken our Faith, and to diffipate the fooliſh Thoughts and vain 
Defires, which are apt inſenſibly to fill our Hearts and Minds. 


Eternal King, I fear thy Name, Almighty. God, turn off my Eyes 
Teach me to know how frail I am, From all alluring Vanities; 

And when my.Soul muſt hence remove, And let the Thunder of thy Word 
Give me a Manſion in thy Love. Awake my Soul to fear the Lov. 


October 14. ( 288 ) 8 
Gp up the Loins of your Mind, be ſober, and hope to the 
* End, for the Grace that is to be brought unto you at 

Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 13. | 


In order to bergauf ourletyes for Death, and the Revelation 
Teſus Chrift, we muſt, 1. Keep ourfelves like Travellers-alw 

ready to depart. 2. Diſcngape our Hearts from the Cares, th 
Love, and the Amuſement of earthly Things. 3. Make: a ſober 
and temperate Uſe even of Things the moſt neceſlary, 4. We 
muſt Tails cli Minds to the good Things of Heaven by. a perfolt 
ſpiſe all thoſe which, have no Relation to them, and. labour to 
put ourſelves into a Condition of appearing before Aus Ghrift. 


Let me gain my Calling's Hope, Take me into Thee, my Lord, 
O make the Sinner cleft, And 1 fall chen ne lawger fcve, 

Dry Corruption's Fountait up, _ Help me, Saviour, peak he Word, 
Cut of th' Entail of Sine Aud perſect mem Love” 


N 


S 


October 15. ( 259 ) 
RE ye holy, for J am holy, 1 Pet. i. 16. 


We muſt always remember that we are called to Holineſs ; 
that all our Actions ought to ſavour of the Holineſs of our Pro- 
feſſion; and that a Chriſtian ought to be ſuch, not only in the 
Acts of Religion, but in the whole Conduct of his Life. — That 
the Holineſs of God himſelf is the Law, the Principle, .and the 
Pattern of ours. Upon this Conſideration is it poſſible, that too 
much ſhould be required of a Chriſtian. — Lord Feſus, ſanctify 
me throughout Body, Soul, and Spirit, and make me holy, as 
thou, my Ged, art holy. 888 


Deepen the Wound thy Hands have made Thy killing and thy quick'ning Pow'r, 


In this weak helpleſs Soul, Iz sus, in me diſplay, 

Till Mercy, with its balmy Aid, My Life of Nature from this Hour, 
Deſcend to make me whole: My Pride and Paſſion ſlay: 

The Sharpneſs of thy two-edg*d Sword Then, then, my utmoſt Saviour, raiſe 
Enable me t' endure, My Soul with Saints above, 


Till bold to cry, My hallowingLord To ſerve thy Will, and ſpread thy Praiſe, 
* Hath wrought a perfect Cure.” (:) And ſing thy perfect Love. 


October 1 16, ( - 
G OD hath not called us unto Uncleannefs, but unto Holineſ, 
1 Theſ. iv. 7 


How many 5 Chriſtians are there notwithſtandin Ng, who lem to place 
their Calling and their Religion in their Pleaſures, (God grant that it may 
be my greateſt Pleaſure to love Thee) in Gaming and * Cheer, in their 
Fortune, and in continually gratifying all their Paſſions and Inclinations ; as 
if they were not on the contrary called to contradict and renounce them; as 
if they were not Chriſtians for this very End, and on this Condition; but, 
O Lord, 770 thou convince: them, that they may be aware that it is Thou 
thyſelf, Jeſus Chrif, and the Holy Ghoſt, whom they, by their Miſcarriage, 
eſpiſe a 98 under their Feet: And may every one that nameth the 
ame of Cnx is r depart from all Iniquity. 17 1 


| Grant me.now the Bliſs to feel As in Heaven be here FREY 


Of thoſe that are in Thee ; And let me now the Promiſe prove, 
Son of God thyſelf reveal, Help me, Saviour, ſpeak the Wond, 

O ſtamp thy Name on me: And perfect me in Love. 
Unwearled may I this purſue, This haly Flame, this heav'nly Fire, 


Davntleſs to the high Prize aſpire, And Day * Night be all my Care 
Hourly within my Breaft renew To guard . facred Freaſure there. 


Oftober 17. (6291) 


8 therefore thefe Promiſes (dearly beloved) let us cleanſe 
ourſelves from all Filthineſs of the F. . and Spirit, perfect- 
ing Hauneſs i in the Fear of God, 2 Cor. vii. 


| There i is nothing more proper to animate and encourage us in the Ways 


of God, than frequently to repreſent, to the Eyes of our Faith, the Great- 
neſs gf his Promiſes. — This corrupt World, againſt which-it is our Buſineſs 
to ſecure gurſelves, is in our Tu and in our Spirit; in both we muſt en- 
counter it, in both we muſt deſtroy it. —— To begin the Work of Sanctiß- 
cation is what a great Number of Pro feſſars pretend to do; but to-fini/ and 

perfect it is peculiar only to the real Children of Gov. — That chaſte and 
Eat Fear, which alone cauſes us to hate all Sin, is that likewiſe which can 


alone ene the Work of Perfection. 


Thon my Life, my Treaſure be, 


My exceeding great Reward, [above, 
y Partion here below, 


My Heaven on Earth, my Heaven 


Nothing would I ſeek: but 1 Help me, Saviour, ſpeak the Word, 
And perfe& me in Love. 


Thee only would I knoy : 


October 18. ( 292 ) St. Luke, 


THE former Treatiſe have I made, O Theophilus, of all that 
Feſus began both to do and teach, Acts i. 1. 


 Fhe Learning of a Chriſtian begins with the Knowledge of Ze/us Cbriſt, 
and this Knowledge begins with thoſe Things which he did and ſuffered for 
us: His Example prepares the Way for his Doctrine, and by what is viſible 
in his Perſon he would raiſe our Minds to the Knowledge and Love of in- 
viſible good Things, and of thoſe Maxims which guide and direct unto them. 
To do and to teach, this is the Whole of every Miniſter eſpecially : For a 
Man to preach the Goſpel before he has practiſed it, is to invert the Order 
of Things, to build without a Foundation, and to be a very bad Imitator of 
Feſus Chriſt, Grant, O God, that I, and every one that call themſelves 


Chriſtians, may preach by our Lives and Converſations more than by Word. 


What ſhall I do my Suit to gain? he it according to thy Will, 
O Lamb of God, for Sinners ſlain, In me thy myſtic Love reveal, 


I plead what Thou haſt done. And all in Earth and Heaven 
Didſt Thou not die the Death for me? Shall own that I their Love outvie, 
Jesvs, remember Calvary, There's none'can love ſo much as I, 


And break this Heart of Stone. None hath ſo much forgiv n. 


—— <> WW I "0 ee 


October 19. ( 293 ) 
ND all the People ſaw him walking and praiſing God, Acts 


111. 9. 


Thoſe who have been witneſſes of our Weakneſſes, ought to 
be ſo of our Change, and of our Gratitude and Acknowledge- 
ment. Our Gratitude is but falſe and pretended, if it be not ac- 
companied with a good Life; and this good Life will not endure 
long, if our Faith and Gratitude, and Thankfulneſs, for the Grace 


by which we have been delivered, grow cold and remiſs.  O Fe- 
ſus. command my Heart to riſe up with Joy and Praiſe from the 


Earth, and give me Grace to walk in thy Ways; and then Thou 
ſſialt be obeyed, for without Thee I can do nothing ; but hue: 
thy Grace ſtrengthening me I can do all Things. 


Saviour, I thank Thee for the Grace, My longing Soul is all on Fire 


The Gift unſpeakable, To be diſſolv d in Love. 
And wait withArms of Faith t'embrace 
And all thy Love to feel. Give me thyſelf, from every Boaſt, 


From every Wiſh ſet free, 
My Soul breaks out in ſtrong Deſire Let all Fam in Thee be loſt, 
The perfect Bliſs to prove, But give Thyſelf to me. 


October 20. ( 294 ) 


TO the End he may ftabliſh your Hearts unblameable in Holi- 
1 neſs before God, even our Father, at the Coming of our 
Lord eus Chrift, with all his Saints, 1 Theſ. iii. 13. 


It is but a ſmall Matter to make a Beginning in Hetineſe or to 
run well for a little Time, if a Man do not labour inceſſantly to 
acquire an exact internal and 8 Piety. Nothing will 
be able to ęſtabliſßh our Hearts before the Tribunal of God, but 2 
good Confctence, and a good Life. Let us endeavour to do no- 
thing without thinking of the Account we muſt give of all our 
Actions to God, as to a Father who has given us all Things for 
his Glory; and to Feſus Chrift, as a Lord who hath purchafed all 
Things for us by his Blood, in order to eſtabliſh in us the King- 
dom of his Father. | T 


Bleſt Irsvs, bow thine Er, I lay we ſtand faſt in Thee, 

6 While — paige! 22 - Tho _ =. Temper io j 
come, and all our Hearts poſſeſs, And in thy guardian Arms obtain | 
And our beſt Paſſions move. a A calm — fafe Retreat. 


VS WHEY TS = EE Ry OO 


October 21. 6295) 


5 
= 
+ 
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BU of the Times and the Seaſons, Brethren, ye have wo 

need that I write unto you: — For yourſelves know perfect - 
ly, that the Day of the Lord ſo cometh as a Thief in the Night, 
1 Theſ.v. 1, 2. l ON ene On 


All Knowledge of the Day of Judgement confifts in believing 
that it cannot be known. Whatever is. not taught us -in the 
Word of God concerning it, is either Deluſion or vain Conjecture. 
To watch continually, not to lie in the Darkneſs, of Sin, and to 
arm ourſelves with Faith and Prayer, this is the certain Way of 
keeping us from being ſurpriſed. | 


We'll pray, and wait the Hour, Th immortal Son of Man 
The awful Hour unknown, To judge the human Race, 

When roll'd in Majeſty and Pow r With all thy Father's dazzling Train, 
Thou ſhalt fromHeav'neome down, With all thy glorious Grace. 


October 22. ( 296 ) 


AN D theſe Relig away into everlaſting Puniſhment ; but the 
Righteous into Life eternal, Matt. xxv. 46. 


No Appeal, no Remedy to all Eternity; no End to the Puniſhment of 
thoſe, whoſe final Impenitence manifeſts in them, as it were, an eternal Will 
and Defire to Sin. By dying in a ſettled Oppoſition to God, they caſt them. 
ſelves into a Neceſſity of continuing in an eternal Averſion to him. — The 
Eternity of the Torment of the Damned proceeds from the infinite Dignity 
of the God who is offended; the Eternity of the Happineſs of the Children 
of God, from the infinite Goodneſs of Him who confers it upon them, — 
O Eternal Life, which art nothing but pure Life and Joy, not the Joy of 
the World, but that ſubſtantial Joy of which God alone is the Source, the 
Object, and the End. May I have nothing at Heart but Thee, may J ſeek 
nothing elſe during this mortal Life, 


Have Mercy, Lord, thy Wrath remove, Lol in my Prayer I ever mourn, 
Nor let thy Judgements weigh me down Vext with the ſad Remains of Sin, 
T cannot live without thy Love, Broken, and bruis'd,and rack d, and torn 
I cannot ſtand beneath thy Frown, How ſhall I bear this Hell within? 


mn 


7 2 8 e 1 2 Her a7 Op ofthe Dp 


October 23. { 297 ) 


AND the ſerond Time the Cock crew. And Peter called to 
Mind. the Word that Feſus. faid unto him, Before the Cock 


crow twice, thou ſhalt de 1.51 me WE And oO” he. e 
thereon, he wept, Mark * ; | 


Y 03 330 31k 


1 ere to the Ears of eas. e ar Pregihie 
wy Mond to awakew the Sinner, anleſs the Grace of Chrift oper his Vnder- 
ſanding, this Memory, and! his Heart, aud draw from thenee the Tears of 

Repentanes. — St. Peter's Tongue utters mot a Word, but his Heart Tpeales 
by his Ey es. — A Soul truly under Conviſtian for Sin ſpeaks' wot A Si- 
lence, efpecially if his Tongue has been the Inſtrument of his Sin.— Such a 
Perſon ſhonld ſpeak to God by h Love, and to Mett by his Tears. It is 
to his Heart that God peaks, when it is teuched-with a Senve of its Sins; F 
and it is bis Heart which * Go maennee. 5 % 


me feel th A ihrer gn . .- Sepk and ſave a wand'zing Shin, 
Let me all} its 17 ray Fo us Make a Si Ack Sinner whole. 


October 24. 0 935 ) - 
19 the only wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory and N 427 


Dominion and: Power, both now and ever. Amen. 


'To whom, on my God, ſhould 1 we e give the Glory of our 95 D 
tion but to Thee, to whom we owe it entirely? To whom 
ſhould we conſecrate our Hearts, but to Him who redeems them Hof 
by His Blood, ſanctifies them by His Spirit, and renders them [Ck 
1 7 27 His Glory! D Reign in them, Lord, now here below of 
| Love; - that Thou mayeſt one Day reign in- enn with 001 
Glory, Majeſty,” and Dominion. in Heaven. . 
: | | | ; her 
| To God the only wiſe, He will den i our. Sous,” Le 
Oi.ur Saviour and our King, Unblemiſn'd and atlas, out 
Let all. the Saints below the Skies, | Before the Glory of his Face, vic 
Their bumble Praiſes bring. With j oys divinely grant. 
"Tis his Almighty Lee, Then all the choſen Seed * 
His Counſel and his Care, Shall meet around the IN ut 
Preſerves us ſafe from Sin and Beach, Shall bleſs the Conduct of his Grace, | 5 


And er ry hurtful Snare. And make its Wonders known. 


October 25. ( 299 ) | 2 


ND we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given 
us an Underſtanding that we may know him that is true: 
and we are in Him that is true, even in his Son Feſus Chriſt. 
This is the true God, and eternal Life, 1 Fokn v. 20. 

The Incarnation of the Son of God is a capital Truth, the firſt 
of Chriſtianity, and the Spring of all. the other Graces. . 
Chrift is the Nn, who brought the Knowledge and the Love 
of the true God down upon the Earth; and he alone alſo can 
convey them into the Heart, — He alone was the Son of God, but 
he was unwilling to continue ſo alone; he makes us his Mem- 


bers, in order to make us in Him Children and Heirs f God. 


Let the Remembrance of ſo inconceivable a Favour, penetrate 
Jour Hearts with an eternal Gratitude, and engage us in the Ser- 
vice of God, without reſerve, and at the Expence of all Things. 


I esus, mine Advocate above, On Thee my Soul would fix its Eye, T 
race 


ner 


acc, 


wn. 


Let me not hear of Thee alone, My lips would taſte thy heav'nly 
But make the Wonders of thy Love, Then would I raiſe thine Honour high, 


By deep Experience ſweetly known. And teach athouſand tongues thy praiſe. 


October 26, 0 goo) 


E that bath the ke Son, _ Lite; and he that bath not the 
med oe farce: An 1 re = 


1 who is able Fa 9 compre inbow; een different Man- 
ners Thou. art my Lie? agg Ack e God, ſince my Life is 
thy Wark, aud that 1 lire in Thee ; Thou art 0 a8 Kesten. 
fince thou redeemeſt it by thy Blood, formeſt it by thy: Spirit, 
pepſeryek it by thy Grace, and fęedeſt me with — Love below, 

ill Thau;cauſe me to five fully and perfectly of thy gloriied 
Life in Heaven. It is true then, O 0 Feſus, n that out pf Thee 
thete is no true Life, that is: nothing but Death, Miſery, 
= Hell. . d give me e to lane _ * xath to 
come. 


Oh in: 
* of God i is mine !” And ſhall for ever lire, 


Happy, tho bart in the Duſt; Eternal Streams from Chriſt ſhall flow, 
zn this Gift divine. And endlefs Vigour give. 


y Chriſtian, who can boaſt He lives the Life of Heav'n below, 


Octaber 27. (301) v2 wee 


VW Hatoever is born af God, overcometh_ the World: And this 
js the Victory that overcometh the World, even our Faith, 


* 


1 John v. 4. 


No A Chriſtian, who follows the Inclination and acts by the Spirit of his new 
is Birth, which gives him a new Heart and a new Love, is no, longer of the 

Morlad, and no longer knows its Luſts, any otherwiſe than as an Enemy, 
whom he: has overcome, and whom he ought. to purſee with the utmoſt Ha- 
It, tred. —» Faith is viforious when the Grace of Chriſt cauſes us to make Ule 
Wy of it. Faith, by the Means of Humilicy, which is its Attendant, and of 
ed Prayer, which is its firſt Fruit, renders a Chriſtian invincible to h World. 
ee It is That, which ſhews us what good Things we muſt love, and what Evils 
ry, we muſt fear: It is That, which obtains for us the Grace to love and to fear 
to nothing but what is eternal. 


The Guilt of twice ten thouſand Sins Drawn by ſuch Cords we onward move, 
A One Moment takes away, Till round thy Throne we meet, 
7 And Grace, when firſt the War begins, And Captives in the Chains of Love, \ 
my * the crowning Day. Embrace our Conqu' ror's Feet. | 


Od ober 28. 


( 302 ) 


Fu DE the Servant of Feſus Chriſt, and Brother to James, to 
them that are ſanctified by God the Father, and preſerved in 
Feſus Chriſt, and called, Fude 1, | 


St. Simon and Jude, 


It is no extraordinary Thing to take the Title of Servant «f 
Jeſus Chriſt, which has nothing in it but what is honourable; 
but to live as a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, in doing his Will and fol- 
lowing his Example, this is very rare and extraordinary. No 
Man has the Fidelity of a Servant, with reſpe& to Him, but by 
the Love of a Son. The firſt Cauſe of the Calling of Souls 1s 
the eternal Love of God, ſhewn in the Blood and Sufferings of 
Feſus Chriſt; from hence alone all Happineſs comes, from 
whence alone all Holineſs proceed, | | 


Now, O my 7o/oua, bring me in, The Purchaſe of thy Death divide, 
Caft out my Foes; the inbred Sin, And O] with all the ſanctify'd, 
The carnal Mind remove : Give me a Lot of Love. 


October 29. ( 303 ) 


HERE is no fear in Love; but perfect Love cafteth out 
Fear : becauſe Fear hath Torment : he that feareth is not 
made perfect in Love, 1 Fohn iv, 18. 


9 The ſervile Fear dreads nothing but Puniſhment, and proceeds 
fol. tom Selt-love : the chaſte and filial Fear is afraid of diſpleaſing 
No God, and of lofing him, and ariſes from Love. --- Perfect Love 
"ty (caſts out Fear in caſting out Self- love. The more Love the leſs 
rear: When Love ſhall fill the Heart, there will be no more 
Fear nor Unbelief. How good art thou, Lord, even when thou 
delivereſt up the Sinner to Fear, fince this torments him only to 


force him to ſeek the Comfort, the Pleaſure, and the' Peace of 
his Heart in Love. 


There is no Fear in Love, The higheſt Joy tranſcends, 
No baſe tormenting Fear, I To Saints triumphant given, 
But that which thrills the Hoſt above, The Seraphs loftieſt Songs ſuſpends, 
When Jesvs' Wounds appear, And makes a ſilent Heaven 


October 30. ( 304 ) 


WW Hoſeever believeth that Feſus is the Chrift, is born of God; 
and every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him als 
that is begotten of Him, 1 John v. 1. | 


Let us not deceive ourſelves, if this Faith is without Love, it 
is not the Faith of a Child of God, but of a Slave. --- God loves 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Members inſeparably alſo. - There is al- 
ways ſufficient Ground to love the Mercies of God in Men, and 
to love Men themſelves as the Objects of the Mercy: of God. 
If the Defects of our Neighbour are capable to make us hate him, 
the Honour he has of being a Child of God, and of being loved 
by him, ought to render him amiable in our Sight. SY 


Wich all my Heaft, O Lord, I pray Fulneſs of Gifts, and Graces ſhower, 


For our 7eruſalem, _ | And bleſs her from above 
Thy Promife with thy Church to ſtay, With perfet Peace, and glorious Pow'r, 
In her Behalf I claim And evexlaſting Love, 


er, 


ow r, 


October 31. ( 305 ) 


Ne Man hath ſeen God at any Time. If we love one ano- 
ther, God dwelleth'1 in us, and bis Love i is perfected. in us, 
I Jolm i Iv. 12. 


. # . . 
11 a ie 


God is vifible and acceſſible only to Love; it is by char 4 
that we poſſeſs him in himſelf, and find him in ouf Neighbour: 
No Perſon is aſſured that Gad dvelleth in him, but he who is 
certain that he loves his Neighbour as himſelf; and the only 
Way to be certain of this, is by Works. Love ig perfect in this 
Life, when it is the prevailing Principle of our Actions, when it 
renders God abſolute Maſter of the Heart, when we prefer Him 
to all other Things, and through the Virtue of this Love ſpare no 
Pains nor Coſt in order to relieve our Neighbours. 


O that the Spirit of our Lord O that the Catholick Love divine, 
Might ſet his Priſoners free, Shed in our Hearts abroad, | 

Might ſpeak the Sectaries reſtor'd Might all our jangling Parties Join, 
To glorious Liberty; © And all rt 515 in . 118 


2 (u) ” 


Nov. 1. 6306) All Saints. 


: AF ter this I beheld, and lo, a great Multitude, which no Man 
could number, of all Nations, and Kindreds, and People, and 
Tongues, ſtood before the Throne, and before the Lamb, cloth- 
ed with white Robes, and Palms in their Hands. — And cried 
with a loud Voice, . ſaying, Salvation to our God, which fitteth 
upon the Throne and unto the Lamb, Rev. vii. 9, 10. 


A true Chriſtian in this Life is diſengaged from the Earth, conſecrated and 
devoted to God, lives in his Preſence, and fights valiantly under the Inſpec- 
tion of CarisT, to preſerve the white and precious Robe of Righteouſneſs, 
In Heaven he is a victorious Creature, who receives for his Crown a con- 
tinual Emanation of the divine Holineſs and Glory, who praiſes Gs, and 
pays an eternal Homage to J=sus CHRIs T, for his Victory over the World 
and Sin, and for the Work of his Redemption and Salvation.— Can a Heart 
full of God, and of his Mercies, forbear pouring itſelf forth in Acts of Ado- 
ration, and manifeſting its Joy and Gratitude in the moſt conſpicuous Manner, 


Jesvs is worthy to receive Let all that dwell above the Sky, 
Honour and Power divine, And Air, and Earth, and Seas, 
And Blefſings,more than we can give Confpire to lift thy Glories high, 

Be, Lord, for ever thine. And ſpeak thy endleſs Praiſe, 


x 2 


] 


| 


t. 


Nov. 2. (307 ; 
BUT Chriſt as a Son over his own Houſe: whoſe Houſe are 

we, if we hold faſt the Confidence, and the rejoicing of 
the Hope firm unto the End, Heb. iii. 6. 


We ought to hear Moſes, and all the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as thoſe who deliver to us the Will of God; but we muſt put 
our Truſt and Confidence in Jeſus Chriſt, as in Him who accom- 
pliſhes it in us. Aſſume, O Jeſus, all the Authority which Thou 
oughteſt to have over my Heart, ſince it is thy Houſe and thy 
Work: Give me that perfect Confidence in thy Grace for the 
preſent Life, and that immoveable Hope for the good Things of 
1 to come, which makes us triumph over the preſent 

vils. 7700 


Truſting in dur God alone, With the Virtue of his Blood, 
A great High Prieſt we have, Aſcending to the holieſt Place, 
Jzsus, Gop's eternal Son, 'Paſs'd the heavenly Courts, and ſtood 


Omnipotent to ſave ! Before his Father's Face. 


Nov. 3. (308) 


FOR we are made Partakers of Chriſt, if we hold the Begin 
ning of our Confidence ſtedfaſt unto tue End, Heb. ili. "T4. 


What Oppoſition to Sin ought the Part we * in Chrif to 
produce in us? For in vain'do we flatter "ourſelves that we. are 
admitted: to a Communion' of his Grace and of all the Bleilings 
he has purchaſed for us by his precious Blood, unleſs we perte- 
vere therein. If to ſubſilt in Chriſt, to be wathed in his Blood, 
to be animated with his Spirit, and to be nouriſhed: with bis 
Fleſh, is only a rough Draught, a Sketch, à Seed of that which 
we are one Day to be in Hi „good God! how can we poſſibly 
ſet our Affections upon the Earth? How can we for ſo ryan a 


Trifle hazard ſo vaſt a Felicity? 

Help me, Pe; ng to hold faſt Thou, on whom I dare depend, 
My Confidence in Thee, 5 Wilt fill me with the Life divine, 

Art thou not the firſt and laſt, Love me ſtill when Time ſhall end, 


Who lov'd and dy'd for me? 1 hro' endleſs Ages mine. 


W: 


Nov. 4. ( 309 ) » vo 
HILE it js ald, 1 To! -dhy if ye will hear his Voice, ll 


10.81 


not your farts, as in the Frovocation, Heb. it, 15. 


Let us take Care, that this Ta- day, wherein God ſpeaks to us 
in his Mercy, be not followed, in reſpect to us, by a To-morrow 
of Silence, of Wrath, and of Indignation. Diſobedience, For- 
getfulneſs of God's Benefits, the Remembrance and the Defire of 
the falſe Delights of Egypt, led the Fews to Hardneſs of Heart. 
Let us take Care not to fall into: the ſame Wear Toon me by bw 
fame e 


* \ 
Ft - 
i+ wetat.it# 


; A , . ; mor 1 4 20 


The Lord Jenovan calls, But as Accents here proclaim 
Be ev'ry Ear inclin'd, 1 The condeſcending Gop. 

May ſuch a Voice awake each Heart, Almi -— 
* : ; ghty God, pronounce 20H 
And captivate the Mind. The Word of conqu' ring Grace; 

If He in Thunder ſpeaks, -. S8 o ſhall the Flint diſſolve to Tears, 


Earth trembles at his Nod ; © And Scorners ſeek thy Face. 


Nov. 5. (31) Gun-powder Treaſon, 


LIT every Soul be ſubject unto the higher Powers. For there 
js no Power but of God: The Powers that be, are ordained 


of God, Rom. xiii. 1. 


To own and acknowledge the Sovereignty of Princes, their Authority, is 
"their Officers and in the ſubordinate Magiſtrates, and the Obedience which 
is due to them. Both are of divine Right. — Let every Soul, both Clergy 
and Laity be ſubje& by a hearty Submiſſion. Let us not conſider their per- 
ſonal Failings, whieh proceed from themſelves, but their Power and Autho- 
-rity which proceeds from /Gop, and is always good. The King has no Per- 
ſon ſuperior to him but Gop only, Gov is the firſt Majeſty, the King the 
ſecond. His Crown is independent on all created Power. No Arms are to 
be uſed againſt a King, but Sighs and Prayers; no other Reſiſtance to Autho- 
rity is lawful, but the powerful Tears of Piety, the gentle Endeavours of 
Pity, and the holy Violence of Submiſſion and Humility. 


Honour the King, who God adore, And when the King of Kings, and Lord 
- The King his Place ſuſtains, Of Lords, from Heaven comes down 
As Image of his awful Power, le ſhall our Royal Zeal reward 
As God's Vicegerent reigns : With an immortal Crown. 


Nov. 6. ( 311) | ic 


WE ſee that they could not enter in, becauſe of Unbelief, 
Heb. iii. 19. Es "" 


As there was no Land of Promiſe for the Fews, who obeyed 
not the Voice of God ſpeaking by Moſes, ſo there is no Salvation 
for Chriſtians who obey not the Voice of God, who ſpeaks to us 
by his own Son, God ſwears this; and yet we do not believe 
him. The Event will make known, but too late, as it did to 
the Jet, what it is not to hearken to the Voice of God. Lord 
Jeſus, do Thou continually take away this Heart of Unbelief, 
for to be accounted a believer by my Fellow Creatures it is not 
ſufficient : Give me therefore a firm Faith on Thee, that works 
by Love, that purities the Heart, that gains Admittance into the 
eternal Reſt which remains for the People of God. An 


And let my Carcaſe fall For my Rebellion pad}, 


Here in this Wilderneſs, Condemn'd 'till Death I rove, 
So Thou my Soul in Mercy call, But give me to behold at laſt 
And bid me die in Peace.  dmmanyel's Land above. 


* 


Nov. 7. (312) 
Now the Juſt ſhall live by Faith ; but if any Man draw back, 
my Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in him, Heb. x. 38. 
| Faith makes us belong to God, if it makes us love him; it juſtifies vs, if 
it makes us imitate him; it makes us Jive, if it Jives itſelf. In a Word, 4% 
Fuft lives by his Faith, if he lives according to his Faith. We rel upon the 


Word of a. Man of Honour; we part with our Subſtance upon A little Cre- 


dit; and yet we are afraid to advance any Thing upon the Word of God, 
and upon the Letters of the eternal, infallible, and Almighty Truth. — Let 
us believe, upon the Teſtimony of the Scriptures, i that the good and the evil 
Things of this Life are only a Dream, that none are really ſoch bat' thoſe 
which are eternal, and that Eternity is at Hand; and then our Faith will 


malte us live in cleaving to Goo alone, — All the paſt is counted for nothing, 
unleſs Perſeverance ſecute the future. 
But may the righteous Man. lis God he can forſake, 
Who lives by Faith divine, With Sin again comply, _ 
Receive the ſaving Grace in vain, Perdition's Son, he can draw back, 


And from his God decline? And unrepenting die. 


Nov. 8. (313) 


BY two immutable Things (his Counſel confirmed by an Oath 
in which it was impoſſible for God to lie, we might have 2 
ſtrong Conſolation, who have fled for Refuge to lay hold upon 
ha Gee {et before us, Heb. vi. 18. | 1 


Nothing affords ſo ſtrong a Conſolation to a: Soul, which has 
Abundance of Faith, as to know that its Salvation is in the Hands 
of God, who can neither deceive himſelf in his Deſigns, nor us in 
his Promiſes, -— Let us ſeek that which we do not ſee ; let us 
contemn that which we do. A Chriſtian has no other Refuge in 
the midſt of his Miſery, but the Time to come; nor any other 
Support, but his Faith and Hope. 


py + 
Yu 


Let the Winds blow, and Billows roll, Stedfaſt and ſure, it cannot fail, 
Hope is the Anchor of the Soul; Jt enters deep within the Veil, 

But ean I by fo flight a Tie, Tt faſtens on a Land unknown, 

an unſeen Hope on God rely? And moors me to my Father's Throne, 


£ — * 


Nov. g. Cay 

Hoſoever is born of God, doth not commit Sin; for his 
Seed remaineth i in him: and he cannot ſin, becauſe he | is 
born of God, 1 Fohn iii. 9. ee ee ee 


"The Advantages of Love, are 1. By Love'wekiow Wel ad 
the Children of God. 2. It is by 1 Love that we keep 
his Commandments. 3. No Sin is conſiſtent with Love, for 
how can Sin, which kills the Soul as it were at one Blow, ſub- 
fiſt with Love, which is the Life thereof, 4. It is Love which 
puts the Law of God into the Heart; and ſo long as a Man loves 
this Law he cannot violate it. "Who ſnall preſerve in me, O my 
God, this divine Seed, but Thou who haſt ſown it in my Heart. 
Grant, Lord, that I may never act but by thy Spirit, by whom 
_ haſt given me ts new FI: and the new Lite of * 

race. : | 


Son of God, thine 1 ſhew - Satan $ Reign and Works to "ey 


Againſt our Foes and thine, -- * Thine own Almighty Grace employ, c 


Manifeſted here below, 0 Thru him out, this inbred F iend, 
Fulfill thine own Deſign ; And all our Sins deſtroy. 


Nov. 10. (315) 


E that faith, I know him, and keepeth not his Command- 
ments, is a Liar, and the Truth is not in him, 1 John ii. 4. 


Let us diſtruſt that Knowledge which is not accompanied with 
good Works, and that Faith which our Life contradicts. —W hat- 
ever Knowledge we think we have of God, we do not know him 
as 2 Chriſtian ought, when we live not according to that which 
he has commanded us. The Life of the Head is the Rule of the 
h Life of the Members. The carnal Life of a Child of Adam in 

Member of Jeſus Chriſt is monſtrous. To ſpeak like one of 
the Children of God, and to live in Sin, is a very great Deluſion. 
g May God put an immediate Stop to this Deluſion in all. 


c 
8 


m I Th'Effect muſt from the Cauſe proceed, The ſtedfaſt Ground on which it ſtands, 
hy And thy dear genuine Children prove, The Truth of ſolid Love. 
a Truth, Reality, and Deed, 


i Obedience is bis dual: The: By Works our loving Faith we ſhow 


Our Senſe of Sin forgiv'n, 
oy, FObedience to our Lord's Commands, And, walking in his Steps, we go 
» | This, only this can prove After our Head to Heaven, 


Nov. 11. | (316) 


BE that hateth his Brother, is in Darkneſß, and walketh in 
Darkneſs, and knoweth not whither he goeth, becauſe that 
Darkneſs bath blinded his Eyes, 1 Jahn ii. 11, 


Here are three. dreadful Truths concerning the Hatred of our 
Nejghbour. 1. It is a State of Darkneſs and of Sin. 2. A 
Source of Errors and of new Sins, and a Leayen which corrupts 
the whole Maſs of Actions. 3, A Blindneſs which hinders us 
from knowing that we are blind, and from being ſenſible of the 
Falls to which this Blindneſs continually expoſes us; which 
makes us judge wrong of every Thing, and which ſhuts our 
Eyes againſt all the Good which is in others. 


For Evil may I Good return, His Faults with tendereſt Love conce: 
Kindneſs for bitter Hatred ſhew, His ſhining Qualities commend, 

Wich pious Grief ſincerely mourn And cordial Conſolation feel, 

The Fall of my relentleſs Foe, In Hope—that Hope was in his End 
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is End 


Nov. 12. (227) 


Þ Write unto you, little Children, becauſe ye have known the 
Father. — I write unto you, Fathers, becauſe ye have known 
him that is from the Beginning. I write unto you, young Men, 
becauſe ye are ſtrong, and the Word of God abideth in you, and 
ye have overcome the wicked One, 1 ,Fohn ii. 13, 14. | 


A Child, who leaves his God, leaves the beſt of Fathers; his Hand is ne- 
ceflary to every one of us; if he abandon us, what can we expect but to fall 


into deadly Sins, into inevitable Error, and to become the Prey of the Lion, 
which goeth about ſeeking whom he may devour. Young Perſons being 
more expoſed to the Temptations of the World, have need of a greater Vi- 
gilance and Application of the Word of God. The more Graces, Light, 
and Perfection they have received from God, the more ought they to dread 


the Snares of the Devil and of the World, and the more ought they to pray 


to be eſtabliſhed, rooted, and ſettled in the Faith. | 


O give me Faith, and Faith's Increaſe, O let thy gracious Spirit guide, 
Finiſh the Work begun in me, And bring me to the promis d Land, 
Preſerve my Soul in perfect Peace, Where Righteouſneſs and Peace reſide, 
That ſtays and waits and hangs on Thee And all ſubmit to Love's Command. 


* 


Nov. 13. 155 (338) 


OVE not the World, neither the Things that are in the 
World. If any Man love the World, the Love of the Fa- 
ther is not in him, 1 Fokn ii. 15. n e 


If there is any Thing more dreadful than theſe Words, it is 
to ſee how few reflect upon them, how few are moved by them. 
Who dares ſay he loves not the World? To whom dare we ſay, 
that he loves not God? And yet Truth itſelf aſſures us, that 
theſe two Loves are inconſiſtent. By how much our Hearts are 
emptied of the one, by ſo much they will be filled with the 
other. Blind and ſenſeleſs is he, whoever prefers the World, which 
paſſes away, and carries along with it thoſe who are fond of it, 
before God, who renders them who love him eternally happy. 


To-morrow, Lord, is thine, The preſent Moment flies, 
Lodg'd in thy Sov'reign Hand, And bears our Life away, 

And if its Sun ariſe and ſhine, O make thy Servants truly wiſe 
It ſhines by thy Command. That they may live to day. 


[ 


Nov. 14. | ( 319) 


gay hateth his Brother is a Murderer : and ye know 
that no Murderer hath eternal Life abiding in Him, 1 John 


Ill. 15. 


Whoever hates his Neighbour commits two Murders at one 
and the ſame Time; he takes away from himſelf the Life of 
Grace and the Hope of eternal Life; and he has already killed 
that Perſon in his Heart, whoſe Life is grievous to him, and at 
whoſe Death he would rejoice, — How ineſtimable is thy Grace, 
O Jeſus, ſince it plants in the Heart, which it fills, a Scion of 
eternal Life! We poſſeſs this Life, even here below, when we 
have Love and Charity, It is Love which makes Men holy here 
on _ it is the ſame conſummated which renders them bleſſed 
in Heaven, we 


Father of Mercies ſend thy Grace, O may our ſympathizing Breaſts 
All-pow'rful, from above, That gen'rous Pleaſure know, 

To form in dur obedient Souls Kindly to ſhare in others Joy, 
The Image of thy Love, And weep for others Woe. 


Nov. 15. { 320) 


Hk that keepeth his Commandments, dwelleth in him (God); 
and he in him: and hereby we know that he abideth in us, 
by the Spirit which he hath given us, 1 John iii. 24. 


It is in the Sovereign Love, which is God, that the Chriſtian 
Love finds its Perfection, its Peace, and Repoſe, to all Eternity: 
From that it is derived, as from its Source; in that it haſtens to 
be ſwallowed up, as in its Fulneſs and its End. — It is by Love, 
which is the Holy Spirit, that we know Love itſelf, that we 
adore its Plenitude in God, and that ſts Reſidence and Operation 
in our Hearts are manifeſted to us. Fill me, poſſeſs me, inflame 
me, O divine Love, that I may know Thee, poſſeſs Thee, and 
Love Thee by Thyſelf. | | 


"Tis this eſſentially divides O let us in this Knowledge grow, 
The living from the dead, Fold faſt the Earneſt given, 

We know the Lord in us abides, Till Jzsvs with himſelf beſtow 
The Spirit of our Head: The ripeſt Joys of Heaven: 


to;himſe 


Nov. 16. (321) | 


ANP when thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not be as the Hypocrites 
* are: for they love to pray ſtanding in the Synagogues, and 
in the Corners of the Streets, that they may be ſeen of Men. 
Verily, I fay unto you, they have their Reward, Matt. vi. 5. 


In order to approach God, and incline him to give Ear to our 
Prayer, it is neceſſary to pray out of the Hearing of Men, and 
without affecting to be ſeen by them. — A Man loves the World 
when he ſeeks to pleaſe it, and this Love ſpoils the beſt Works. 
God is a 2 God, and cannot ſhare with any one what is due 

alone; and this, not out of Envy but Goodneſs. --- 
He is not afraid of loſing, any Thing, but of being obliged not 
to give, and not to beſtow himſelf. 


Lord, thou knoweſt I would be /e Je8vs ſet my Nature right, 
Doing good, by fooliſh Men, Shut the Creature from my Sight, 
Nature ftill uſurps a Part, Thou mine only Object be:; 
More than ſhares with Thee my Heart. More than all the World to me. 
. | 89 


Nov. 17. ( 322.) | N 


B00 thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and P 
when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray to thy Father which is 

in ſecret, and thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee in 
openly, Matt. vi. 6. 


The Heart is God's peculiar Portion; He is the Judge of it; it belongs to 
Him to reward; it is in this he will be worſhipped and adored. —— Prayer 
is the moſt ſecret Intercourſe of the Soul with Gop, and as it were the Con- d 
verſation of one Heart with another: The World is too prophane and tres pi 
cherous to be of the Secret: We muſt ſhut the Door againſt it, by forgetting 
it, and all the Affairs which buſy and amuſe it. — Prayer requires Retire- I anc 
ment, at leaft of the Heart; for this is the Cloſet in the Houſe of God, pre 
which Houſe is ourſelves ; thither we ought to retire, even in public Prayer, I not 
and in the midſt of Company. — What Goodneſs is there equal to this of fide 
God, to give not only what we aſk, and more than we aſk of him, but to us 
reward even Prayer itſelf | What Advantage is it to ſerve a Prince whoſh * 
places Prayer in the Number of Services, and reckons to his Subjects Account 0 
even their I ruſt and Confidence in begging all Things of him. 7 


Father divine, thy piercing Eye In deep Retirement thou art nigh, | wh 
Shoots through the darkeſt Night, With Heart-diſcerning Sight, K 


* 


Nov. 18. (323) 


BUT when ye pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, as the Heathen 
do: for they think they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeak- 
ing, Matt. vi. 7. | | 


Prayer requires more of the Heart than of the Tongue, of 
Sighs than of Words, of Faith than of Diſcourſe. The Elo- 
quence of Prayer conſiſts in the Fervency of Deſire, in the Sim- 

licity of Faith, and in the Earneſtneſs and Perſeverance of 

ve. — The Abundance and choice of fine Thoughts, ſtudied 
and vehement Motions, and the Order and Politeneſs of the Ex- 
preſſions, are Things which compoſe a meer human Harangue, 
not an humble and Chriſtian Prayer. — Our Truſt and Cs 
fidence ought ta proceed from that which God is able to do in 
us, not from that which we can ſay to God. | 


O may thy own celeſtial Fire So ſhall the Viſits of thy Love 
The Incenſe ſtill inflame, My Soul in ſecret bleſs, | 

While my warm Vows to Thee aſpire, So ſhalt thou deign in Worlds above 
Through my Redeemer's Name. Thy Suppliant to confeſs, 


| 


or. 10. (324) * 
E not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth 
what Things ye have need of, before ye aſk him. Mat. 


B 


vi. 8. 


Prayer is not deſigned to inform God, but to give Man a Sight 
of his Miſery, to humble his Heart, to excite his Defire, to in- 
flame his Faith, to animate his Hope, to raiſe his Soul towards 
2 and to put him in mind that there is his Father, his 

ountry, his Inheritance, Cc. — He is a Father to whom we 
pray; let us go tq him with Confidence; he knows our Wants; 
tet us remove far from us all anxious Diſquiet and Concern, 


For th* Omniſcient's Information, = Lord, our Hearts are before Thee, 


Need we formal Prayers repeat ? Lord, to ALL thy Bowels move, 
To excite his ſlow Compaſſion, Help us, for our Wants implore Thee, 

God, the gracious God intreat ? Love us with a Father's Love. 
Alas! I know hot how to pray, Or intercetd thyſelf for me, 


But all my Wants are kriown ioThee, Then hearken to thy Spirit's Groan, 
Father inftru& me what to ſay, Speak, Father, am 1 not thy Son, 


n, 


Nov. 20. (325 ) 
A FTER this Manner therefore pray ye Matt. vi. 9. 


*7 


The Prayer, which Jesus Cunisr here gives us, is the Pattern of all 
Chriſtian- Prayer, and an Abridgement of the Goſpel. —What Satisfaction is 
it to learn from God himſelf, with what Words and in what Manner he 
would have us to pray to Him, ſa as not to pray in vain! — A King, who 
himſelf draws up the Petition, which he allows to be preſented to himſelf, has 
ſurely a very great Deſire to grant the Requeſt. — We do not ſufficiently 
conceive 15 alue of this Prayer; the Reſpect and Attention, which it re- 
quires the Preference to be given to it, its Fulneſs and Perfection, the fre- 
quent Uſe we ſhould make of it, and the Spirit we ſhould bring along with 
us to it. The Order of the Petitions is the Order of out Deſires, and uf our 
Duties; it is here we ought to be particularly mindful of them. 


Send, O ſend me now away, Ever erying after Thee, 496: 
By granting my Requeſt, 'Till Thou my Helpleſsneſs remove, 
Still 1 follow Thee, and pray, Mercy, Mercy upon me, 


And will not let Thee reſt: Thon Son of David hre. 


Nov. 21. ( 326 ) 
O R F ather which art in Heaven,. 


We muſt, in the firſt Place, ſay this Prayer with the Heart of an heaven- 
ly Child, diſengaged from the Earth by his new Birth, animated with the 
Spirit of the divine Adoption, and full of Deſire to be united to his Father 
and Author. — The Heart of a Child of God is a brotherly Heart, in reſpect 
of all other Chriſtians ; it aſks nothing but in the Spirit of Unity, Fellow- 
ſhip, and Chriſtian Charity, defiring that for its Brethren which it defires for 
itſelf — Let us adore God, in the Unity and Simplicity of his Eſſence, in 
the Trinity and Fellowſhip of his Perſons,” as the Father of Chriftians, the 


Source and Model of all Paternity both in Heaven and Earth, and the Author 


+ > Father of Earth and Sky, Thuy Perſections to proclaim, 
Thy Name'we'magnify; Praiſe the Attributes divine, 


O that Earth and Heaven might join Fear and love thy awful Name. 


Father of all, whoſe pow'rful Voice Thou by thy Word upholdeſt all, 

Call d forth this univerſal Frame, Thy bounteous Love to all is ſhew'd, 

Whoſe Mercies over all rejoice - Thou hear'{ thy every Creature's Call, 
Thro' endleſs Ages ſtill the ſame: And filleſt every Mouth with Good. 
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Nov. 22. ( 327 :) Wo 


PAllowed be thy Name, — 


We muſt ſay it with the Heart of a Prieſt, all inflamed with 
Zeal for God's Glory, and for the Sanctification of Souls, and 
with the Defire of that Holineſs, which ſhould render him like 
to God as to his Father. — In the Sanctification of his Children, 
God is pleaſed to place his Glory; and therefore this Glory and 


this Sanctification we ought to deſire and to pray for, before all 


Things. — Let us adore the Holineſs of God ; let us defire that 
his holy Name may be every where known; let us labour to 
this Purpoſe with all our Power, beginning firſt with ourſelves. 


% 


Dear Lord, we pant for Holineſs, Not more ſincerely would we wiſn 
And inbred Sin we mourn, To climb the heav'nly Hill, | 

To the bright Path of thy Commands Than here, with all our utmoſt Power, 
Our wand' ring Footſteps turn. Thy Pleaſure to fulfill. 


Nov. 23. | (328) 
T HY Kingdom come. 


We muſt ſay it with the Heart of a faithful Subject, zealous for the Glory 
of his Sovereign. —— When will it be, O my God, that Death and Sin, the 
Devil and his Miniſters, the World and its Offences, ſhall ceaſe to reign upon 
Farth; and that Thau, after having judged the Quick and the Dead, ſepa- 
ted thy Sheep from the Goats, and deſtroyed all the Powers of Earth and 
Yai, wilt thyſelf reign alone every where, in all, and for ever, and thy 
Saints with Thee and thy Son. — In order to defire the Coming of this King- 
Jom, it is neceſſary to be in a Condition to expect it with Confidence. — 
. Let us adore the Sovereignty of Gov, and labour to eftabliſh his Kingdom in 


„ 


dur own Hearts, 


__  » When ſhall thy Spirit rei Hanour thy triumphant don; 
| In every Heart of Man God of Heaven, on Earth appear, 
Father, bring thy Kingdom near, Fix us with thy glorious Throne. 


Son of thy Sire's eternal Love, The Triumphs of thy Love diſplay, 
Take to thyſelf thy mighty Power, In every Heart reign Thou alone, 

Let all Rarth's Sons thy Mercy prove, Till all thy Foes confeſs thy Sway, 
Let all thy bleeding Grace adore: And Glory ends what Grace begun. 


[- x0 hn, i SEE Rn 


Nov. 24. ( 329 ) | 
TH Y Will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven, Ver. 10. 


We muſt ſay it with the Heart of a Wife who ſtudies the Deſires and In- 
clinations of her Huſband, and ſeeks only to pleaſe him. — God every where 
effects his Will, even in thoſe who oppoſe it the moſt ; but it is done with 
and by Love in none but the Saints in Heaven and on Earth. — We ac- 
knowledge the Neceſſity of a Grace, which, by a free and predominant Love, 
may ſubject our Wills to that of God, when we Co that his Will may be 
done in us as it is in Heaven. It is by this that God reigns, and hos, his 
Name is hallowed. Let us adore the Almighty Will of God, and, A * 
it may work in us, ſo as to * us to ij. 24 


Thy good and holy Wil! Saints below with Saints above, | 


Let all on Earth fulfill, Thee to praiſe and. glorify, 
Men with Minds angelic vie, Thee to ſerve with perfect Love. 


Spirit of Grace, of Health and Power, Inflame our Hearts with perfect Love, 
Fountain of Light and Love below, In us the Work of Faith fulfil, 

Abroad thine healing Influence ſhower, So not Heav'ns Hoſt ſhall ſwifter move, 
Oer all the Nations let it low: - Than we on Earth to do thy Will. 


Nov. 25. ( 330.) 
G IV E us this Day our daily Bread. Ver. 11. 


We mut ſay it wien the Heärt of one feally in want, who begs His Bread. 
we ought to alk of God the Bread of the Body; but much möte the 
Pread of the Soul, his Grace, his Word, the divine Euchariſt, the Love of 
his Law, and the 'Actompliſhimienr bf his Will, — God will have us depend 
on him. He gives not to the Body all it: Nouriſhment, nöt to the Syul al 
the Grace that is neteffury for us, bn purpoſe to oblige us to pray: And 
Prayer, which proves that we always Rind in need of this Gare, 'proves Allo 
that we have it not yet as we ſfiould. Let us adore the Providence 6f Gbd, 
let us love to depend upon it, and let us frequently have Recourſe to it. 


This Day, with this Day's Bread, Now the Maiith from #bbve, 
Thy hungry Children feed, Now ſupply our Bodies want, 


Fountain of all Bleffitips, graut Now ſuffain'our Souls With Love. 


Father, tis thine each Day to yield On Thee we caſt our Care; we live 
Thy Children Wants a freſh Supply, Thtro'Thice, who know'ſt ourev'ry need 

Thou cloath' the Lillies of the Field, O Feed vs With thy Grace, and give 
And henreſt the young Ravens cry: Our Souls this Day the living Bread. 


ve 


Nov. 26. ( 331 ) 
A N D forgive us our Debts, as we forgive our Debtors. Fer. 12. 


We muſt ſay it with the Heart of a truly ſenſible Sinner, who begs Mercy 


of his God, whilſt he affords it to his Neighbour in all Reſpects. That 
Man condemns himſelf to ſuffer the eternal Vengeance of God, who makes 


uſe of this Prayer with Revenge and Hatred in his Heart. — He who ob- 
ſerves not the Condition of a Tranſaction ſo advantageous, does not com- 
prehend what he owes to God, and-is a Madman who reſolves, to periſh. — 
Let us adore the infinite Love and Mercy of God; and let us beſeech, him 
to give us ſuch an Heart, as is indulgent, charitable, and always ready to 
* | | 


Our Treſpaſſes forgive, Leſt we from our God depart, 
And when abſolv'd we live; Loſe the pard'ning Love again, 


| roa our Life of Grace maintain, Grant us a forgiving: Heart. 


Eternal, ſpotleſs, Lamb: of God, To every Soul (all Praiſe to Thee) 
Before the World's Foundation ſlain, Our Bowels of Compaſſion move, 


"need FSprinkle us ever with thy Blood, And all Mankind by this may fee - | 
2 
ad, 


O cleanſe and keep us ever clean: God is in us; for God is Love. 


Nov. 27. „ 
A ND | lead us not into Temptation, 


Mie muſt ſay it with the Heart of a ſick Perſon, who implores the Aſſiſ- 
tance of his Phyſician, acknowledging that he deſerves to be forſaken by 
Him. — The Way of Salvation is a Way of Humility, and the Chriſtian 
Grace a Grace of Combat. There is nothing makes Men more humble, 
renders them more diligent, and obliges them to have Recourſe more fre- 
quently to the Arms of Faith and Prayer, than their being unable to aſcribe 
to themſelves any Good, their perceiving themſelves capable of all Evil, their 
having a domeſtic Enemy who leaves them not one Moment's Quiet or Se- 
curity, and their depending continually upon a Grace which is not due, and 
of which they are altogether unworthy. — Let us adore the wonderful Con { 
trivance and Wiſdom of God, in the Work of our Salvation, and let us give and 


up ourſelves entirely to Him, that he may not give us up to ourſelves. - IF the 
| let | Ene 
In ev'ry fiery Hour, With ſufficient Grace defend, 
Diſplay thy guardian Pow'r, Bring us thro' the evil Day, 
Near in our Temptation ſtay, ' Makes us faithful to the End. * 


Nov. 28. | 6333) 


U T. deliver us from Evil: For thine is the Kingdom, and 
the Power, and the Glory, for ever. Amen. Matt. vi. Tg. 


Wb My, we, muſt ſay it with the Heart of a Captive, an Exile, or ah af- 
gifts Perſon, who has Recourſe to his Deliverer. —With how many Snares, 
how many Obſtacles to Good, how many Occaſions of Sin, how many Ene- 
mies of Salvation, are we ſurrounded, amongſt whom our falſe Friends are 
the molt dangerous! Lord, from Thee alone we expect Deliversnce, delay 
not to ſuccour us. — May, the frequent Combats, in which the Tempter en- 
gages us, make us figh and Tong after the general Deliverance; which will 
for ever baniſh to Hell the Tempter andthe Temptation, all diſorderly Af. 
fections, all Sin and Wickedneſs whatſoever, Let us adote the Power and 
Juſtice of the ſovereign, Judge ; let us wait, like Exiles, to be called Home ; 
and, like Captives, to be delivered; and let us flee to him for Aid under 
the Miſeries of our Baniſhment aud Slavery, and in all the Aſſaults of our 
Enemies. PET FT Tor eee me ee 5: eee 


Father, by Right divine, Thine own Univerſe to Thee, 
Aſſert the Kingdom thine, Spirit of Grace and Glory too, 
Jesus, 2 of God, ſubdue Reign thro” all Eternit). 


Nov. 29. ( 334 ) 


Ft SUS faith unto them (the Scribes and Phariſees), They that 
are whole, have no need of the Phyſician, but they that are 
fick: I came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repent- 
ance, Mark ii. 17. 


The more Righteous we imagine ourſelves, at ſo much the greater Diſ- 
_ tance do we remove Car1sT from us. —— Let us by no Means ſeek after 

falſe Comforts, in flattering ourſelves with an imaginary Health and Rigbie- 
__ -ouſneſs. That which alone is ſubſtantial and real, conſiſts in our having Ix- 
sus CnRIST a Phyſician for all our Diſeaſes, and the Remiſſion of all our 
Sins. How dear to us ought this his Quality of Phyfcian to be, of which 
he informs us himſelf : If we are ſenſible of the Need we have of it, let us 
not neglect always to adore Him, to have recourſe to him, and to place our 
whole Confidence in the healing Operation of His Grace. 


Liſten to my ceaſeleſs Cries, Shew, and then my Sickneſs cure, 
Mean and little may I be, Make me know as I am known, 
Baſe and vile in my own Eyes, Wound my Spirit, make me poor, 


Griev'd at my own Milery : Break, O break this Heart of Stone, 


Nov. 30. ( 335) St. Andrews 


ND they ( Simon Peter and Andrew) ſtraightway left their Nets, 
and followed him, Matt. iv. 20. „ 


How powerful is the Voice of Feſus Chriſt?. Let us remember 
to beſeech him often, that he would be pleaſed to ſpeak to our 
Hearts, and make us obedient to him, --- Vices, and inveterate 
Habits, are a Sort of Nets, which Sinners are abundantly more 
unwilling to leave, than Peter and Andrew were to leave theirs ; 
but every Thing is equally poſſible to him who can do all Things. 
Theſe poor Men leave indeed only Nets; but they certainly 
leave a great deal who reſerve nothing for themſelves, 


Fiſhers of Men tis thine to make; To caſt the Net on- the right Side, / 


O for thy Truth and Mercy's Sake And tell Mankind that thou haſt dy d, 


Inſtruct, whom Thou doſt call, And purchas'd Life for all, 


Dec. 7. 63360 
Now. zz Pet er ſat without in the Palace: and a Damſel came 


unto him, ſaying, Thou alſo waft with feſus o of Galilee— 


But he denied before them all, ſaying, I knov not "what Thou 
ſayeſt, Matt. xxvi. 69. 70% 


Mart thinks himſelf able is ſulfer Death bor the Sake of Gov,” 
N withſtand even a en Voice. — b for ry one carries Goh, wb 
Une within himſelf, which tempt bim "to-Tenourice Cnirort It is ab 
ſolu tely n effary to keep that evil Diſpoſition'of the Heart awAys in Sub- 
jection as, a dern, to hinder it from becoming a Maſter : 4 — Darkheſs 
otherwiſe will it not Cauſe in the Underſtanding ? What Ft orgetfh ulnefs of Fa: 
vous, Duties, and Promiſes in the Memory? phat Weakneſs, Confuſion, 
and Infidelity i in the Will? Support us, Lord, with thy own Hand; for 
there is nothing on which we can depend, but 'thy Grace. 


Full of Truth, 8 Grace Thou art, Thou waſt given to redeem 
And here ig all my Hope: My Soul from alf Iniquit)j, 
Falſe and foul as Hell my Heart, Friend of Sinners, ſpotlefs mb; 
To Thee' I offer op: Thy Btood was ſhed for me. 


r 


Dec. 2. (337) | 
HEAVEN and Earth ſhall paſs away; but my Words ſhal 
not paſs away, Luke xxi. 33. 1 

The Stability and Truth of God in his Word, whether in re- 
lation to Good or Evil, is one of thoſe Perfections of which he is 
moſt jealous. It is the Sin of profeiſing Chriſtians, as well as of 


the Fes, not to give Credit to it. A King promiſes or threatens, 


and all obey; but in reſpe& of God, Men live as if the Promiſes 
of eternal Happineſs, and the Threatnings of the Miferies of Hell, 
were only the Predictions of an Almanack. Let us therefore 
take great Care to fix and ſettle our Faith upon the Veracity of 
God, and the Immutability of his Word ; to receive this Word, 
to hear, and to read it as the Word of God, ſuch as it really is, 
let the Perſon be what he will who delivers it. | 


Jesus, thy perfect Love reveal, Nothing hath fail'd of all the Good, 
My 4/pha and Omega be, My Saviour hath perform'd the whole, 
And I thy bleſſed Words ſhall feel, I know it in my Heart renew'd; 
And witneſs them fulfill'd in me: I know it ſweetly in my Soul. 


- 


Dec. 3. LT 5 
AN D take heed to yourſelves, leſt at any Time your Hearts be 
overcharged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and Cares of 

this Life, and ſo that Day come upon you unawares, Luke xxii, 
: 7 WA 1 

Nothing more plainly ſhews how little Faith Men have, as to 
the Threatnings of God, of which his Words is full, than that Secu- 
rity, and that Forgetfulneſs of Death, wherein the Generality of 
thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians live, altho' God every where 
declares that we ſhall be ſurpriſed thereby. Almoſt all Perſons 
endeavour to ſhut their Eyes againſt this Truth, ſome by a Lite 
openly looſe and diſorderly, and by ſenſual Pleaſures ; others by 
the Multiplicity of Affairs with which they are entirely taken up, 
and as it were oppreſſed. Chriftian Watchtulneſs is to be found 
only in an humble retired Life, or at leaſt in a Life diſengaged 
from Pleaſures, Ambition, and the Defire of worldly Riches. 
God, who in various Methods told God's Thoughts are in his Word expreſt, 
His Mind and Will to Saints of old, Able to make us wiſe and bleſt, 
Sent his own Son with Truth andGrace The Doctrines are divinely true, 
To teach us in theſe latter Days. Fit for Reproof and Comfort too. 


Dec. 4. | 6339) 


F OR as a Snare ſhall it come on all them that dwell on the 
Face of the whole Earth, Luke xxi. 35. 


True Chriſtians, who ſeek the Things above, and not thoſe on 
the Earth, may be compared to the Fowls of the Air, which, ſo 
long as they keep at a Diſtance from the Earth, have no Occa- 
ſion to fear the Fowler's Nets. Woe unto thoſe, who as it were 
ſettle here below; and whom, of Children and Citizens of Hea- 
ven as they were made by Faith in the Lord 1 ſus Chriſt, the 
Care of worldly Affairs, the Deſire of raiſing a Fortune, and the 
Love of this preſent Life, and the Conveniencies thereof, ren- 
der perfectly Men of the Earth, Let us with the Wings of Faith 
and Hope raiſe ourſelves up to Heaven, that we may not be 
caught in the Net here below. 


If Thou require my Soul this Night, Alas! Jam not as thou art, 
Shall I be found of Thee in Peace, I am not for thy Preſence meet, 
Shall J be blameleſs in thy Sight, O ſpare'tillThog haſtchang'd my Heart, 
And perfected in Holineſs? And find me weeping at thy Feet. 


Dec. 5. ( 349 ) 


YE Men of Gatilte, why ſtand ye gazing up into Heaven? 
This ſame Jeſus which is taken up from you into Heaven, 


ſhall ſo come in like Manner as ye have ſeen him go into Heaven, 
As i I, 11. | 


It is to no Purpoſe to loſe our Time i in regreting the Want of the viſible 
Preſence of Cxz1sT on Earth, we muſt employ it in preparing ourſelves for 
his ſecond Coming. He is to be followed, not with the Eyes, but with = 
Heart: T expect his Coming, and to put ourſelyes in a Readineſs to 
forth and meet IIim with a well grounded Confidence, in this confiſts t 
whole Chriſlian Life. — The Generality. of Chriſtians do not ſufficiently 
iwaken and exerciſe their Faich - in which the Ex tion of the 


preſent Church is placed, what Wonder then is it, that their Affections are 


ſo much ſet upon earthly Things, and this mortal Life. 


O! my dear God, my Lamp prepare When in the laſt and dreadful Night 
With thy fafficient Grace, Thou every Work ſhalt prove, 
That when the judgement Trump! hear O may myLamp burn clear and * 

I may awake in Peace. In Flames of endleſs Love. 


Dec. 6. (3410 N 
OR. the Son of Man is as a Man taking a far Journey, 

F left his Houſe, and gave Authority to his Servants, 4D 6 

every Man his Work, and commanded the Porter to watch; 

Mark x11, 34. 2 | 


The whole which our bleſſed Maſter, when he aſcended into 
Heaven, recommended to the Care of his Servants, conſiſted in 
Fidelity and Watchfulneſs: Fidelity, in doing every Thing well, 
which is to be done in his Houſe, in the Heart, in the Church, 
according to the full Extent of their Duty: Watchfulneſs, in 
fuffering no Str „ nor Enemy, to enter by the Senſes, which 
are the Gates of the Soul, in permitting nothing which belongs 
to the Maſter to go out without his Orders, and in carefully ob- 
ſerving all Commerce and Correſpondence, which the Heart may 
have abroad in the World, to the Prejudice of the Maſter's Service. 


In thy Pilgrimage with Men, Thou whole Nights in Prayer didſt ſpend 
(Odjects of thy conſtant Care) On the Mount for us employ d, 

Thou didf all their Griefs Infain, Prompt the helpleſs-to defend, 
Lab'ring, watching unto Pyr. Prevalent with Man and God. 


* 


Dec. 7. e & 280 * 


IITATCH ye therefore (for ye know not when the Maſter of 
the Houſe cometh ; at Even, or at Midnight, or at the 
Cock-crowing, or in the Morning) Marz xiii. 335. 


To watch is to be like a Servant, always employed within about his 


Maſter's Bufineſs, and like a Porter always careful what comes in and goes 
out. The more the Maſter is expected, the more diligent the Servants are 
in working, watching, and keeping themſelves in readineſs. — Can one, 
who has received the Sentence of his Death, and has no Right to live one 


Moment, need any Admonition to prepare himſelf to die? —— Does not a 


Priſoner, who expects his Deliverance, keep himſelf always ready to leave 
his Dungeon? And is not he, who has no ſuch ExpeRation, extremely mi- 
ſerable? —— The Hour of Death is ſo very uncertain, that Chriſt would 
have us look for it at all Hours, and therefore mentions four ſeveral Parts of 
one and the ſame Night, at any of which it may poſſibly happen. 


| Hearken to the ſolemn Voice, Lo, He comes to keep his Word, 
The awful Midnight Cry, | Light and Joy his Looks impart, 
Waiting Souls rejoice, rejoice, Go ye forth to meet your Lord, 
And ſee the Bridegroom nigh: And meet him in your Heart. 


D 


U 
Be 


0 A. 3 


Things which God has laid up there as in his Houſe, 


Dec. 8. ( 343 ) 
LEST coming ſuddenly, he find you ſleeping, Mark xiii. 36. 


Remiſſneſs and Negligence, as well as greater Sins, are often 
the Occaſion of our being ſurpriſed by Death. — A Porter ſleep- 
ing expoſes the Houſe to be robbed, and well deſerves to be pu- 
niſhed. A Chriſtian, whoſe Faith is not watchful, expoſes his 
own Heart to the Enemy of his Salvation, and to thoſe who are 
continually watching, in order to ſteal away all the valuable 


; 


Ye Virgin Souls ariſe, He comes, He comes to call 


With all the Dead awake, 'The Nations to his Bar, 
Unto Salvation wiſe, And raiſe to Glory all, 
Oil in your Veſſels take, Who fit for Glory are, 


Upſtarting at the Midnight Cry, Make ready for your full Reward, 
Behold the heav'nlyBridegroom nighl Go forth with Joy to meet your Lord. 


* 


Dec. 9. 


A 


(344. oe 

ND what I ſay unto you, I ſay unto all, Watch. Mark 

No Perſon can pretend any Exemption from the Fear of God's 

agement, or from the Duty of Watchfulneſs, in Expectation of 
ſt 


the Day. Chriſt here recommends it to all; and yet there is 
ſoarce a ſmall Number to be found, who, by Chriſtian Watchful- 
neſs, are always ready. Thoſe who have greateſt Occafion to 
watch, are ehierally thoſe who do it leaſt, Few Miniſters, Maſ- 
ters, and Fathers, watch over their Flock, their Servants, and 
their Children. Abundance of People are very watchful through- 
out their whole Lives, as to the Affairs of others; but do not ſpend 
one Moment in watching over their own Hearts, and in thinking 
ſeriouſly of the Buſineſs, of Salvation. — My God, how much is 
Faith obſcured and darkened; and what need have we, that thou 
ſhouldit renew it in our Hearts. „ | 
Jesvs, in thy Strength we riſe, Pray, my watchful Brethren, pray, 
Nightly to the Mountain go, Full of Wants, of Sins, and Fears, 

Breathe our Wiſhes to the Skies Mreſtle till che Break of Day, 
For the ſleeping Croud below: Till the ſaving Grace appears. 


Tree WEL 


Dec. 10. (3452 41 
ieee, and be exceeding glad; for Pen is your Reward in 
Heaven: for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets which were be- 
fore you, Matt. v. 12. . 
Is there any Thing greater, than by Means of Perſeeution, to enter into 
Fellowſnip with the Prophets and Apoſtles; even in this Life, and to expect 
God for ou Reæbard in the other: This is a Subject not only of Joy; but of 
an Exceſs' of Joy and of Rapture. — A Joy, not of Senſe, but of Faith and 
Hope, which does not ſtifle the Perception of Pain, but feeds upon it, and 
cauſes us to embrace it; which does not diſtract the Heart, but unites it to 
God. — How precious and valuable is this Communion, by which we are 
admitted to a Fellowſhip in Sufferings, - not only with the Prophets and A= 
poſtles, but with Cx isr himſelf; and which is to us a Pledge of his Love 
0 e i 


. 


8 1 


Arm'd with thy Strength alone, Ready we always ſtand 
We ſtill our All reſign; In thine Almighty Power, 

Our Lives, which onee we call deur own, To yield them up at thy Command, 
Are not our own but Thine: And meet the fiery Hour. 


Dec. 11. ( 346) 0 

ENTER ye in at the ſtrait Gate; for wide is the Gate, and 
broad is the Way that leadeth to Deſtruction, and many 

there be which go in thereat, Matt. vii. 13. | 


Unhappy thoſe, who either flatter, or ſuffer themſelves to be 


flattered on this Subject. There are four Things which ſhew 
that a Man is in the Way to Heaven: -The firſt, When he loves 
the Goſpel, which confines Nature, reduces it to what is ſtrictly 


neceſſary, obliges it even not to be too intent on that, and ſepa- 


rates it from every Thing which flatters or corrupts it. The ſe- 
cond, When he does envy thoſe, who enjoy all the Comforts, 
and all the good Things of this preſent Life, which they deſire. 
The Third, When he declines tke Way, which every one is too 


apt to like, the broad Way that leadeth to Deſtruftion. The fourth, 


hen he earneſtly endeavours to enter in at the ſtrait Gate. 


Broad is the Road that leads to Death, Deny thyſelf, and take thy Croſs, 
And Thouſands walk together there; Is the Redeemer's great Command 
But Wiſdom ſhews a narrower Path, Nature muſt count her Gold but Droſs, 
With here and there a Traveller, If ſhe would gain this heav'nly Land. 


Dec. 12. e 


AT CH ye therefore and pray always, that ye may be * 
counted worthy to eſcape all theſe Things that ſhall come 
to paſs, and to ſtand before the Son of Man, Luke xxi. 36. 


Watchfulneſs and Prayer are abſolutely neceſſary to prepare us 
to appear with Confidence at the laſt Day : The one is inſeparable 
from the other, and both are ſo from good Works, ſince we 
cannot be attentive to our Duty, but through a Deſire of per- 
forming it, and ſince we n in order to obtain the Grace 
of being faithful thereto. — We muſt watch and pray always, and 
at all Times, becauſe at all Times we may be ſummoned before 
the Tribunal of God, If our Who cannot always pray, yet 
our Hearts can; for this prays to God, when it defires God and 
his Will, and when it hungers and thirſts after his Righteouſ- 


neſs and eternal Happineſs, 


Then let us wait to hear | Watching let us be found 
The Trumpet's welcome Sound, When Jz$svs doth the Heav'ns bow, 


To ſee' our Lord appear, Be found-as, Lora, Thou find'ſt us now.“ 
e | * Watching. 


e | 


| * N Fell he (the rich Man) lift up his Eyes being in Torments, 
and. ſcat h Abraham afar off, and. Lazarus in his Boſom, Luk 


Hell is to the damned not only a Priſon and a Place of Death, 
but likewiſe a Place of Torment, which makes them feel that 
there is 4 God. His Juſtice forces them to qpen and lift up their 
. © Eyes toward him, which they had always kept ſhut againſt his 
Law, or turned down toward the Earth. — That ſmall Glimmer- 
ing of Light which is left them, whereby they perceive the Hap- 
pineſs of the Children of God, ſerves only to augment their Rage 
. and Deſpair— Lord, open now the Eyes of the Rich, that they 
may fee the Deceitfulneſs of their Riches, and lift up their Eyes 
towards the Treaſures which are inviſibe. 


Why is he doom'd to endiefs Pain ?,. On his rich Neighbours he beſtow'd, 
Did he by Fraud his Wealth obtain? Enjoy'd himfelf.inftead-of God, 
No, but the Bleſſings given, And ſought no other Heaven 


Dec. 14. ( 349 ) 
EARCH the Scriptures, for in them yethink ye have eternal 
Life, and they are they which teſtify of me, John v. 39. 
All the ' Scriptures, which are full of Jeſus Chriſt, are Mines of 
Gold; we muſt ſearch, and as it were dig very deep in them, by 
Means of Study, and Prayer, and Meditation, in order to find 
Jeſus Chriſt.— The ill Uſe which theſe People made of the 
„ ings not our blefſed Lord from incouraging and 
preſſing them all to read them with Care. They do indeed con- 
tain eternal Lite, not for thoſe, who like the Jews, mind only 
the Letter, are intent on carnal Promiſes, and put their whole 
Confidence in them, knowing nothing of their Spirit and De- 
ſign: But for thoſe who by a deep Search diſcover Chriſt in 
them, and place all their Hopes of Salvation in him alone. — 


Teach me thyſelf, O Lord, to ſeek, to find, and to reliſh thee 
in theſe divine Books. 


Faithful and true, we now receive In Time and in Eternity, 
The Promiſe ratified by Thee, We only hang upon thy Word, 


To Thee — when and how we leave The Servant ſhall be as his Lord.” 


* 


Dec. 15. (350) | 

| AN D. he cried, and ſaid, Father Abraham, have Mercy on 
1 me, and ſend Lazarus that he may dip the Tip of his Fin- 

er in Water and cool my Tongue, for I am tormented in this 

lame. Luke xvi. 24. | t 2 


After Death there is no longer any Time for fat herly Kindneſs 
and Mercy. It is in vain to cry out and call for it in Hell. In 
vain would any one n re the Aſſiſtance of any, much 
more the Poor whom he has deſpiſed. — It is very juſt, that be, 
who has refuſed to give the Crumbs which fell from his Table, 
to a poor Wretch who deſired them, ſhould eternally deſire a Drop 
of Water, and not receive it. N cy” 


See the red Flames around him twine, On 4 ra'm's Breaſt he leans his Head, | 
Who did in Gold and Purple ſhine, And banquets on celeſtial Bread. 
Nor can his Tongue one Drop obtain | 


Tallay the ſcorching of his Pain, Jie mn Saviour, Jet me dere 


| The meaneſt of thy Servant's Fare, 
While round the Saints, ſo poor below, May I at laſt approach to taſte 
Full Rivers of Salvation low, The Bleſlings of thy Marriage Feaſt. 


Dec. 167 ( 35r 
AND beſides all this, between us and you there is a great Gulf 
fixed: ſo that they which would paſs from hence to you, 


cannot; neither can they paſs to us, that would come from 
thence. Luke xvi. 26. LO | 7 


How great is the Gu, and Separation between the Saints in Heaven, and 
the Damned in Hell! and yet we do not reflect upon it. There is no 
Communication between Heaven and Hell; no more Society betwixt the 
Righteous and the Wicked ; no more Mixture of thoſe that fear'd the Lord, 
and thoſe that fear d him not, as in the Church on Earth. —as eternal Hap- 
pineſs conſiſts in wet op Communion of God, and his Children, who are 
Members of the Body of Jzsus Chars r; ſo eternal Damnation conſiſts in 
being excommunicated, yp pen for ever of Gop, of CxrisT, and of their 
Spirit, and condemned to the Society of Devils, and their Torments, to all 


Eternity. The latter have not the leaſt Hopes of ever leaving that Place of 
Puniſhment, nor the former any Fear of falling from their blefled State. 


In what Confuſion Earth appears! But patient let my Soul attend, 

God's deareſt Children bath'd in Tears, And, e'er I cenſure, view the End: 
While they who Heaven itfelf deride, The End, how different who can tell? 
Riot in Luxury and Pride. The wide Extremes of Heav'n andHell. 


Dec. 17. | (352 } ©”: - 


1 Am the living Bread, which came down from Heaven: If any 
| Man eat of this Bread, he ſhall live for ever: and the Bread 
that I will give, is my Fleſh, which I will give for the Life of 
the World, TFohn vi. 51. 3 


The Love of Jzsus Chxisr is liberal and communicative, and that to ſuch 
a Degree, that it is not contented *till he has given himſelf; and that not for 
his own Satisfaction, or Happineſs, but for ours. — It is not ſufficient to thy 
Heart, O Jxsus, to unite itſelf to mine in one reſpect alone; thy Love 
cauſes Thee to find Means of giving thyſelf to me, both many Times, and in 
divers Manners, and till with new Advantage, as my Head and the Fountain 
of my Life in the Incarnation, as my Saviour and Sacrifice of my Salvation 
upon the Croſs, and as my Bread and Food in the bleſſed Sacrament. — O 
infinite Gift! O incomprehenſible Ways of giving Thyſelf! O divine Con- 
trivance of the Love of Jesus! O ungrateful, and worſe than ungrateful, 
Heart of a Chriſtian, if he do not live more to CnRIs than to himſelf, 


Let us adore th' eternal Word, Bleſs d be the Lord that gives his Fleſh 


"Tis he our Souls has fed, To nouriſh dying Men, 
Thou art our living Stream, O Lord, And often ſpreads his Table freſh, 
And Thou th' immortal Bread. Leſt we ſhould faint again. 


Dec. 18. ( 353 ) 


FOR my Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my Blood is Drink in- 
deed, John vi. 55. | 


Yes, Lord, I believe that thou, by thy Fleſh and Blood, art the 
true Food which preſerves my Soul from Death, and will re- 
ſtore Life to my Body — Oh! let me not be ſo unhappy, as by the 
Corruption of my Heart, to turn this Bread into deadly Poiton. 
and to cauſe this Plant of Immortality to bring forth Fruits of 
Death. — Since thy Fleſh and Blood are the Meat and Drink ot 
my Soul, grant me, Lord, the Grace not to deprive it of this Food 
by my own Negligence and Unbelief. — Lord grant that I may 
always be prepared for it. Let it be my only Grief to ſee my- 
ſelf deprived thereof for my repeated Acts of Infidelity. 


Who now his Fleſh and Blood partake, And feeding on this living Bread, 


Partakers of the Life divine, This Earneſt of my glorious Bliſs, 
We ſoon ſhall ſee ourLord come back, I too ſhall riſe to meet my Head, 
Hrs Members all in one to join, | tao ſhall ſee him as He is. 


02) 


Dec. 19. 1. 


Hu that eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in 
me, | | 


and I in him, John vi. 56. 


He who eats the Fleſh of Chriſt, is moſt cloſely joined and uni- 
ted fo him by Love: it is a reciprocal Communion betwixt the 
Head and the Members, betwixt Jeſus Chriſt and his Church. 
He gives himſelf to us, and dwells in us: we give ourſelves 
to him, and dwell in him. He is the Fulneſs of the Church, and 
his Church of him. — Grant, O Jeſus, that by deſiring and en- 
E2ging thee to come, and dwell in me, I may anſwer the De- 
Ire which thou art pleaſed to manifeſt, that I ſhould dwell in 


thee; and let me raiſe no Obſtacle in thy Way, by my irregular 


Deſires and Hunger after earthly Things. 


Saviour, thy Fleſh is Meat indeed, Till blended with its heav'nly Food, 

ThyNaturetbthyChurch made known The Soul thy gracious Fulneſs feels, 

Doth every Saint with Manna feed, And all transform'd we dwell in God, 
'Till every Saint with Thee is one, And God in us for ever dwells, 


Dec. 20. ( 356 ) 


A S the living Father hath ſent me, and I live by the Father 


ſo he that eateth me, even he ſhall live by me, Jahn vi. 57. 


The faithful Chriſtian, in receiving the Fleſh and Blood of Jzsus CMN ISs r, 
is made Partaker of his divine Nature, his Life, his Inclinations in, by, and 
for Jesvs Canis himſelf. O my God! what wilt Thou beſtow upon Man 
in Heaven, ſince, even here on Earth, Thou cauſeſt him to live ſo divine a 
Life: O divine Life of a Chriſtian Soul, which haſt thy firſt Original in the 
Boſom of the living Father, who lives of himſelf, and communicates his Life 
to the Son, and by him to the Fleſh and Blood to which he is united, and 


by this adorable Fleſh and Blood, to the Fleſh and Blood of his Members, 


conveying it by this Channel into their Hearts! This is not the ingenious 
Thought of a myſtical Divine, who lets his Fancy take a Flight; it is a plain 


experimental Truth delivered by the eternal Truth itſelf, and which alone 


ought to diſengage us from every Thing which is capable of rendering us 
unworthy to receive this Life, of cauſing us to loſe it, or of weakening it 
in us. | {4 | 


Stupendous Miracle of Love, Y But ſare as Thee thro? Faith I eat, 
Archangels cannot tell me how - Thy Spirit's Subſtance I receive, 
I live by Thee my Life above, And one, with my myfterious Meat, 


As by the living Father Thou! Thro' all Eternity ſhall live. 


Dec. 21. 980-1... St, Thomas. 
ND Thomas anſwered, and ſaid unto him, My Lord and my 
God, John xx. 28. NY e | 
This Elevation of the Heart, and this ſhort, ready, fervent and 
perfect Confeiſion, which we ought to make every Moment, it 
poſſible, and which nothing hinders us from renewing on all 
Occaſions — St. Thomas was the laſt in believing, but he is 
the firſt of the Apoſtles, who diſtinctly confeſſes the Divinity of 
Chriſt ſince his Death. It is in this Effect of the Reſurrection, 
that Chriſt makes his Divinity evidently appear under his Hu- 
manity itſelf. — St. Thomas beholds him in his human Nature, 
and he therein diſcovers his Lord : = Thou, O Jeſus, art truly 
the Lord of my Soul, ſince thou haſt redeemed it by the Sacrifice 
of thy human Nature. Thou art its God, becauſe thou art its 
Sanctification by thy Grace and thy Spirit, and its chief Good 

and eternal Happineſs by thy Glory. 

Come our indulgent Saviour, come O come thyſelf, moſt gracious Lord, 
Illuſtrigus Conqu ror o'er the Tomb, With all the Joy thy Smiles afford, 

Here thine aſſembled Servants bleſs, Reveal the Luſtre of thy Face, 
And fill our Hearts with ſacred Peaee. And make us feel thy vital Grace. 
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Dec. 22. 1128 


T HIS is that Bread which came down from Heaven: not as 
your Fathers did eat Manna, and are dead: he that eateth of 
this Bread, ſhall live for ever, John vi. 58. 


The Euchariſt is the Manna of Chriſtians in the Deſart of this World. 
Wretched is that Perſon, who either through Diſguſt or Slothfulneſs feeds 
not on it; but more wretched ſtill is he, who receiving it in Sin, or under 
the Habit and Love thereof, eat; his own Judgement and Condemnation. — 

If we eat this adorable Manna with the Ingratitude, Infidelity, Diſguſt, Mur- 
muring and. Untractableneſs of the Zewws, this Manna, inſtead of preſerving us 
from dying, will give us a double Death, and inſtead of leading us toward 
the promiſed Land, and introducing us thereinto, will carry us at a farther 
Diſtance, and exclude us from it. — O living Bread, cauſe me to live u 
and in Thee! Bread of Heaven vouchſafe to conduct me thither. O eternal 
Bread, inſpire me with a true Deſire of Eternity, till Thou art pleaſed to _ 
me into Poſſeſſion of that bleſſed Life. ; 


Come, O my Comfort and Delight, My Joy, my Glory, and my n 
My Strength and Health, my Shield My Goſpel Hope, my Calling's Prize, 
and Sun, My Tree of Life, my Paradiſe. 

My Boaſt, and Confidence, and _ 


Dec. 23. ( 358 ) 


HE hath blinded their i and hardened their Heart; that 
-< they ſhould not ſee with their Eyes, nor underſtand with 
their Heart, and be converted, and I ſhould heal them, John x11. 40. 


The voluntary Inability of a blind and obdurate Heart has three Cauſes. 
1. The Devil who ſuggeſts. 2. Man who conſents. 3. God, who either 
leaves the Sinner to his own corrupt Inclination, or heaps up Benefits upon 
him, which to him are no other than freſh Occaſions of Sin, as both Ad- 
monitions and Miracles were to Pharoah; and here to the Fews. — Blind- 
neſs and Obduracy have ſeveral Degrees ; whoever either does not ſee and 
underſtand the Truths, which are neceſſary to his good Conduct and Be- 
haviour, or is not directed by thoſe he does underſtand, on ſuch Occaſions 
wherein they ought to be bis Rule and Guide, is Sind and hardened with 
Reſpect to them. Let us take Care that theſe Words do not induce us to 
murmur againſt God, or to - preſume to cenſure his Proceedings, inſtead of 
humbling ourſelves, and adoring him with Fear and Trembling. 


Why is my Heart ſo dark and void, WithChriſt, my ſuffering Lord, one Hour 
"And hardly feels its Loſs, _ TIwogld not watch and pray, 

I have not what I once enjoy d, And therefore he withdrew the Power, 

I am not what I was: | And tbok his Gifts away, 


— 


Dec. 24. ( 359 ) 


TAKE heed, Brethren, leſt there be in any of you an evil 


Heart of Unbelief, in departing from the living God, Heb. - 
m. 12. | 


| Let every one ſearch his own Heart, and examine his Faith. 
; Some Perſons. think they have a great deal, and yet ſcarcely ad- 
| here to God. What ſignifies it, as to Eternity, whether a Man 
3 reject the Doctrine, or the Life of Faith, if he ſhall, be damned 


b by becoming unfaithful either to the one or to the other? 

18 | | SIE | ; 

0 My Jes vs, while in mortal Fleſh On thy dear Croſs I fix my Eyes, 

'f I bold my frail Abode, Then raiſe them to thy Seat, 
Still would my Spirit reſt on Thee, Till Love diſſolve my inmoſt Soul 

Its Saviour and its God. At its Redeemer's Feet. 


ur By hourly Faith in Thee I live, Be dead my Heart to worldly Charms, 
'Midſt all my Griefs and Snares, Be dead to every Sin, 
T, And Death, encounter'd in thy Sight, And tell the boldeſt Foes x ithout 
No Form of Horror wears. That Ixsus reigns within. 


Dec. 25. ( 360 ) Chriſimas Day. 
AND ſhe brought forth her firſt-borp Son, and wrapped him 
in ſwaddling Clothes, and laid him in a Manger, becauſe there 
Was no Room for them in the Inn. Luke ii. 7. 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Firſt-born of the bleſſed Virgin. —— His 
ftooping to the Weakneſs of Infancy is ſo much the more wor- 
thy to be adored, as it appears unworthy of his Greatneſs and 


Wiſdom. Rejected of Men, he borrows the Habitation of Beaſts. 


Let human Pride bluſh as long as it will, to have a God become 
an Infant of a Day, of a Moment, reduced to the Confinement 
of ſwaddling Clothes, to the Meanneſs of a Manger, to the Manſion 
of Beaſts, to have recourſe to the Aſſiſtance of his Creatures, and 
to be refuſed by them, it is the Chriſtian's Glory that his Gad 
would do, and {uffer, all this for his Salvation; 1t 1s his Honour 
to adore him, to own him for his King, and to pay bim Homage, 
in all his States and Conditions. 

Rejoice in JEsvs' Birth! His Shoulder props the Sky, 

. To us a Sdn is given, This Univerſe ſuſtains, | 
To us a Child is born on Earth, The God ſupreme, the Lord moſt high, 

Who made bath Earth and Heaven! The King Mgss1 an reigns ! 


I = A. Aw eS : 


Dec. 26. ( 361 ) St. Stephen's Mart. 
AND he kneeled down, and cried with a loud Voice, Lord, lay 


not this zin to their Charge. And when he had ſaid this, he 
fell aſleep, Acts vii. 60, | 


Neither a Shower of Stones, nor preſent Death, can hinder 
true Love fom being mindful of the real Wants of Men. --- St. 
Stephen's Prater for his Enemies is humble, fervent, powerful, and 
conformableto, that of Chriſt upon the Croſs. And could ſuch a 
Prayer be irffectual? --- How much would God have us love 
our Perſecudrs, fince he gives us ſo great Inſtances of this Kind 
of Love in te Death of Chriſt, and in that of his firſt Imitator! 
— The Deth of the Saints is, to 'themſelves, Reſt or SLEEP, 
a Sacrifice ii Reſpect to God, and Seed for the Church. Sau? is 
the firſt Fruiof this Seed ſown by the firſt Martyr, 
Prepare the 8d, Thou f/f ſhalt call, The everlaſting Doors diſplay d, 

To own in Dch the pard'ning God, The Glories of a wide-ſpread Heaven. 
To die for Hir who dy d for aT, Inſpire him with thy tender Care, 

And ſeal the ecord with his Blood. For thoſe who nail'dThee to theWood, 
Give him, befe he bows his Head, And give to his expiring Prayer, 


The Sight to rvent Stephen givin, The Men that drive his Soul to God. 


Dec. 27. (32) S, Jobs the Evan, 


[ 722, who alſo am your Brother, and Companbn in Tribu- 
ation, and in the Kingdom and Patience of Jefts Chriſt, was 
in the Iſle that is called Patmos, for the Word of Gol, and for the 


Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. i. 9. 


| See here what a true Chriſtian is: A Man who has for oters a true bro- 
therly Charity, who counts it an Honour to partake in their Tibulations, who 
lives by the Belief of the Coming and of the Kingdom of Jeſus brit, and who 
reigns himſelf beforehand, even in the midſt, and by the Loy, of Afflictions. 
 Amiable Baniſhment this, wherein St. Jobs finds Heaven oped, inſtead of 

the Earth from which he is ſeparated; wherein 7e/us ry pours forth ſo 
many ſweet Conſolations ; and where he himſelf becomes prent to his Mind, 
to fill it with the moſt lively Communications of his Light. The more we 
leave for His Sake, the more He imparts himſelf to us. N 


Twas thus the Saints of God, Throꝰ fore Aflitionsaft 
His Meſſengers, and Seers, To better Worlds ve. 
The narrow Path of Sufferings trod, And more than conqu' d all at laſt, 
And paſs'd the Vale of Tears, In our Redeemer's ove. 
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Dec. 28. (363) Innocents, 


| TH EN Herod when he ſaw that be was mocked of the wiſe 


Men, was exceeding wroth, and ſent forth, and flew all the 
Children that were in Bethlehem, and all the Coaſts thereof, from 
two Years old and under, according to the Time which he had 
diligently enquired of the wiſe Men, Matt. ii. 16. 


The ambitious Man is cruel, and always ready to ſacrifice every Thing, 
even Chriſt himſelf, to his Paſſion. — The World is more to be feared when 
it flatters, than when it perſecutes. It beſtows Life at that very Time when 
it thinks it takes it away. The Diſgraces of the World, contain in them 
great Graces for Thoſe who know how to diſtinguiſh and improve them. 
Salvation, given ſo freely to theſe Infants, teaches us that our owa mult ne- 
ceſſarily be the Gift of God. Grace prevents all Merit in Thoſe whoſe 
Will it diſpoſes, as well as in theſe Infants, who could not poſſibly will any 
Thing freely. | 


For thy Children's Sake ariſe, Only ſhew the Kingdom ours, 
The Fears of all diſpel, And on us looſe thy Winds and Storms, 
Place the Crown before our Eyes, Death we challenge, with its Powers, 
And lead our Way through Hell: In all their dreadful Forms. 


Dec. 29. | ( 364. ) 
G ACE be with all them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
| fincerity. Amen. Eph. vi. 24. | 


Grace, which is the Effect of Chri/s Love towards us, becomes likewiſe 
the Reward of our Love towards him. We have Reaſon to expect all 
Things from Him, when we love him; and to fear all Things when we 
love him not. Whoever deſires to know whether he really ve, 
' Jesus Cakisr, with a pure Love, let him examine. 1. Whether 
he eſteems that which Chriſt eſteems, immortal and incorruptible good 
Things; and whether in ſerving him he do not ſeek after thoſe which pe- 
Tiſh. 2. Whether he hates that which Chriſt hates, the Corruption that is 
in his own Heart, and the Filthineſs of Sin — Amen, ſo be it, Lord Jeſus; but 
do Thou vouchſafe to /ave me, to the End that I may love thee, and that 
thy Grace may produce in me that Love, which it will one Day crown, 
Amen. | < 
Jzsvs, thou dear redeeming Lord, Give all thy Saints to find in Thee, 
The Kingdom of thy Peace reſtor'd, The Fulneſs of the Deity, 

Let all thy Followers perceive, His Nature, Life, and Mind to prove, 
And happy in thy Spirit live, In perfect Holineſs and Love, 

Retain che Grace with Thee beſtow'd, Fountain of Grace thyſelf make known, 
The Favour and the Power of God. With God, and Man for ever one. 
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Dec. 3o. ( 365 ) 


AND to wait for his Son from Heaven, whom he raiſed from 
the Dead, even Jeſus which delivered us from the Wrath to 
come, 1 TAN. i. 10. 5 


Jo ſerve God, and to expect or waz? for his Son Jeſus Chriſt, is the whole 


Life of a Chriſtian. He who expects, deſires; and he who deſires, is 
impatient of Delay; he who is impatient, groans: he who groans, is ſen- 
fible of his Miſery, and very far from ſeeking Pleaſures and Diverſions. 


Vouchſafe, O Lord, to teach us thyſelf, to waz? for thee, as a Captive does 


for his Deliverer; an Exile, for his being recalled Home; a fick Per- 
ſon, for his Phyſician ; a Child for his Father ; a Bride for her Bridegroom ; 
a Sheep for her Shepherd; a Debtor for his Ranſom ; and an oppreſſed 


Orphan for his Judge and Protector. Let us imitate him whom we expect, 


if we are unwilling to fall back into that Vrath from which he has deliver- 
ed us, 


Jeſus, God of my Salvation, Now vouchſafe the ſacred Power. 
Give us Eyes thyſelf to ſee, Now the Faith divine impart, 

Waiting for the Conſolation, Meet us at this ſolemn Hour, 
Longing to believe on thee ; Saine in every drooping Heart. 


a 


Dec. 31. (366) 

T HIS is the Diſciple which teſtifieth of tReſe Things, and 
wrote theſe Things: and we know that his Teſtimony is 

true. --- And there are alſo many other Things which Jeſus did, 

the which if they ſhould be written every one, ſuppoſe that even 

the World it ſelf could not contain the Books that ſhould be writ. 


ten. Amen. John xxi. 24, 25. 

We know only the leaſt Part of thoſe Things which Jeſus did and taught 
upon Earth. If we do not make Uſe of that which is vri#ten, to what 
End would that which is not have ſerved, but only to our greater Con- 
demnation? Let us be content to adore that of which we know nothing ; 
let us put in practice every Part of his Word which we do know; let 
us beg the Grace that we may be willing to perform what we are able, and 
that we may be able to perform what we are willing, and let us labour, with- 
out Intermiſſion, deſiring earneſtly that Happineſs which we expect. Yes, 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly, for it is thou whom we expect, and we look. 
not for another. | 
Come, O Thou greater than our Hearts, Take us into thy People's Reſt, 

And make thy faithful Mercies known, And we from our own Works ſhall ceaſe 
The Mind which was in Thee impart, With thy meek Spirit arm our Breaſt, 
Thy conſtant Mind in us be ſhewn, And keep our Minds in perfect Peace, 


| 67 ) Aſb-Nedneſday. 
HEN ye faſt, be IT Hypocrites, 4 2 fad Coun- 
tenance : for they disfigure their Faces, that they may ap- 
pear unto Men to faſt, Verily I ſay unto you, they have their 
n | Reward, Matt. vi. 16. 


t- Tt is difficult to avoid Hypocriſy and Oſtentation in external Mortifica- 
tions, and chiefly in faſting. — God turns from the Sinner the Eyes of his 
ht Mercy in the ſame Proportion that he endeavours to draw upon himſelf 
nat I thoſe of Men. — When a Man affects a ſad Countenance he has but little 
on- ¶ godly Sorrow in his Heart. — The Love of God makes us do that with 
g oy, which we do for him. — Our Heart is the ſame in reſpect of God, 
let Nhat our Head and Face are in reſpect of Men. It is by the Heart that he 
knows us, and judges of us ; it is by this that we pleaſe him, — Let us 
not be afraid that our Heart will be conceal'd from God; but let us be 
afraid, leſt he ſhould diſcover- it to be greedy of the Glory which comes 
from Men, and little filled with Deſire and Eſteem of that Glory which he 
alone can confer. 
That true Remorſe, that Grief divine, Indulge me at thy Feet to grieve 
Saviour, I long to know, In exquiſite Diſtreſs, 
strike this hard rocky Heart of mine, Till Thou my mournful Soul receive, 
And let the Waters flow: And bid me die in Peace. 


eaſe 
aſt, 
ICE, 


F | (368) Good Friday. 
ONE of the Soldiers with a Spear pierced his Side, and forth» 
with came thereout Blood and Water. John xix. 34. 


Chriſt would not have one Drop of his Blood remain unſhed for the Sal- 
vation of Mankind. It is all for us, he reſerves not the leaſt Part of it for 
himſelf. = The Wound in our bleſſed Saviour's Side ought to be moſt dear 
and amiable to us, ſince it is from this myſterious Opening of his Heart 
after he was dead, that the Sacraments of Life proceed. — It is not ſufficient 
that our bleſſed Saviour waſh us; he muſt likewiſe feed and renew us. O 
wonderful Transfuſion of the Blood of God, from the Head into the 
Members, from his natural into his myſtical Body, from the Side of Jeſus 
into the Chriſtian's Heart! Let Faith and Gratitude continually open mine 


to receive the quickening Virtue of this Blood, which conveys eternal Life 


to us. | 


O Thou dear ſuffering Son of Gop, O that my Soul might burſt the Shade, | 


How doth thy Heart to Sinners move! And quicken'd by thy Death ariſe ! 


Help me to catch thy precious Blood, _—T 
* . „ Hr The Rocks could ſee thy powerful Death 
Help me to wr thy | dying Love. And tremble, and aſunder part, 
At thy laſt Gaſp the Graves diſplay'd O rent with thine expiring Breath 
Their Horrors to the upper Skies, The harder Marble of my Heart! 


( 369 ) Eaſter · Day. 


ND as they (the Women) were afraid, and bowed down 

their Faces to the Earth, they (the two Angels) ſaid un- 

to them, Why ſeek ye the Living among the Dead? — He is not 

here, but is riſen: remember how he ſpake unto you when he was 
yet in Galilee, Luke xxiv. 5, 6. 


We never ſeek Jeſus Chriſt without Benefit and Comfort, when we ſeek 
him fincerely, and with our whole | Heart. — How full of Conſolation is 
this Goſpel of Life, to thoſe Souls who are wholly taken up with contem- 
plating the Death, and Burial of their Saviour. — The Belief of the whole 
Myſtery of our Salvation is founded upon the Word of Chriſt It is to 
this Word that the Angels refer thoſe very Souls, whom they inſtruct with 
eir own Mouth by the Direction God. Render our Manes intent, O 
us, make us always remember thai thou art no longer vitible here below, 


n Heaven is the Place where we mult ſeek for thee, and that thou art 


e be found only by Faith. 


The riſen Saviour ſoars , Our Counſellor we praiſe, 
Beyond the Creatures Ken; Our Advocate above, 

et whom th* angelic Hoſt adore: Who daily in his Church diſplays 
He pleads the Cauſe of Men. His Miracles of Love. 


- 
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(370) Aſcen/ion-Day. 
ND when he had ſpoken theſe Things, while they beheld, 


he was taken up, and a Cloud received him out of their Sight. 
And while they looked ſtedfaſtly toward Heaven, as he went 


up, behold, two Men ſtood by them in white Apparel. As 


1. on IO, 


How adorable is this Moment, which puts Jeſus Chriſt into Poſleflion of 
all his Rights and Prerogatives at the right Hand of God ! let it be fo 
much the more preſent to the Eyes of our Faith, the more remote it is 


from thoſe of our Fleſh. — The Elevation of our Heart toward God, and 


the Attention of our Mind to the Myſteries of Chriſt, generally draws down 
upon us the Craces and Conſolations of Heaven, — Let thoſe fix their 
Eyes upon the Earth who have their Treaſures there. The Treaſure and 
Life of our Heat is in Heaven; thither it ought Redfaſtly to look, thither 
it ought directly to tend. 


Parted in the Act of Blefiing, 
Never ſhall his Bleflings top, 

Still for us he prays anceaſing, 

Still his Hands are lifted up: 


28 07 62 

Firſt the Comforter is given, 
Proof of his continued Prayer, 

Ther he prays us up to Heaven, 
Bleſſes us for ever chere. 


uy =. Wis - ABS = cop i vn 


( 371 ) Whit-Sunday. 


A ND they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 


ſpeak with other Tongues, as the Spirit gave them 'Utter- 
ande. Ads ii. 4. 


The Heart of Man cannot be empty. The more he endeavours to clear 
it of himſelf, and of other Creatures, by Faith, Prayer and ſelf-Denial, 
the more does God fill it with bis Spirit. The Fulneſs of the Holy Ghoſt in 
the Apoſtles, and all true Miniſters, is not a mute and unaQtive Fulneſs. They 
preach Jeſus Chriſt, they inſtru the People, and bear Witneſs to the Truth, 
as ſoon as ever they are thus filled. — O deſirable Fulneſs, which is ſo far 
from loading or deprefling the Soul, that it lifts it up, carries it forward, 
and cauſes it to go to God! Vouchſafe, O Holy Spirit, to fill us, that we 
may learn of thee both to ſpeak and to keep Silence, when thy Glory, 
the Good of thy Church, and our own Profeſſion require us to do either. 


Rejoice, rejoice, ye fallen Race, It now comes ſtreaming from the Sky, 
The Day of Pentecoſt is come; The Spirit comes, and Sinners live. 


Expect the ſure deſcending Grace, 
Open your Hearts to make him Room. 2 Ma" —_— 


Our Jesvs is gone up on high, To you far off; He calls you all, 
For us the Bleſſing to receive, Believe the Word whichChriſt hath ſaid 


8 Ti 372 ) Trinity-Sunday. 


Fokn iii. 7. 


| Merve not that I ſaid unto thee, Ye muſt be born aglin. 


Adam being a Sinner, could beget only Sinners, and propagate no othe 
- Taclinations, bit ſuch as tend to Sin. It belongs to thee, O holy Jeſas, a; 
the Principle of our new Life, to give us thy Spirit, and to inſpire into u 
thy ſpiritual and holy Inclinations. — He ho is throughly ſenſible of the 
Corruption of tl. Heart of Man, is far from wondering that it is neteſlary 
for him to be changed into a new Man, and that he muſt receive a ne 
Spirit, a new Heart, and a new Principle of Life and Action. It is this 
new Birth which gives us a "BY 9 Occaſions, to pray for the new Spiri 
7 


Gag Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


Go of unexhauſted Gr 
Of everlaſting Love, Thy Godhead we adorec, 
Over power'd before thy Face, Join with the triumphant Hoſt, 
I fall and dare not move. Who praiſe Thee evermore, 
What haſt Thou for Sinners done? Live, by Heaven and Earth ador'd, 
For ſo poor a Worm as me! Three in One, and One in Three, 
Thou haft given thy only Son Holy, holy, holy Lord. 


J To bring us back to Thee. All Glory be to The. 
5 F * % 365" | 


